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Sure Start Carlisle South 

Two parents from the SS Parents Advisory Group were invited to speak alongside Beverley Hughes MP, Minister for Children, Young People and Families at the national Children's Centre Conference held in London on January and were highly commended for the contribution they made.

Children and Young People

The culmination of one of the film projects we have been working on with the Cumbria Film Collective and a group of young people, came at the Keswick Film Festival in February when it was shown for the first time and the young people got the opportunity to meet Ken Loach, one of the world's leading film Directors. The 15 minute film, called Dear Diary, was produced by the young people and highlights some of the issues they feel are important to them in Carlisle, such as homelessness, bullying, teenage pregnancy, drug and alcohol misuse.

Group Repair Scheme at Westmorland Street, Denton Holme

We now have a written expression of interest from the owner, and are progressing to the next stage. It has been quite a laborious process, but progress is being made, with surveys also about to be carried out in Garfield Street. These two phases are looking to progress to an onsite start in May/June of this year, with a projected completion of Oct/Nov. 

All budgets are now fully committed and staff are working flat out to ensure that as much of each grant budget is paid in this financial year as possible, to ensure that as little is carried over as possible. This is not always possible, as applicants are allowed 12 months to complete the work, so inevitably, some of the budget will need to be carried over into the next financial year.   

Anti-Social Behaviour

Posts

The ASB Co-ordinator post has now been advertised for Carlisle. This post has been delayed to ensure that it dovetails into the proposed CDRP Unit.

The ASB Witness & Victim Support post continues to attract national attention through Victim Support Cumbria. The post has directly supported victims and witnesses of ASB. In recognition of the role of the local community in tackling ASB, several of these victims and witnesses have agreed to go forward to the Respect ‘Taking A Stand Award’.

ASB Unit

The CDRP are planning to move into the Octagon, an arrangement that will become part of our contribution to the CDRP to tackle ASB. The unit will include officers from the following partners:

· Cumbria Constabulary

Four Local Policing Team Problem Solving Officers

· Carlisle Housing Association

Tenancy Enforcement Officer / ASB related Officer

·  Impact Housing

Two Independent Domestic Violence Advisors

We are working to a launch date of 19th March 2007 for the new Unit.

Redeployable Cameras

The four cameras have been deployed to the initial sites around Carlisle and Eden:

· Borland Avenue, Botcherby

· Dowbeck Road, Castle (Recalled with a fault, this could be criminal damage)

· Holmes Avenue, Currock

· Brougham Street, Penrith

It is too early to assess the full impact of the cameras but early work suggests they have been very useful in collecting evidence of ASB and criminal activity. The camera in Botcherby has directly contributed evidence for a breach of an court injunction, this has led to a short custodial sentence for the offender.

Streetsafe

The final Streetsafe operation of the year, also the biggest, was delivered in Currock & Upperby from, 12 – 15 February. The team of partnership officers and volunteers covered 600 properties with door-to-door community engagement. The CDRP has captured a number of actions that we can build into our plans for the forthcoming year.

Stop Smoking Programme

A total of 9 of our staff attended and registered for help on our ‘Stop Smoking’ day on 15 February.    A further session is being held on 22 February to continue the programme with those registered.
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