COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2003 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Pattinson), Councillors Atkinson, Bain, Bloxham, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Farmer, Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hendry, Hodgson, Im Thurm, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, 


Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson J, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Prest, Robinson, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford K, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Ms Watson, Weedall and Wilson. 

C.135/03
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Aldersey,  

Ms Glendinning, McMillan, Mrs Parsons, Ms Quilter, Toole, Watson (R) and Weber.

C.136/03
MINUTES

The Minutes of the City Council held 15 July 2003 had been circulated.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the City Council held on    15 July 2003 be signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.

C.137/03
AGENDA

Councillor Guest gave notice of an amendment to the Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Boaden, a copy of which had been circulated.  

Councillor Knapton seconded the amendment.

C.138/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Mrs Styth, Mrs Mallinson, Mrs Prest and Dodd, declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members in respect of the item of business relating to Housing Strategies and the Report of the  Portfolio Holder for Economic Prosperity.  

Their interest was in respect of their appointment by the City Council as a member of the Board of the Carlisle Housing Association.

Councillor Glover declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial under the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of business relating to Housing Strategies and the Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Boaden and he took no part in the voting or discussion thereon.  He stated that his interest was in respect of his employment by the County Council.

C.139/03
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Mayor
The Mayor announced that the visit to Carlisle by Mayor’s of the North West which had taken place on Friday 5 September 2003 had been very successful with over a 100 Mayors visiting the City.

(b) The Leader of the Council
The Leader indicated that there were no announcements which he wished to bring to the attention of the Council.

(c) Members of the Executive
Councillor Bloxham drew Members attention to Minute EX.142/03 the CCTV Annual Report and he highlighted in particular the total of 1,329 Police attended incidents which had been recorded by CCTV during 2002 and which had resulted in 936 arrests. He commented on the impact which the presence of CCTV cameras within the City had had on the levels of disorder and anti-social behaviour

(d) Town Clerk & Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.140/03
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or deputations had been submitted by members of the public to be dealt with by the Council.

C.141/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Glover  left the meeting during consideration of the following item of business :

Housing Strategies

Pursuant to Minute EX.141/03 and C.118/03(e), Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the receipt and adoption of  the Council’s Homelessness Strategy and the Housing Renewal Grant Policy copies of which had been circulated to Members as part of Report ES.62/03.

Members questioned Councillor Bloxham on details of the Homelessness Strategy and its implementation, and after some discussion it was –

RESOLVED – That the Homelessness Strategy and Housing Renewal Grant Policy as circulated to Members of the City Council under Report ES.62/03 be agreed and adopted by the City Council.

C.142/03
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Councillors for consideration.

C.143/03
THE EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11, Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 7 July and 4 August 2003.

Members questioned the Leader and Portfolio Holders on details of the above Minutes.

RESOLVED – That, subject to references from the Executive regarding the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework being dealt with later in the meeting, the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 7 July and 4 August  2003 be received.

C.144/03
COPIES OF PORTFOLIO REPORTS

Copies of Reports from the following Portfolio Holders were circulated prior to the meeting :

Health and Community Activities

Corporate Resources

Policy Performance Management Finance and Resources

Promoting Carlisle

Economic Prosperity

Environment Infrastructure and Transport

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports.  

The Leader and Promoting Carlisle Portfolio Holder announced that Carlisle had won the Cumbria in Bloom Competition and would now go through to the national finals and he paid tribute to all the Council staff who were involved in the creation of the floral displays within the City.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2)  That the Portfolio Holder for Economic Prosperity inform the Cumbria Economic Intelligence Partnership that the Trinity Ward had not existed for some time, and had been replaced by the Castle Ward and to request the Partnership to amend its records accordingly.

C.145/03
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

(a) Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee
Councillor Jefferson moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 3 July and 14 August 2003 be received and adopted.  

Councillor Jefferson also submitted his Chairman’s Report.

