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Summary:

The Director of Community Services provides an update on the position regarding the Traffic Orders and future options for this project.
Recommendations:

It is RECOMMENDED that the Executive reviews the Council’s position on this project in light of the Local Committee resolution.
	Contact Officer:
	Michael Battersby
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	 7325


1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1
At the Executive meeting on 14 April a verbal update report was provided prior to consideration of the Traffic Orders by the Local Committee on the following day.   This update provided details of a parking survey in the area, a meeting with business representatives and some modifications to the traffic proposals which had been supported by the Highways and Transport Working Group.
1.2
The decision made by the Local Committee at its meeting on 15 April was as follows:-


“The Local Committee are minded to approve the recommendations but there are wider concerns about the parking in this area of the city.   This project together with the potential development of the University at Caldew Riverside will require the parking capacity and vehicle/pedestrian access to existing car parks to be reviewed.   Until such time as a parking strategy and associated funding is in place to address these issues consideration of the Traffic Orders should be deferred”.

1.3
When both the City Council and the County Council Local Committee approved the key outcomes of the Carlisle Renaissance Movement Strategy 10 areas for further work/feasibility studies were agreed.   One of these related to the development of a parking strategy and over the past 18 months works has been undertaken.   No final parking strategy has get been produced for consideration and at the same time changes to the Carlisle Renaissance development priorities have occurred.   A Highways Group comprising of Officers from both Councils and Carlisle Renaissance has been re-established and this body lead by the County Council would be the group to progress the parking strategy.
1.4
The Executive needs to consider the future of this particular project in the context that it is unlikely that a consensus can be achieved with all the interest parties based on the current scheme proposals.   This will include deciding on the balance of the current budget allocation.  (Originally £840,000, with some costs incurred in the development of the project to its current position).


Issues which shape a decision on the project are:-

· The timescale for completion of a parking strategy and options for funding the delivery of the strategy

· The potential to use the balance of Council funding to attract funding from the other Carlisle Renaissance partners

· The option of returning the balance of funding to reserves or assist in the delivery of other projects which contribute to corporate priorities

1.5
The implications/issues associated with the remaining options were set out in report CS 09/09 presented to the Executive.
2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date  -  Highways Working Group, Carlisle Local Committee, Business residents and users of the area.

2.2 Consultation proposed.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1
It is RECOMMENDED that the Executive reviews the Council’s position on this project in light of the Local Committee resolution.
4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1
The decision of the Local Committee prevents any immediate progress on this project.
5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources –  Dependant upon the way forward.
· Financial –   There is £838,000 in the 2008/09 capital programme for Castle Street Historic Quarter Improvements which will need to be carried forward if the scheme is to progress.   This will be reported and be subject to formal approval as part of the Outturn reports presented to Members in June 2009.   If the scheme does not proceed any unused resources will be transferred to capital reserves which could then be used to meet any future priorities of the Council.
· Legal –   The Local Government Act 2000 (Section 2) provides that the Council has the power to do anything which it considers likely to achieve the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental well-being of its area.   The power may be used in relation or for the benefit of the whole or any part of the community or all or any persons present or resident in the Council’s area but regard must be had to the Council’s community strategy.
· Corporate –  As a key partner in Carlisle Renaissance the Council has supported the priority action areas, one of which is the regeneration of the historic core.
· Risk Management –  In the present format progression of this scheme will be dependant on the production of an overall parking strategy with identified funding streams.
· Equality and Disability –  N/A at this stage.
· Environmental –  N/A at this stage.
· Crime and Disorder –  N/A at this stage.
· Impact on Customers –  The proposals attracted a high level of concerns amongst businesses and disabled group representatives despite external consultation through the development.
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