CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING

THURSDAY 26 JUNE 2003 AT 7.00 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Pattinson), Councillor Aldersey, Atkinson, Bain, Bloxham, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bowman, 


Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Farmer, Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Ms Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Hendry, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Ms Martlew, McMillan, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Robinson, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Stevenson, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Ms Watson, Watson (R), Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.96/03
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Guest, Hodgson, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), McDevitt and Mrs Southward.

C.97/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Glendinning, Weber, Watson (R), Farmer, Robinson, Collier, Jefferson and Aldersey declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Agenda Item 9, Talkin Tarn.  The Members stated that their interest arose due to their position as County Councillors.

C.98/03
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Mayor

The Mayor announced that the Memorial Book for former Councillor Eilbeck would be on display for Members to view at the close of the meeting in the Slupsk Room.

(b) The Leader

The Leader issued a statement with regards to his recent meeting with the County Council on the subject of Talkin Tarn.  He informed Members that he had arranged an urgent meeting with the County Council.  That meeting had been arranged for Monday 23 June when Councillors Bloxham, Mr Stybelski, Mr Beveridge and himself had met representatives from the County Council.  He informed Members that the meeting had been a positive meeting which had explored solutions for the way forward in order to keep Talkin Tarn in public ownership.  He added that a report back on the proposals and outcomes would be submitted for consideration by both Councils.

(c)
Members of the Executive

There were no other announcements by the Members of the Executive.

(c) The Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements by the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.99/03

QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 and 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or deputations had been submitted by members of the public.  

C.100/03
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members.

C.101/03
BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE PLAN

A copy of the Council’s Best Value Performance Plan for 2003/04 had been circulated.  A further report (SPS.14/03) summarising the amendments made to the Best Value Plan document dated 17 June 2003 had also been circulated.

The Minutes of the meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 23 June and the Executive held on 24 June regarding the Best Value Performance Plan were also circulated.

Councillor Firth moved 

“that subject to the drafting amendments as set out in Report SPS.14/03 the Best Value Performance Plan as circulated to the City Council dated 17 June 2003 be approved.”  

Councillor Firth also noted the observations of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee from their meeting on 23 June 2003 regarding the limited time available to produce the Best Value Performance Plan to meet Government’s targets and the difficulties in understanding the Plan which was both a lengthy and complex document which was not user friendly.

Councillor Mitchelson wished to place on record appreciation for the work undertaken by staff in Strategy and Performance Services, and other members of staff who had contributed performance indicator information to the report, in view of the tight timescale for the report to be adopted by the City Council.  After some discussion it was:

RESOLVED – That the Best Value Performance Plan document dated 17 June 2003 be approved as the City Council’s Best Value Performance Plan subject to the various amendments as set out in Report SPS.14/03.

C.102/03
NOTICE OF MOTION – TALKIN TARN

Consideration was given to the following motion from Councillor Hendry which had been submitted in accordance with Procedure Rule 12.


“That the City Council set up a meeting as a matter of urgency with Cumbria County Council and all local stakeholders to look at all the options with a view to retaining Talkin Tarn for the benefit of the people of North Cumbria”.

Councillors Farmer, Robinson, Collier and Jefferson left the meeting 

while the item was being discussed.

Councillor Boaden seconded the above motion.

After some discussion it was:

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Hendry as set out above be agreed.

C.103/03
DECISION TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY

Pursuant to Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 15(1) the Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported (LDS.38/03) on a decision taken by the Executive at its Special Meeting held on 24 June 2003 which was taken as an urgent decision and dealt with as a matter of urgency not subject to call-in.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

C.104/03
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring forward as a matter of urgency.

(The meeting ended at 7.40 pm)
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