
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL 

HELD ON 24 NOVEMBER 2004


LRP.97/04
LICENSING ACT 2003 – CONSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE LICENSING COMMITTEE

The Assistant Solicitor presented a report by the Head of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.51/04) providing an update on the constitutional arrangements required for the operation of the Statutory Licensing Committee under the Licensing Act 2003, following recent advice from the Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS).

The advice from DCMS stated that the Licensing Committee which authorities are obliged to set up under the 2003 Act can only deal with those functions set out in the Act and not with any other licensing matters, such as taxi and private hire licences. The Council will therefore have to establish a freestanding Licensing Committee to deal solely with the 2003 Act functions, whilst retaining another regulatory body to deal with other licensing functions.  These new arrangements will need to be in place not later than the first appointed day of 7th February 2005.

It was proposed that the current Licensing and Regulatory Panel be re-named the Regulatory Panel and a new freestanding Licensing Committee be established comprised of 12 members.  The new Licensing Committee will be empowered to establish Sub-committees to exercise its functions and it was proposed that 4 Sub-Committees of 3 Members each be established.

In response to a Member’s question, the Assistant Solicitor advised that there was no requirement that the Sub-Committees would have to be politically balanced.  Members commented that this would allow interchange between Sub-Committees from time to time as necessary in order to ensure that there are 3 members attending each Sub-Committee meeting.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the requirements for a separate Licensing Committee to deal only with the functions set out under the Licensing Act 2003 be noted.

(2)
That the Panel recommends to the City Council that:

(a)  
A separate Licensing Committee is established to undertake all those functions referred to in the Licensing Act 2003 and formally appoints to that Committee the same Members and Substitutes as comprised in the current Licensing and Regulatory Panel.

(b)   
The current Licensing and Regulatory Panel is renamed the Regulatory Panel and continues with the same Members but with the revised remit to carry out all licensing functions other than those specified under the Licensing Act 2003.

(c)
That the revised delegation arrangements and consequential amendments to the Council’s Constitution, as set out in Appendix 1, are approved, subject to the Licensing Committee itself giving formal approval to the delegations at its first meeting after its formal establishment.

(d)
That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services be authorised to make the changes to the Council’s Constitution as set out above, together with any other ancillary and related changes which are necessary in order to accommodate the proposed arrangements and secure the implementation of the provisions of the 2003 Act.







