EXECUTIVE (SPECIAL)

THURSDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2006 AT 1.00 PM

PRESENT:


Councillor Mitchelson (Chairman) (Promoting Carlisle Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Mrs Bowman (Economic Development and Regeneration Portfolio

Holder);

Councillor Bloxham (Environment, Housing, Infrastructure & Transport

Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Firth (Finance and Resources Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Mrs Geddes (Corporate Resources Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Jefferson (Policy & Performance Management Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Knapton (Health & Community Activities Portfolio Holder);

ALSO PRESENT:   

Councillor Glover attended the meeting as an observer.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interests.

EX.022/06
BUDGET 2006/07 - CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS AGREED BY THE CITY COUNCIL ON 6 FEBRUARY 2006 (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider proposed amendments, as set out below, to the Executive’s Budget recommendations for 2006/07 agreed at the City Council meeting on 6 February 2006:-

(a) Legal and Democratic Services Administrative post

"To fund a one year contract (£17,000) to be financed from Council Reserves, pending proposals on how to incorporate the workload of the post to support Members within the organisation structure."

The Director of Corporate Services reported that the consequences of accepting this amendment was that there would be a non-recurring increase in the Council's revenue budget of £17,000 for 2006/07 only, to be funded from Council reserves.  There would be an equivalent reduction in the level of Council reserves available in future years.  The proposal would have no impact either on the level of Council Tax increase proposed by the Executive or the Capital Programme.

(b) Cleaner Neighbourhoods Act

"A Non-recurring revenue sum of £100,000 to provide additional resources to enhance standards under the Cleaner Neighbourhoods Act.  This to be financed from Council Reserves."

The Director of Corporate Services reported that the consequences of accepting this amendment was that there would be a non-recurring increase in the Council's revenue budget of £100,000 for 2006/07 only, to be funded from Council reserves.  There would be an equivalent reduction in the level of Council reserves available in future years.  The proposal would have no impact either on the level of Council Tax increase proposed by the Executive or the Capital Programme.

(c) Small Scale Community Projects

"It is proposed that a specific capital provision in the sum of £60,000 be made in the 2006/07 capital programme, to be made available to support schemes for small scale community projects, proposed by Members at Ward level.

The details for the operation of the scheme and the mechanism for the distribution of the funds on a per capita allocation per Ward in support of individual proposals will be determined by the Executive after full consultation with each of the Political Groups.  The criteria to be agreed in consultation with the Group Leaders.  It is envisaged that the funding source could be used as a pump primer and be supplemented by contributions from other partners and agencies and so enable elected Councillors to respond to the needs of residents."

The Director of Corporate Services reported that the consequences of accepting this amendment was that there would be an increase in the 2006/07 Capital Programme of £60,000 for the proposed scheme funded from unallocated capital receipts.  There would be an equivalent reduction in the capital resources available in future years.  The proposal would have no impact on the Revenue budget proposals or the level of Council Tax increase proposed by the Executive.

The Chairman reported that the Executive, having considered the amendments, formally accept them for incorporation into the Executive's final Budget recommendations which would be presented to the City Council on 23 February 2006.  A revised Executive Budget document was tabled at the meeting.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

That the Executive accepts the proposed amendments of the City Council and a revised Budget document incorporating the amendments be submitted to the City Council on 23 February 2006 - 

(a)  funding of £17,000 for a Legal and Democratic Services Administrative post on a one year contract be agreed to be financed from Council Reserves, pending proposals on how to incorporate the workload of the post to support Members within the organisation structure.

(b)  a non-recurring revenue sum of £100,000 to be financed from Council Reserves be agreed to provide additional resources to enhance standards under the Cleaner Neighbourhoods Act.

(c)  a specific capital provision in the sum of £60,000 be included in the 2006/07 capital programme, to be made available to support schemes for small scale community projects, proposed by Members at Ward level.

The details for the operation of the scheme and the mechanism for the distribution of the funds on a per capita allocation per Ward in support of individual proposals will be determined by the Executive after full consultation with each of the Political Groups.  The criteria to be agreed in consultation with the Group Leaders.  It is envisaged that the funding source could be used as a pump primer and be supplemented by contributions from other partners and agencies and so enable elected Councillors to respond to the needs of residents.

Reasons for Decision

The Executive accepted the proposed amendments of the City Council and a revised Budget document incorporating the amendments will be submitted to the City Council on 23 February 2006.

(The meeting ended at 1.05pm)