Councillor Jefferson also moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Joint Overview and Scrutiny Workshop held on 22 August 2003 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 3 July and 14 August 2003, and the Minutes of the Joint Overview and Scrutiny Committee Workshop held on 22 August 2003, together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(b) Overview and Scrutiny Committee – Community
Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved, and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 17 July and 1 August 2003 be received and adopted.  

Councillor Mrs Mallinson also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee – Community held on 17 July and 1 August 2003 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(c) Overview and Scrutiny Committee – Corporate Resources
Councillor Guest moved, and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 24 July and 13 August 2003 be received and adopted.

Councillor Guest also presented his Chairman’s Report.

With regards to Minute CROS.83/03(b) Councillor Guest requested Labour Members to submit their suggestions as to Wards to be included within the proposed area working pilot to Councillor Mrs Bradley.  The Conservative Group to submit their suggestions to Councillor Jefferson and the Liberal Democrat Group to submit their suggestions to himself.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 24 July and 13 August 2003, together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(d) Overview and Scrutiny Committee – Infrastructure

Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved, and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 31 July be received and adopted.

Councillor Mrs Rutherford also submitted her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 31 July 2003, together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.146/03
LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved, and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 2 July and 6 August 2003 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 2 July and 6 August 2003 be received and adopted.

C.147/03
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved and Councillor Jefferson seconded, that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 16 and 18 July 2003 be received and adopted.

Councillor Collier reported that a training course for Members of the Council was to be organised to look at the role of the Development Control Committee, which he was hoping could be extended to Members of Parish Councils.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 16 and 18 July 2003 be received and adopted.

C.148/03
NOTICE OF MOTION NEWTOWN BOWLING GREEN

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Guest :

“This Council re-appraises the current option of selling the Newtown Bowling Green without regard to the opinions of those people directly affected by the widening of the road at  Wood Street by any potential developer”.

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Guest as set out above be agreed.

C.149/03
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillor Glover having declared a prejudicial interest left the room and took no part in the voting or discussion on the following item of business :

C.150/03
NOTICE OF MOTION – HOMECARE CHARGES

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Boaden :

“Carlisle City Council notes with concern the report that 250 people have cancelled their care since the introduction of homecare charges by Cumbria County Council in October 2002.

This Council considers that these vulnerable people have been put at risk as a result of having their free care services withdrawn.

We now call on Cumbria County Council to abolish these mean charges and restore the provision of free care to vulnerable people living in Cumbria.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs Styth.

Councillor Guest moved and Councillor Hodgson seconded an amendment to the above motion that :

“Paragraph 2 be deleted.

Paragraph 3 be deleted and substituted with :

“We now call on the Government to introduce funding to provide free home care to vulnerable people living in Cumbria as is available in Scotland.” “

During the debate Councillors Collier, Robinson, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson J and Jefferson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members in respect of this item of business.  The above Councillors interest was in respect of their being Members of the Cumbria County Council.

Following voting thereon the amendment of Councillor Guest was agreed.

Following further voting thereon the substantive motion of Councillor Boaden as amended by Councillor Guest as set out below was AGREED.

“Carlisle City Council notes with concern the report that 250 people have cancelled their care since the introduction of  homecare charges by Cumbria County Council in October 2002.

We now call on the Government to introduce funding to provide free homecare to vulnerable people living in Cumbria as is available in Scotland.”

C.151/03
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO



THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(a) General Fund Provisional Outturn 2002/03 Carry Forward and

Bid Requests

Pursuant to Minute EX.134/03; C.118/03(g); EX.166/03 and CROS.96/03., consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Finance regarding the General Fund Provisional Outturn and Carry Forward Requests.  The views of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 13 August 2003 were also circulated.  

A further report on Environmental Conditions in the Revenues and Benefits Office (CTS.22/03) in support of one of the carry forward requests had also been circulated.

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Firth seconded and it was AGREED -

(1)   That the Report of the Head of Finance FS.28/03 and the Report of the Head of Commercial and Technical Services CTS.22/03 be noted.

