EXECUTIVE

THURSDAY, 28 AUGUST 2003 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:


Councillor Mitchelson (Chairman) (Leader and Promoting Carlisle Portfolio)

Councillor Bloxham (Environment, Infrastructure and Transport Portfolio)

Councillor Mrs M Bowman (Economic Prosperity Portfolio)

Councillor Firth (Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources Portfolio)

Councillor Mrs Geddes (Corporate Resources Portfolio)

Councillor Knapton (Health and Community Activities Portfolio)

ALSO PRESENT:   

Councillor Guest, Chairman of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee, was present at the meeting and spoke on item EX.194/03 (General Fund Provisional Out-turn 2002/03 – Carry Forward and Bid Request).

Councillor C Rutherford, Chairman of the Infrastructure, Overview and Scrutiny Committee, was present at the meeting and spoke on item EX.192/03 (Regional Government – Submission to the Boundary Commission).

Councillors Bradley and Jefferson attended the meeting as observers.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

There were no declarations of interest.

EX.191/03

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2002/03 (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Finance (FS.29/03) detailing the draft Statement of Accounts for 2002/03 which had been prepared in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 1996 and 2003.

The results of the relevant Best Value Performance Plan Performance Indicators for 2002/03 were also submitted for information.

The report also detailed certain Capital Determinations that the City Council must make under the terms of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the report be noted and it is also noted that at this stage the Statement is subject to audit.

2.
That the City Council be recommended to approve the Statement of Accounts for 2002/03.

3.
That the results of the Best Value Performance Plan Performance Indicators be noted.

4.
That the Capital Determinations as set out in Report FS.29/03 be recommended to the City Council for approval.

Reasons for Decision

The Statement of Accounts is recommended to the City Council for approval in accordance with the relevant legislation.

EX.192/03

REGIONAL GOVERNMENT – SUBMISSION TO THE




BOUNDARY COMMITTEE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Leader

Subject Matter

To consider a reference back to this Committee, following call-in by the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee, of Decision EX.182/03 concerning Regional Government.  The Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee has requested that the decision at EX.182/03 be reconsidered by the Executive.  The nature of its concerns are:

(a) 
The decision prejudges the outcome of the CRED Research;

(b) 
The Decision to prepare a joint submission with Eden District Council means that the decision would be difficult to amend at a later stage;

(c) 
If the CRED Research comes out against a Carlisle and Eden Unitary Authority, this would create difficulties in making a joint submission and may lead to an unrepresentative submission.

The Chairman of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee was present at the meeting and spoke on the reference back.

The Executive gave consideration to the areas of concern and made the following points:

(i) 
The decision to prepare a draft submission did nothing more than follow Council policy and did not prejudge the outcome of the CRED Research;

(ii) 
Any draft submission proposed by the Executive would be referred to the City Council on 4 September 2003.  It would be a matter for the full Council to determine the final content of the submission and whether it should be a joint submission with Eden and other Cumbrian District Authorities;

(iii) 
The outcome of the CRED research had demonstrated that a Carlisle and Eden Unitary Authority was a viable option.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That, having reconsidered the decisions taken in EX.182/03, no changes are proposed by the Executive and the decisions are reconfirmed.

Reasons for Decision

The Executive considered that the decisions taken in Minute EX.182/03 should be reconfirmed for the reasons stated above.

EX.193/03

REGIONAL GOVERNMENT – DRAFT SUBMISSION TO




THE BOUNDARY COMMITTEE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Leader

Subject Matter

To consider a report from Dr Gooding, Executive Director, (CE.15/03) which was tabled at the meeting setting out, for the Executive's consideration, an updated draft submission to the Boundary Committee.

Members had also received a presentation on a report commissioned by the Executive from the Northumbria University's Centre for Regional Economic Development (CRED) entitled "Local Government in Cumbria - Evaluating the Three Unitary Authority Option."

The CRED representatives answered Members' questions on the presentation.

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that a similar presentation had been made to an Overview and Scrutiny Workshop on 26 August 2003 when requests for certain additional information had been requested.  It had been agreed that CRED would produce an Appendix to their report on these issues.

The Executive asked Professor Peck to include in the Appendix the reasons CRED consider a Carlisle and Eden Unitary Authority to be viable as their report summary was unclear on this point.

