CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL

Report to:- The Chairman & Members of the Development Control
Committee

Date of Meeting:- 13th February 2004 Agenda Item No:- R ‘*’
Public Operational Delegated: Yes

Accompanying Comments and Statements Required Included

Environmental Impact Statement: No No

Corporate Management Team Comments: No No

Financial Comments: No No

Legal Comments: No No

Personnel Comments: No No

Impact on Customers: No No

Title:- DEVELOPMENT CONTROL STATISTICS: JULY-

SEPTEMBER 2003

Report of:- Head of Planning Services

Report reference:- P.13/04

Summary:-

The Report details the comparative performance of the City Council in dealing with
applications for planning permission and other development during the third quarter of

2003.
Recommendation:-

The Report be noted and received.

A Eales
Head Of Planning Services

Contact Officer: Alan Taylor Ext: 7171

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985
the report has been prepared in part from the following papers: Office of the Deputy Prime Minister:
Statistical Release 12 December 2003



To the Chairman and Members of the P.13/04
Development Control Committee
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The most recent Government release, through the National Statistical Office,
discloses that in the period from July to September last year the recent pattern of
increasing numbers of planning submissions was maintained. During that period a
total of 167,000 planning applications were lodged, the highest total for that
particular quarter since 1988 and a rise of 5% in comparison with the same period
of 2002.

The North West region, within which this Authority is grouped, experienced the
second highest increase (11%) in applications numbers.

The number of decisions made in the quarter also increased by 10% compared to a
year earlier with the North West Region again having the second highest increase
(15%) in decisions compared to the same quarter of 2002. As noted in previous
Statistical Releases, the single largest factor that accounts for that increase is the
growth in the number of householder applications which, nationally, rose from
81,900 for the July-September period of 2002 to 91,600 for the same period in
2003. Those applications now account for over half of all decisions, although the
number of decisions relating to new dwellings also increased (from 15,900 to
19,100) and accounts for 11% of all decisions.

The speed of decisions also is rising: 73% of all decisions made in the quarter were
within the 8-week target, an increase of 8% over the same period a year ago.
Decisions made within 13 weeks of receipt also rose, by a more modest 3%, to
88%.

As Members will appreciate, the Government has introduced a Performance
Standard in relation to the time taken to deal with major applications, minor and
other applications. In national terms, district authorities dealt with 52% of major
applications within 13 weeks, 62% of minor applications within 8 weeks and 78% of
other applications within 8 weeks. These represent a 10% increase in each of the
first two categories and 8% in the “other applications” category compared to 12
months ago. During the quarter, 143 authorities (40% of those responding) were
able to deal with 60% or more of their major applications within 13 weeks; 166
authorities (46%) were able to deal with 65% or more of their minor applications
within 8 weeks; and 198 authorities (55%) made 80% or more of their decisions on
other applications within 8 weeks of receipt.



To the Chairman and Members of the P.13/04
Development Control Committee
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The level of delegation of decisions assigned by authorities to their Officers is also
now monitored and, on average, 86% of decisions were delegated, just below the
Government'’s objective of 90% of decisions. In comparison with the national
picture, Carlisle achieves 78% delegation, the fourth lowest of the Cumbrian
districts and significantly less than the national average.

In terms of the City Council’'s general performance 77% of all decisions made within
the quarter were within 8 weeks of receipt, bettered only in Cumbria by South
Lakeland DC which achieved 84% of its decisions in the 8 week statutory period.
Taken over the full year ending on 30™ September 68% of decisions made by this
Council were taken within 8 weeks, the third best in Cumbria.

When the Performance Standard “categories” of development are assessed,
however, the picture is somewhat mixed. Of the 6 major applications decided in the
quarter by the City Council only 17% were within 13 weeks; of the 94 minor
decisions by this authority 68% were within 8 weeks; while of the 195 other
applications decided, 84% of those decisions were within 8 weeks. In short, we
perform badly in one category against the national average, while being 6% above
the national average for the other two categories of development.

