CITY COUNCIL (SPECIAL)

THURSDAY 28 JUNE 2007 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Mallinson), Councillors Allison, Atkinson, Bainbridge, Bell, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Mrs Clarke, Collier, Devlin, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Harid, Hendry, Knapton, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mallinson (J), Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Miss Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Reardon, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Tootle, Mrs Vasey, Watson, Weber and Wilson

C.122/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Ms Hunter, Mrs Riddle, Tweedie, Warwick and Weedall.

C.123/07
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

C.124/07
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) The Mayor

The Mayor reported that former Councillor Steve Bowditch had recently been chosen as the Regional Winner of the Head Teacher of the Year Award.  She paid tribute to the work which Mr Bowditch carried out as Head Teacher of James Rennie School over the past 25 years and added that he was due to retire in July.  The Mayor reported that she would write to Councillor Bowditch to congratulate him on his success and wish him well in the National Finals in October and also wish him well in his retirement.

The Mayor further reported that she intended to write to the Mayors of all the Districts and Borough Councils and the Leaders of the County Councils which had been affected as a result of the recent summer floods.  She listed the areas and cities affected in Yorkshire, Worcestershire, Lincolnshire, Gloucestershire, Shropshire, Devon, Northamptonshire and Derbyshire.  She added that Mr J Mallinson, the Head of Scrutiny and Emergency Planning, would be travelling to Doncaster next week to help in their Gold and Silver Command at the request of the District Council.

(ii) The Leader

The Leader announced that he had been in contact with the Leaders of Local Authorities in Sheffield and Doncaster to offer help and support from the City Council during the recovery period.  He confirmed that Mr Mallinson was on stand by to go to Doncaster and added that if there was any other help or support that Officers or the City Council could give to Councils affected by the floods during the recovery period then that would also be offered.

(iii)
The Executive

There were no announcements from other Members of the Executive.

(iii) The Town Clerk and Chief Executive

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive added that she had been in touch with the Chief Executives of all the Councils affected by the Summer floods.  She commented that Mr J Mallinson would be going to help in Doncaster during the recovery stage and would offer any practical help which the City Council could.  She added that she intended to visit or be in touch with the Chief Executives of Districts/Cities to offer support during the Recovery Period.

Councillor Boaden on behalf of the Labour Group wished to be associated with the offers of support and assistance to those areas affected by the summer floods.

C.125/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 and 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions or petitions had been submitted by Members of the public.

C.126/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice.

C.127/07
NOTICE OF MOTION

(i) The Lonsdale Building

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion submitted on notice by Councillor Boaden.


“The Council notes the outcome of the Theatre/Art Centre Feasibility Study, with its main recommendation being for a new build at an estimated cost of £21 million and the recent decision by the Secretary of State to list the Lonsdale building.


In light of these developments and the continued clearly expressed wish of the people of Carlisle for the establishment of a Theatre/Art Centre in the City, the Council calls upon the Executive to enter into immediate negotiations with the owners of the Lonsdale building to:

(a) secure full access to the Lonsdale building for the consultants who undertook the Feasibility Study with a view to making a full assessment of the possibilities for its development as a Theatre/Art Centre and

(b) consider all options for securing the future of the building, including the City Council obtaining an option to purchase the building”.

The Motion was SECONDED by Councillor Atkinson.

Councillor Mitchelson MOVED an amendment to the Motion which was to delete all after the first paragraph and replace with:- 

“In light of these developments, without prejudice to any legal implications arising from them, this Council request the Executive to:

(a) provide support and assistance to the Save the Lonsdale Group as it considers appropriate to facilitate the use of the Lonsdale Building as an Independent Cinema;

(b)
assess the potential to establish a Theatre/Art Centre and associated facilities in the Warwick Road/Mary Street area as part of a mixed use development”.

The amendment was SECONDED by Councillor Bloxham.

Following substantial discussion and voting thereon the amendment of Councillor Mitchelson was AGREED.  Following further voting thereon the substantive motion of Councillor Mitchelson as set out below was AGREED:


“The Council notes the outcome of the Theatre/Art Centre Feasibility Study, with its main recommendation being for a new build at an estimated cost of £21 million and the recent decision by the Secretary of State to list the Lonsdale building.


In light of these developments without prejudice to any legal implications arising from them, this Council requests the Executive to:

(a) 
provide support and assistance to the Save the Lonsdale Group as it considers appropriate to facilitate the use of the Lonsdale Building as an Independent Cinema;

(b) assess the potential to establish a Theatre/Art Centre and associated facilities in the Warwick Road/Mary Street area as part of a mixed use development”.

C.128/07
CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL CORPORATE PLAN/BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE PLAN

Consideration was given to a report of the Head of Policy and Performance Services regarding the Council’s Corporate Plan/Best Value Performance Plan which Authorities are required under the Local Government Act 1999 to prepare and publish by 30 June 2007. 

 A copy of report PPP.52/07 together with Minute Excerpts from meetings of the Executive and Overview and Scrutiny Committeeshad also been circulated.

  Councillor Mitchelson in moving the recommendations of the Executive ( Ex146/07 refers ) acknowledged and placed on record the appreciation of the Executive to all Officers who had been involved in the preparation of this year’s Corporate Improvement Plan/Best Value Performance Plan and in particular the Head of Policy and Performance Services and her team.  He also paid tribute to the work which had been carried out by Members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees in scrutinising the Corporate Plan.