Notes from an Overview and Scrutiny Workshop held on 26 August 2003 had been circulated to Members prior to the meeting.

The Executive gave consideration to the findings of the CRED research, the views of the Overview and Scrutiny Workshop and the updated draft submission.

The final content of the submission to the Boundary Committee would be agreed by the City Council at a special meeting on 4 September 2003.

Members noted that five of the six District Councils in Cumbria were preparing submissions based on the Three Unitary Authority option and that the CRED research supported the basis for this option as being viable.  The Executive believed that there was a sound basis for recommending to the City Council a submission for a Carlisle and Eden Unitary Authority.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the Executive recommends to the City Council:

(a)
That the updated submission be endorsed as the City Council's final submission to the Boundary Committee confirming that Carlisle City Council wishes to see a Carlisle and Eden Unitary Authority.

(b)
That the submission be made in a co-ordinated way with five District Councils in Cumbria.

2.
That the Executive place on record its appreciation for the work undertaken by Dr Gooding and all staff involved in the production of the draft submission document.

Reasons for Decision

To make a recommendation to the City Council on the content of the City Council's submission to the Boundary Committee.

EX.194/03

GENERAL FUND PROVISIONAL OUTTURN 2002/03 –

CARRY FORWARD AND BID REQUESTS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider feedback from the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 13 August 2003 to the carry forward and bid requests which had been considered by the Executive on 4 August 2003.  A copy of the decisions taken by the Executive on 4 August 2003 (EX.166/03) and the views of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee (CROS.93/03) were submitted.

The Chairman of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee was present at the meeting and addressed Members on the views of the Committee.

The Chairman referred to the fact that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee had recommended approval to all of the recurring bids totalling £242,300 but that available funding from virements from additional recurring income totalled £200,000.  He asked whether the Overview and Scrutiny Committee had addressed where the additional funding could be found.

The Chairman of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee responded that the Committee had considered all the bids and were satisfied that they were justified.  It was the prerogative of the Executive to prioritise the bids and make recommendations to the City Council.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the decisions taken in Minute EX.166/03 be endorsed and the following be referred to the City Council for approval, ie:

(i).
That the Category B and C carry forward requests totalling £1,237,419 as detailed in the individual reports be recommended for approval.

(ii)
That the bid for additional resources of £15,000 (non-recurring) be approved through a virement from the carry forward underspends from 2002/03.

(iii)
That the recurring bid for administrative support for Executive Management of £40,000 be recommended for approval through a virement from the identified recurring surplus within the 2003/04 Budget.

2.
That the views of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on the remaining recurring bids be considered during the Budget deliberations.

Reasons for Decision

To make recommendations to the City Council on carry forward and bid requests.

PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the paragraph number (as indicated in brackets against the Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

EX.195/03

TALKIN TARN (Key Decision)

(Public and press excluded by virtue of Paragraphs 7 and 8 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

(In accordance with Rule 15 (General Exception) of the Access to Information Procedure Rules, the Leader has agreed to consider this item at this meeting, although not in the Forward Plan.)

Portfolio

Health and Community Activities

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport (CLS.58/03) informing Members of the latest position regarding Talkin Tarn following discussions with Cumbria County Council over their decision to dispose of this asset.  The City Council, on 26 June 2003 had resolved to set up a meeting as a matter of urgency with Cumbria County Council and all local stakeholders to look at all the options with a view to retaining Talkin Tarn for the benefit of the people of North Cumbria.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the Executive confirms its offer in principle to Cumbria County Council for the transfer of Talkin Tarn in its entirety (including the Tarn End Hotel and grazing land) and for the County Council to take a decision at the earliest opportunity.

2.
That Officers enter into detailed negotiations with the County Council with the aim of analysing the various issues and liabilities that would arise if the City took ownership of Talkin Tarn Estate in total and report back to the Executive on the options open to the City Council.

3.
That the City Council be recommended to agree a supplementary estimate of up to £30,000 from balances to assist with this process.

Reasons for Decision

The City's vision is to ensure a high quality of life for all in both the urban and rural communities.  Talkin Tarn has a role to play in this and can add to the key priority set out within Health and Wellbeing within the Vision.  As part of the Celebrating Carlisle priority, the Tarn is a significant resource which is part of the natural surroundings of the area.

(The meeting ended at 3.40 pm)

