CITY COUNCIL (SPECIAL)

THURSDAY 30 JUNE 2005 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Fisher), Councillors Allison, Atkinson, 

Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, 


Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P),

Firth, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Guest, 

Im Thurn, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, 


Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, 


Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, 



Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, 


Mrs Styth, Tootle, Warwick, Ms Watson, Watson (R), Weber,


Weedall and Wilson.

C.84/05
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for Absence received from Councillors Aldersey, Hendry, Hodgson, Stockdale and Stothard.

C.85/05
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor Allison declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item relating to the Carlisle District Local Plan 2001-16 re-deposit so far as it referred to the Morton master plan.

C.86/05
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a)
The Mayor 

(i) The Mayor reported the death on 11 May 2005 of Mr Derek Pattinson who was the Mayor’s Consort in 2003/04 and the Council stood in a minute’s silence as a mark of respect to his memory.

(ii) The Mayor reported that she had written to the Chief Executive of the North Yorkshire County Council expressing the Council’s sympathy for residents who had suffered flood damage as a result of the recent flash floods in the North Yorkshire area.

(iii) The Mayor reported that she had written to congratulate Mr Baxter the Chief Constable of Cumbria on his receipt of the Queen’s Policing Medal.

b) The Leader

There were no announcements from the Leader.

c) Members of the Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

d) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.87/05
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND 


PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS 
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 and 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions or petitions had been submitted by Members of the Public.

C.88/05
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the City Council.

C.89/05
NOTICE OF MOTION 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no Notice of Motion had been submitted.

C.90/05
PERFORMANCE PLAN 

Pursuant to Minute EX.109/05 consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Strategy and Performance (SPS/10/05) on the preparation of the Council’s Annual Performance Plan setting out progress towards Council priorities and plans for further improvement.  

In moving the Report the Portfolio Holder for Policy and Performance Management indicated that in future years he would wish to involve the Overview and Scrutiny Committees to a greater extent in both the preparation of the Performance Plan and in steps to help the Council achieve further improvements.  Councillor Mitchelson seconded.

Members in considering the Report commented that an item had already appeared on the Council’s Website to indicate that the Council had approved the Best Value Performance Plan for 2005/06 prior to the Council Meeting and questioned the reason as to why the information had appeared on the Website before the Council had considered the plan.  Members expressed concern that the Council was being asked to approve a document which was not complete.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Performance Plan be referred back for approval at the Meeting of the City Council on 19 July 2005.

(2) That the Leader investigate the circumstances surrounding the publication on the Council’s Website of the “approved” Performance Plan prior to it having been considered by the City Council.

(3) That the Head of Policy and Strategy arrange for the wording to make it clear that the Performance Plan on the Website is a draft and subject to formal Council approval on 19 July 2005.

C.91/05
CARLISLE DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN – 2001-16 REDEPOSIT 

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported on the procedure to be followed under the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework should the Council wish to amend a report and recommendation from the Executive in these circumstances.  He informed Members that the Council would not be able to amend the document but would instead need to refer any proposed amendments back to the Executive for further consideration, following which the matter would be brought back to the Council with the Executive’s response.

Pursuant to Minute EX.79/05 consideration was given to a report of the Head of Planning Services regarding the policies for the next stage of public consultation on the Carlisle District Local Plan.  A copy of the Local Plan had been previously circulated to all Members under a letter dated 17 May 2005.  The Head of Planning Services submitted a further report (P.27/05) with a record of the decision of the Executive on 25 May 2005 and Officers response to the Executive recommendation.  A copy of Minute excerpts from the Executive and the Infrastructure, Overview and Scrutiny Committee were also circulated.  

The Portfolio Holder for Environment Housing Infrastructure and Transport moved that the Carlisle and District Local Plan as circulated subject to the amendments as set out in Report P.27/05, be approved for consultation.  Councillor Mitchelson seconded the motion.

Councillor Mrs Farmer moved and Councillor Tootle seconded an amendment to the Local Plan as follows:

Land to the rear of Ellesmere Way – Proposal LC16 (Page 137) Point 3 refers to this Land.  The allocation at present indicates that use of this Land as “Open Space” is temporary.  It is the wish of this Council “that the word Temporary” be removed so that the Land may be used as Open Space for future generations of children.  Therefore Point 3 should just read “Land at the rear of Ellesmere Way should be allocated for Public Open Space”.  Following some discussion and voting thereon it was:

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Carlisle District Local Plan 2001-16 as circulated to Members be noted and that the Executive be requested to give further consideration to the proposed amendments of Councillor Mrs Farmer as set out above.  Following consideration by the Executive of the above proposed amendment, the matter be considered further by the Council at its Meeting on 19 July 2005 in the light of the response received from the Executive.

C.92/05
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES

Councillor Mitchelson moved and it was seconded and AGREED that the following changes be made to the Conservative Group's appointments to the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee for the municipal year 2005/06.

(i)
Councillor Stevenson replaces Councillor S Bowman as a Member of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

(ii)
That Councillor S Bowman replaces Councillor D Morton as a substitute on the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

(The Meeting ended at 7.40 pm following which there was an informal presentation/discussion to update Members on progress with Carlisle Renaissance). 

