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EVENTS


pop2thepark	Sunday 8th August 	


An estimated 8,000 people attended this event.





The weather prior to and just after the event was horrendous, however on the day it was sunny although very windy.





Peter Andre failed to turn up and gave less than 3 hours notice of his intentions from the original line-up Twen2y4se7en and Cherie Charles also gave excuses for dropping out.  Unfortunately there was nothing we could do about any of this, regardless of contracts etc.  





Amanda Tinkler won the Battle of the Bands and opened the concert.





Despite the setbacks, the event went very well with the park looking busy and the fairground managing to get onto the grass in spite of the previous rainfall.





A lot of lessons were learnt and as a first event, it was felt that the ticket sales were good and we are positive that we can build on this event next year.





The partners involved were equally happy with the outcome and we are confident they are keen to continue working again on this event.








Fireshow		Saturday 6th November	7.00 pm	Bitts Park





All going according to plan.








Children In Need	Friday 19th November	6.00 pm – 10.00 pm


Devonshire Walk


			


The Council has been in discussions with BBC Television and have agreed for them to hold a live pop concert on Friday 19 November 2004 on Devonshire Walk Car Park as part of Children in Need.  Part of this concert will be televised live.





There has been a recent meeting with BBC Television and they are satisfied with the venue for this event.  BBC Television are more than satisfied with this site and the Council will play its part in delivering the necessary arrangements to ensure a safe and enjoyable event.











CHRISTMAS 2004


Following on from the success of last years Christmas activities we are endeavouring to build on the range of events and extend the areas covered by the Christmas lights.


 


The spectacular display of lights within the City Centre underpin the whole Christmas experience in Carlisle and for 2004 it is intended to extend these lighting displays into Scotch Street, Botchergate and Fisher Street it is also hoped to provide lighting displays in key buildings particularly at gateway locations, these will include The Citadel Towers, Debenhams and the Civic Centre.  We will also be improving the lighting displays in the trees.





The sculptures themed on Christmas Carols, which were introduced in 2003 are unique and very well received.  These will be repeated with perhaps a re-arrangement of their locations within the City Centre in order to provide some variety on last year.  





The use of Christmas trees provided another unique element to Carlisle’s Christmas street scene, they were kindly donated by the Forestry Commission and they will once again be featured in 2004.





Following the success of last years Christmas Grotto we will be staging another Grotto this year, which will be ‘Santa’s Arctic Wonderland’ (Eskimo World).





A new initiative proposed for 2004 involves a Santa’s trail, which involves the use of high quality Father Christmas life size figures, which will be located in key buildings within the City Centre; a children’s trail will link them together.





The torchlight procession was also well received last year, plans are being drawn up for this event which will include carols in the Cathedral, a procession into the City Centre, more carols in the city centre and finishing with a hog roast in the Tithe Barn.





The switch-on of the Christmas lights will take place on Sunday November 21st 2004, again this event will include stage entertainment in the lead up to the switch-on.  This year’s switch-on is again being organised and sponsored by the Evening News and Star in association with CFM.





There will be another Christmas Pantomime at the Sands Centre this year it will be Peter Pan which will be running from 15 December 2004 through to December 2004.
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TOWN TWINNING 


The 2004 Town Twinning visit took place in Flensburg, Germany from August  12 –16.  The Carlisle Delegation comprised of the Mayor, C’llr Paul Atkinson, TCCE and myself.  At the business meeting it was agreed to focus on 4 key issues:





I.	Youth Exhchange


Currently Youth Exchange’s take place at different times and on a different rotation to the main Town Twinning visits.  It was agreed that arrangements would work better if they were re-aligned to be compatible, as a result the following programme of visits were agreed.





Youth Exchange		Town Twinning Delegation





2004			Carlisle 			Flensburg


2005			Flensburg			Carlisle 


2006			Slupsk			Slupsk


2007			Carlisle 			Carlisle   


2008			Flensburg			Flensburg


2009			Slupsk			Slupsk








It was further proposed that work should be undertaken to include Youth Clubs into the programme and organisations such as the Lions Club.  It was further agreed that an initiative should be undertaken to exchange lifeguards, which has already started to happen between Flensburg and Slupsk.  It was recognised that partners could opt in and out of these arrangements as they wish and not all twinning needs to be three-way.  It was agreed that we should look at ways of improving youth participation in our twinning links 





II.	Economic 


Representatives from Slupsk highlighted issues of unemployment and of industries, which are no longer competitive.  They wish to exchange experience and good practice with private sector companies in Carlisle and Flensburg.  They specifically mentioned Waste Management, Town Planning and Environmental Management.  





We were told that Slupsk were holding an Economic Forum on 17 and 18 September 2004, both Flensburg and Carlisle were invited to attend.





The Chamber of Commerce were approached to see if representatives could be organised to attend, but unfortunately as a result of the short notice it has been impossible to facilitate.





I have written to Slupsk explaining the position and have offered to help organise a separate visit to Slupsk for Economic partners at some point in the future.  Flensburg are in a similar position to ourselves and are unable to attend.





It was pointed out that some Carlisle companies were employing people from Poland and this matter would be investigated further as to how Slupsk could link into this initiative.





It was agreed that there could be several economic initiatives that could be developed further and this could form part of a special economic meeting 





Also, a separate approach has been made from Professor Dr Michael Kratzschmar a Professor Dr of Engineering and Applied Sciences, Maths, IT and Technology for one term placements between Carlisle and Flensburg.  





III.	Communication


It was generally agreed that communications needed to be improved between the Cities.





It was agreed there should be a single point of contact for the organisation and management of future twinning arrangements but that the details of each component of the exchange and activity should be delegated.





It was also noted that the respective websites could be developed and the web designers from each city should try and create a link between the cities on the website.





IV.	Education


We brought to the attention of the meeting, the project of Carlisle developing as a Learning City, we also pointed out the possibility of EU money being available through the “Grundtvig Learning Partnership” by including European partners.  The project aims to bring three cities from 3 different countries together in the area of adult education and this scenario would be ideal for Carlisle, Slupsk & Flensburg.





Both Slupsk and Flensburg agreed they would like to support this concept.





Cumbria in Bloom 


At the Award ceremony held in Windermere on 06 September 2004 Carlisle was successful in winning a gold award under the Large Town category within Cumbria in Bloom.  This is the 5th time in a row Carlisle has won its category within the competition.  The award is recognition of a great effort, not only from the City Council, but also from all those associated i.e. hotels and guest houses, businesses, individual gardens and community groups





Carlisle was also judged as part of Britain in Bloom on 11th August, the results of this will be announced on 23rd September at an event in Leeds.
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