As has been observed in commentary on previous Quarterly Statistics, the City
Council generally deals with more applications than other Districts in Cumbria.
However, in the July-September Quarter both Allerdale BC and South Lakeland DC
made more decisions. The paradox is that Carlisle had more “on hand” at the start
and end of the Quarter than any other authority and received the second highest
number of new applications in the quarter. It would seem that the relatively lower
number of decisions made in the quarter (295 compared to 407 for the preceding
quarter) is probably mainly attributable to Annual Leave entitlements.

Recommendation

The Repoﬁ be noted and received.

A Eales
Head Of Planning Services

Contact Officer: Alan Taylor Ext: 7171
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Table 7 {cont) ' Planning Decisions, per cent granted and decided within & weeks

Year ending 30 September 2003 " July to September 2003
Fercentage af
Fer cent Per cent decisions
Total Per cent within 8 Total Per cent within 8 delegated to
Planning authority decisions granted weeks decisions granted weeks Officers
CUMBRIA
Allerdaie + 1,191 91 68 350 90 65 97
Barrow-in-Furness 513 92 60 146 g8 55 65
Carlisle 1,324 94 68 295 94 i 78
Copeland + 735 85 64 190 94 59 69
Eden + 1,081 86 72 276 81 77 94
South Lakeland + 1,281 91 73 289 92 84 84
DERBYSHIRE
Amber Valley 1,437 94 54 436 (¢4 58 83
Boisaver 682 86 B2 197 85 88 g2
Chesterfield 789 25 75 182 96 77 85
Erewash 981 90 73 273 89 74 98
High Peak + 976 86 79 261 86 B3 93
North East Derbyshire + 1,249 a0 72 373 89 79 83
South Derbyshire 1,439 91 77 384 Q0 79 a2
Derbyshire Dales + 888 89 70 224 88 75 75
Derby UA 1,988 92 &7 855 91 81 a3
DEVON
East Devon 2,956 81 60 764 82 68 91
Exeter 1,290 79 85 313 76 82 o1
North Devon + 1,764 86 78 468 85 86 i G4
South Hams + 2,145 78 71 580 94 77 93
Teignbridge + 2,044 86 55 563 85 53 89
Mid Devon + 1,555 89 55 420 85 58 g2
Torridge 1,538 82 56 383 84 58 82
West Devon + 1,004 86 77 246 85 84 89
Plymouth UA 1,860 82 45 468 81 49 87
Torbay UA 2,107 77 69 586 75 75 84
DORSET
Christchurch 766 67 76 175 75 79 79
North Dorset 1,368 79 54 411 79 59 82
Purbeck 944 92z 65 262 91 73 88
West Dorset 1,893 90 51 565 90 45 86
Weymouth and Portland 778 82 76 186 80 85 80
East Dorset 1,544 82 79 410 79 80 87
Bournemouth UA 2117 79 &1 855 78 65 92
Poole UA 1,992 83 74 402 86 74 95
DURRAM
Chester-le-Street 577 92 78 178 95 80 77
Derwenftside 1,001 96 81 328 96 77 81
Durham 1,141 89 64 331 89 . 72 89
Easington 8356 94 92 234 95 94 91
Sedgefield 626 a5 69 176 94 66 87
Teesdale 479 g5 81 129 96 89 84
Wear Valley 804 a5 77 212 96 86 96
Darlington UA 1,025 94 69 314 94 63 78
EAST SUSSEX
Eastbourne 810 8z 72 222 91 79 B4
Hastings 927 84 81 278 85 89 91
Lewes 1,386 82 80 380 81 83 86
Rother 2154 78 60 549 80 75 85
Wealden 2047 87 63 770 a8 60 86
Brighton & Hove UA ’ 3,311 75 74 905 76 a1 85

NOTES. (1). (2). (3) Where an authority has supplied data for only part of a full year the number of quarters to which the data relate is given in brackets.
Autharities marked '+* include areas within a National Park, but figures are for outside the park area only.
Indicates that information is not available for the relevant quarter(s)

= Denotes zero.
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