
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 19 FEBRUARY 2007


EX.042/07
REFERENCE FROM THE COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE - DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT BEST VALUE REVIEW:  UPDATE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio – Sustainable Communities

Subject Matter - A Minute Excerpt from the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 18 January 2007 on the Democratic Engagement Best Value Review update was submitted.  The Committee had resolved:-

"1. That Dr Taylor be thanked for his work on the Democratic Engagement Best Value Review and it be noted that this would be the final report to the Committee

2. That the Executive be requested to consider further methods of publicising Elections to increase public participation."

The Chairman of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee was present at the meeting  and reported that the Committee had emphasised the need to publicise elections to increase public participation.  He understood that the new Electoral Administration Act may provide central Government resources for increasing awareness of and public participation in elections.

The Environment and Infrastructure portfolio holder commended the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Overview and Scrutiny Support Officer, for their work on the Democratic Engagement Best Value Review.  He agreed that it was important to have better methods of publicising elections and if there was central Government funding available, this should be investigated and pursued.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

1.  That the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Overview and Scrutiny Support officer be thanked for their work on the Democratic Engagement Best Value Review.

2.  That the Executive agrees that there needs to be better methods of publicising elections and the Electoral Services Officer be asked to investigate and pursue any central Government funding sources in relation to the publicising of elections.

Reasons for Decision – To respond to the reference from the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee.
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