Councillor Mitchelson MOVED and Councillor Bloxham SECONDED that the Corporate Improvement Plan/Best Value Performance Plan as attached to Report PPP.52/07 be approved and adopted by the City Council subject to the following amendments:


Page 17 – Housing

The wording of the first line of the second paragraph be amended to show: “Working with our partners we will bring back into use empty and derelict properties to extend housing choices and to improve local neighbourhoods”.

Page 23 – Service Standards

Be amended to read “We will respond to all requests for information under the Freedom of Information Act within 20 working days”.

Page 28 – Consultation on Budget

The heading of the table be left as per the existing table as they reflect the statutory headings but the wording be amended from “budgeting is a risky business” to “budgeting is a risk”.

Page 3 – “Ambition”

It be noted that the plan would be delivered by tying the aims of the plan to the individual Directorate Service Plans.

Councillor Boaden echoed the comments of the Leader in acknowledging the work of Officers and the Overview and Scrutiny Committee in preparing the City Council’s Corporate Improvement Plan/Best Value Performance Plan for 2007/10.

RESOLVED – That subject to the amendments as set out above the Corporate Improvement Plan/Best Value Performance Plan as attached to Report PPP.52/07 be AGREED and adopted by the City Council.

C.129/07
FINANCIAL OUTTURN REPORTS

(i) 2006/07 General Fund Revenue Outturn

Consideration was given to a Report of the Director of Corporate Services (CORP.15/07 (amended)) which summarised the 2006/07 Provisional Outturn for the General Fund Revenue Budget and set out reasons for variances in that budget. A copy of Minute exerpts from meetings of the Executive and Audit Committee were also circulated.

 Councillor Mallinson (J) MOVED and Councillor Mitchelson SECONDED the recommendations from the Executive (EX.147/07) that:

(1) the net underspend as at 31 March 2007 at £2,387,863 (£1,308,523 excluding the effects of funding allocations) be noted.

(2) that in consideration in particular of the shortfalls in income experienced in 2006/07, together with the costs of the Tesco Inquiry and taking into account the observations of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee that the carry forward request of £1,553,500 as set out in Report CORP.15/07 (amended) be approved as follows:

2007/08
£1,316,700

2008/09
£124,200

2009/10
£112,600

Total

£1,553,500

(3)
It being noted that the impact of the carry-forward requests would result in a net underspend of £834,363 in total and a shortfall against budgets of £244,977 once funding allocations had been excluded, which results in an additional budget requirement in the following financial years:

2007/08
£8,177


2008/09
£124,200


2009/10
£112,600


Total

£244,977

(4)
That the CTS reserve of £100,000 be used to offset ex-Direct Service Organisation trading activities during 2006/07.

C.130/07
PROVISIONAL CAPITAL OUTTURN 2006/07 AND REVISED CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2007/08

Consideration was given to a report from the Director of Corporate Services (CORP.16/07) which summarised the 2006/07 Provisional Outturn for the Council’s Capital Programme and set out the revised Capital Programme for 2007/08. 

A copy of the minute excerpts from meetings of the Audit Committee and the Executive had also been circulated. 

 Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the recommendations of the Executive (EX.148/07) be approved.

RESOLVED –   (1)
That the 2006/07 outturn as detailed in Appendix A of report CORP.16/07 be noted.

(2)
That the revised Capital Programme for 2007/08 as detailed in Appendix B of report CORP.16/07 be agreed.

(3) That it be noted that the information contained in the above report is provisional and subject to the formal audit process.

C.131/07
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Consideration was given to report of the Director of Corporate Services CORP.32/07(amended) including the Council’s Statement of Accounts for 2006/07. A copy of minute excerpts from meetings of the Executive and the Audit Committee had also been circulated. 

 Councillor Mrs Geddes moved and Councillor Parsons seconded the recommendation from the Audit Committee that the 2006/07 Statement of Accounts be endorsed it being noted that the statements would then be subject to Audit.  

RESOLVED – (1)
That the 2006/07 Statement of Accounts as set out in report CORP 32/07 (amended) be endorsed it being noted that the Statements would now be subject to Audit.  

(2)
That the excerpts from the minutes of the meeting of the Audit Committee and the Executive regarding the Council’s Statement of Accounts be noted.

C.132/07
DECISIONS TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY

Pursuant to Overview and Scrutiny procedure rule 15 (1) consideration was given to a report of the Director of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.57/07) with regard to decisions which had been taken as urgent decisions and dealt with as a matter of urgency.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted

C.133/07
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT GROUP – COMMITTEE PLACES

Councillor Allison gave notice of a number of changes to Liberal Democrat’s memberships on committees as a result of Councillor Luckley being appointed to the Chair of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

RESOLVED – That  the following changes to Liberal Democrat group memberships on Committees be noted and agreed:


Councillor Allison to replace Councillor Luckley as a Member on the Audit Committee


Councillor Mrs Farmer to replace Councillor Allison as a Member of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee

           Councillor Allison to replace Councillor Mrs Farmer as a substitute Member on the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee

(The meeting ended at 7:55 pm)
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