INDIVIDUAL PORTFOLIO HOLDERS DECISIONS

Below is a list of decisions taken by Individual Portfolio Holders acting under delegated powers:

REF: PF.007/05
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO PARISH COUNCILS
Decision of
Councillor Firth

Portfolio
Finance and Resources

Subject Matter


To consider a report from the Head of Finance (FS.12/05) on the grant distribution to the Parish Councils as a contribution towards the cost of concurrent services provided by the Parishes in 2005/06.

Following the formula agreed with the Parish Councils, the total precepted levies for 2004/05 made by the Parish Councils totalled £307,561 and after deducting certified burial expenditure of £9,551 there was a balance of £298,010 on which a general grant in respect of concurrent services could be paid.

Grant on burial expenditure at 40% absorbed £3,820 of the available grant leaving a balance of £55,480 which represented a rate of 18.62% for the general grant in respect of concurrent services.

A schedule of grants payable to Parish Councils for 2005/06 was appended to the report.

Summary of Options Rejected
None

DECISION
That the schedule of grants payable to Parish Councils for 2005/06 totalling £59,300, as appended to Report FS.12/05 be approved.

Reason for Decision
The distribution is based upon the formula first agreed in approximately 1982 between the City Council and the Parish Councils Association.  The total allocation is based upon the approved budget allocation for 2005/06 of £59,300.

Date Decision Made
14 June 2005

Date Decision Implemented

22 June 2005

REF: PF.008/05
BEREAVEMENT SERVICES - CREMATORIUM CHARGES

Decision of
Councillor Bloxham

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter


In January 2005, the City Council was advised by the General Medical Council that the fee they charge for certification would increase by £11 for each certificate with effect from 1 January 2005.  This represented a 300% increase and is one in which the Council has no control or influence.

The City Council has tried to contain this external cost increase within existing budgets and has managed to do so for the past six months.  However, this is no longer sustainable and this cost increase must now be passed on by an increase in charges with effect from 1 August 2005.

Summary of Options Rejected
An option for the City Council to absorb the cost increase was rejected as it would have a financial impact of £20,000 to £30,000 per annum.

DECISION
That the cremation fees be as follows from 1 August 2005:-

Cremation Stillborn/Child up to 1 month - Free (currently Free)

Cremation 1 month to 17 years - £96 (currently £85)

Cremation 18+ - £385 (currently £374)

Cremation - £45 (currently £34)

Environmental Cremation - £346 (currently £335)

Reason for Decision
The increase in charges simply passes on increased charges imposed on the City Council by the General Medical Council.

Date Decision Made
16 June 2005

Date Decision Implemented

24 June 2005

