
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 2 JULY 2007


EX.161/07
CARLISLE RENAISSANCE - FUNDING DELIVERY (Key Decision)

Portfolio - Promoting Carlisle; and Environment and Infrastructure
Subject Matter - The Director of Carlisle Renaissance submitted Report CE.25/07 advising that a Concept Proposal (appended to the report) had been submitted to Cumbria Vision setting out a draft programme of activities over the period 2007/08 - 2009/10.  The report set out the rationale for the inclusion of specific projects in the proposal and potential funding required from the North West Development Agency, the City Council and other organisations to implement them.  The report also considered the phasing of projects and the potential sources of City Council Funding.  The Executive on 11 June 2007 (EX.132/07) had endorsed the proposal and forwarded it to the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration.  

The Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 28 June 2007 and the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 21 June 2007 had considered the report and minute excerpts were submitted.  

The Chairman of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee attended the meeting and commented that the Committee felt that the physical regeneration and educational issues identified, were important to the future of Carlisle.  The Committee had also recognised that economic growth within Carlisle could not be sustained without a growth in population and the Committee would wish to see efforts to encourage that.  The Committee had further suggested that arrangements should be put in place to allow broad scrutiny of Carlisle Renaissance to take place, via a joint scrutiny arrangement or the establishment of a Carlisle Renaissance Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

The Vice Chairman of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee attended the meeting and commented that the Committee had also commented on mechanisms for the scrutiny of Carlisle Renaissance proposals and had expressed concerns regarding insufficient involvement of Members, particularly Overview and Scrutiny, in the Carlisle Renaissance process.

The Leader responded that he acknowledged the importance of involving Overview and Scrutiny and other Members in Carlisle Renaissance.  This was being addressed through cross party working groups, reports to Overview and Scrutiny Committees and presentations to all Members.  He suggested that a meeting be set up between representatives of the Executive, the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee and Carlisle Renaissance and Overview and Scrutiny officers to review scrutiny protocols for Carlisle Renaissance and to discuss and develop a programme for Carlisle Renaissance being taken through the scrutiny process.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

1. The Executive welcomes comments from both Overview and Scrutiny Committees, particularly the need to review existing Overview and Scrutiny protocols concerning Carlisle Renaissance to improve Member engagement.  This should be taken forward by setting up a meeting between representatives of the Executive, the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee and Carlisle Renaissance and Overview and Scrutiny officers to review scrutiny protocols for Carlisle Renaissance and to discuss and develop a programme for Carlisle Renaissance being taken through the scrutiny process.

2. That the Executive confirms that the funding application referred to in Report CE.25/07 was now under consideration by the Northwest Development Agency and that they had agreed to release advance funding to the City Council of £389,000 to support progress on development schemes and delivery mechanisms.

3. That in support of the funding application and to enable progress on improvements to the City's historic core, the Executive:

(a) recommends that Council allocates £840,000 from its capital resources (funded from LABGI grant) to fund a public realm improvement scheme on Castle Street; and

(b) asks Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee be asked to comment on the design and specification of the Castle Street scheme at its next meeting.

Reasons for Decision - Endorsement of the concept proposal by the Executive would be taken account of in assessment of the proposal by the North West Development Agency.  The allocation of additional resources to support its delivery would require approval by the City Council.

