
Summary: 

As part of the annual review of charges, the Executive is asked to agree the charges 
for Building Control, which are, since 1 April 1999, set by the Council following 
guidance from the Local Government Association. The charges considered by the 
Executive on 15 October 2001 were due to be implemented from 1 April 2002, 
however further guidance has been received from the Local Government Association 
regarding the level of charges authorities should set. This report incorporates that 
advice and requests that the charges as set out in Appendix A are approved to be 
implemented from 1 April 2002.  

Recommendations: 

That the charges set out in Appendix A are approved to be effective from 1 April 2002 
subject to their publication and consideration of any comments received. 
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To: The Chairman and Members of  

The Executive EN028/02 

11 March 2002 

REVIEW OF CHARGES 2002/03 – BUILDING CONTROL 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS 

1.1 On 15 October 2001, as a requirement under the Corporate Charging 
Policy approved by Policy and Resources Committee on 30 August 2001. 
The Executive approved the proposed charges for 2002/03 for the services 
within the remit of the Department of Environment and Development. 

1.2 In January 2002 the Local Government Association provided more 
detailed guidance as to the level of charges an authority should set for 
Building Control and this has been incorporated in the charges set out in 
Appendix A.  

1.3 The principle behind the setting of the charge is that of cost recovery. 
The operational side of the Building Control Service is required by the 
Building (Local Authority Charges) Regulations Act 1998 to break-even over 
a three year period. The income from this change to the charges is not likely 
to significantly differ from the 2.5% incorporated in the Environment and 
Development Services estimates. 

2. CONSULTATION 

1. Consultation to Date. 

Overview and Scrutiny as part of the budget process. 

2. Consultation proposed. 

The implementation of the amended charges will be subject to a period 
enabling comment after publication in the local press. 

3. STAFFING/RESOURCES COMMENTS 

Not applicable 

4. CITY TREASURER’S COMMENTS 

The budgeted income for 2002/03 is £277,570 as reported to the Executive 
on  

15 October 2001 (Financial Memo 2001/02 No 90) equating to a 2.5% 
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increase over the previous year. The effect of the advice received from the 
Local Government Association is not likely to significantly affect this budget 
provision. 

  

  

5. LEGAL COMMENTS 

Not applicable 

6. CORPORATE COMMENTS 

Not applicable 

7. RISK MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT 

Not applicable  

8. EQUALITY ISSUES 

Not applicable 

9. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable 

10. CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable 

11. RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the charges set out in Appendix A are approved to be effective from 1 
April 2002 subject to their publication and consideration of any comments 
received. 

12. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

As stated above. 

  

M. BATTERSBY 

Director of Environment & Development 
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Contact Officer: Walter Davidson Ext: 7189 
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