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COS.131/05
HOUSING RENEWAL POLICY (REGULATORY REFORM 

ORDER)

Mr Dickson, the Assistant Housing Services and Health Partnerships Manager presented report EPS.49/05 enclosing a draft Housing Renewal Policy.  The report had been considered by the Executive on 3 October 2005 (EX.193/05), the Executive had approved the draft Housing Renewal Policy as the basis for consultation with this Committee.

Mr Dickson advised that the Housing Renewal Policy had been adopted by the City Council in 2003 and this was the first review of that policy.  The revised policy incorporated the findings of the 2002 and 2005 Local Housing Conditions Surveys, which had indicated that the unfitness rate of the housing stock in Carlisle was lower than that throughout the rest of England.  It had also indicated that it was now time to utilise other methods by which to continue to improve the housing stock.  This would be achieved by the introduction of Group Repair Schemes and Housing Renewal Areas to take forward the regeneration of areas that are known to require intervention.  In addition, the policy would also be linked to local initiatives such as Carlisle South, Carlisle Renaissance and the general regeneration of the City.

It was noted that the initial Housing Renewal Policy document which should have been attached to the report as Appendix 2 was missing.  Mr Dickson highlighted the main changes between that initial document and the revised Housing Renewal Policy which was attached to the report as Appendix 1.  

In considering the revised Housing Renewal Policy, Members made the following comments and observations.

(a)
In future, reports to the Committee outlining proposed changes to an existing policy document, it would be helpful to have a concise summary of the changes being proposed and the reasons for these changes.

(b)
The need to link Housing Renewal Policy into such initiatives as Carlisle South, Carlisle Renaissance and the general regeneration of the City was recognised and it was queried how this would work in practice.

Mr Dickson responded that internal operational processes were in place to consult with relevant Council officers and in other agencies.  Mr Taylor, the Housing Services and Health Partnerships Manager reiterated that the processes were now in place to give officers the tools to be able to do this.  In addition, Housing Strategy Officers have an input to Carlisle Renaissance.

(c)
The process for Group Repair could often be a lengthy process and this may be exacerbated by the Carlisle Renaissance Programme.

Mr Dickson responded that the Neighbourhood Renewal Assessment Programme gets all parties and stakeholders together to progress Group Repair.

(d)
The  Housing Strategy was not explicit about Group Repair or Renewal Areas, was this something that would be addressed as the Strategy is updated and would these be incorporated with targets?

Mr Taylor responded that as schemes or renewal areas became more explicit these would need to be encompassed within the Strategy.

(e)
A Member queried whether there would be any necessity for bids through the current budget process.

Mr Taylor responded that the five-year strategy covered the period April 2005 – 2010 and the Council had allocated capital financing for the delivery of the strategy. He commented that it was not anticipated that additional funding would be requested.

(f)
There was a query as to whether the initiatives outlined would provide the Council with more powers in relation to dealing with a problem at Gilsland.  Mr Dickson responded that there were powers available to the Council and the matter was being dealt with through the planning process.  The interventions mentioned in this report were new to the process and couldn’t be used in this case.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Revised Housing Renewal Policy be endorsed.

(2) That the Committee looks forward to seeing the revised policy reflected in updates of the Housing Strategy Action Plan and will continue to monitor against this plan.







