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Summary: 

This report seeks approval from the Executive for the release of capital funds for the renovation of children’s play facilities.
Recommendations:
1. The Executive agrees to release the £50,000 ‘Play Area’ element of the 2009-10 capital programme to improve the children’s play facilities in Carlisle apportioned £15,000 at Harraby, £15,000 at Longtown and £20,000 at other locations.

	Contact Officer:
	Phil Gray
	Ext:
	 8578


1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS
The City Council is responsible for a portfolio of about 65 children’s play areas across the district.  They are of varying age and quality and while the very best are of an extremely high standard, some are reaching the end of their useful life.  The City Council produced a strategy in 2006 to identify the play areas in most need of investment and this report takes forward that strategy.

Play facilities at Harraby and Longtown and have been identified as being in urgent need of investment during 2009-10.  Both are prioritised in the City Council’s  Play Area Strategy.  Work with the Community Empowerment pilots at Harraby and Longtown has identified play provision as a priority.  By matching the City Council’s capital funds with Playbuilder funding allocated by the Department of Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) it is expected that up to £50,000 will be available for each scheme.  The remaining £20,000 of City Council funding will be allocated to priority schemes from the Play Area Strategy.

At Harraby the priority has been identified by the community as renewing the older play areas at Edgehill Road and at Keenan Park.  Among the equipment requested by local youngsters are slides, swings and climbing frames.  At Longtown the need for refurbishment of a multi-sports area has been identified.  Remaining funds will be allocated to priorities identified in the Play Area Strategy.

Progress on implementation of the schemes, including financial details, will be reported to the City Council’s capital projects board.

2. CONSULTATION
2.1 Consultation to Date.
Formal consultation has been held with the Harraby and Longtown Empowerment pilots and the sub-groups set up to deal with this specific topic.  A Young People’s Workshop, held on 29 May at the Community Centre, attracted 35 children from the area who presented their own ideas and preferences for play facilities. Officers from Green Spaces and Community Support teams were on hand to work with the young people.  The Carlisle Play Partnership has been consulted on City Council’s approach.

2.2 Consultation proposed.
Further consultation will take place primarily through the Harraby and Longtown Community Empowerment pilot projects and the sub-group dealing with this issue.   Police, County Council Neighbourhood team and other agencies are represented at the meetings and will have the opportunity to engage in the process.  Neighbourhood Forums will get the opportunity to comment on the proposals.
3. RECOMMENDATIONS
3.1 The Executive agrees to release the £50,000 ‘Play Area’ element of the 2009-10 capital programme to improve the children’s play facilities in Carlisle apportioned £15,000 at Harraby, £15,000 at Longtown and £20,000 at other locations.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS
4.1
The 2009-10 capital programme contains an item of £50,000 for childrens play areas.  The approval of the recommendations above allows officers to progress the implementation of the works.  Consultation with a number of stakeholders has identified the need for investment and the release of the funds supports the City Council’s new ‘Environment’ priority in working with local communities to improve their neighbourhoods.
5. IMPLICATIONS
· Staffing/Resources –  Neutral.  The project will be managed in-house and maintenance requirements are unchanged.
· Financial – Funding of £50,000 for Play Areas was approved as part of the 2009/10 capital programme.  The current budget for Play Areas in 2009/10 is £65,100.  The report requests the release of the capital budget of £50,000 to enable the schemes to progress.  The Corporate Project Board has not considered a full business case on the play area schemes. 
· Legal – The Local Government Act 2000 (Section 2) provides that the Council has the power to do anything which it considers likely to achieve  the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental well-being of its area.  The power may be used in relation or for the benefit of the whole or any part of the community or all or any persons present or resident in the Council’s area.

The Council is able to incur expenditure in pursuance of the power but in doing so it must have regard to its Community Strategy.
· Corporate – 
· Risk Management – 
· Equality and Disability –  Positive impact.  Newer play equipment is designed for inclusive use.
· Environmental – 
· Crime and Disorder – 
· Impact on Customers – Positive impact.  Better facilities for children’s play and safe spaces for families to enjoy their local environment.
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