(2)    That the Category B and C Carry Forward Requests totalling £1,237,419 as itemised in Report FS.28/03 be approved. 

(3)  That the bid for additional resources of £15,000 non-recurring in respect of an IT Business System for the Member Support and Employee Services Section as detailed in Report FS.28/03 be approved and funded through a virement from the Carry Forward underspends from 2002/03.

(4) That the recurring bid for administrative support for Executive Management of £40,000 be approved and funded through virement from the identified recurring surplus within the 2003/04 budget.

(b) Statement of Accounts 2002/03
Pursuant to Minute EX.169/03, consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Finance on the Statement of the City Council’s Accounts for 2002/03.  

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED -

(1)  That the Statement of Accounts for 2002/03 which had been prepared in accordance with the Account and Audit Regulations 1996 and 2003 and circulated as an Appendix to Report FS.29/03 be approved.

(2)  That the results of the Best Value Performance Plan and Performance Indicators be noted.

(3) That the Capital Determinations as required under the 1989 Local Government and Housing Act and as set out below be approved.


General Fund

£
Housing General Fund

£
Housing Revenue Account

£


Total

£

Use of Credit Approvals
  29,568
384.024
  818,000
1,231.592

Use of Usable Capital Receipts
179,811
121,645
1,405,008
1,706,464

Usable Capital Receipts Reserved to cover Credit Arrangements
0
0
0
0

Net Minimum Revenue Provision
(190,917)
0
  408,167
  217,250

Usable Capital Receipts to repay Debt
0
0
0
0

Expenditure to be capitalised which is to be reimbursed or defrayed from money provided by some other person
0
0
0
0

(c)
Affordable Warmth Strategy
Pursuant to Minute EX.174/03 consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Environmental Protection Services on the Affordable Warmth Strategy.

Councillor Bloxham moved and it was seconded that the Affordable Warmth Strategy which was circulated as an attachment to Report ES.63/03 be approved and adopted.  After some discussion it was –

RESOLVED – That the Affordable Warmth Strategy as attached to Report ES.63/03 be approved and adopted by the City Council.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Robinson, Collier, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson J and Jefferson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members in respect of the following item of business relating to Talkin Tarn.  Their interest was in respect of their membership of the Cumbria County Council.

(d)
Talkin Tarn
Pursuant to Minute EX.195/03, Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded a recommendation from the Executive, that the City Council agree a supplementary estimate of up to £30,000 from balances to fund the cost of the City Council analysing the various issues and liabilities which will arise should the Council take ownership of the Talkin Tarn Estate in total.

That Officers prepare their a report for consideration by the Executive on the options open to the City Council.

The Leader also updated Members of the Council on discussions which had taken place with the Cumbria County Council with regards to the possible transfer of Talkin Tarn to the City Council in its entirety.

RESOLVED – (1) That the City Council agree a supplementary estimate of up to £30,000 from balances to assist the City Council to analyse the various issues and liabilities which will arise should the City Council decide to take ownership of the Talkin Tarn Estate in its entirety.

(2)  Following consideration of the various issues, Officers prepare a report back to the Executive on the options open to the City Council.

(e) Waste Management Recycling Initiatives
Pursuant to Minute EX.197/03 consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Environmental Protection Services and Head of Legal and Democratic Services (EPS.64/03) on an offer received from DEFRA to fund a Kerbside Recycling Initiative.

Councillor Bloxham moved, and it was seconded and AGREED - 

(1)
That the City Council note the Report and the offer of a grant from DEFRA, in particular the Revenue Budget consequences to flow from proceeding with the initiative (a recurring commitment of £340,000), and the Council confirm its agreement to meet any ongoing budgetary and revenue consequences arising from the proposals.

(2)
That the offer from DEFRA be accepted in principle subject to agreement being reached with Eden District Council on the respective obligations and responsibilities of the two Authorities under the Joint Initiative, and a appropriate procurement methodology being agreed and adopted to secure the proper commissioning of the services in accordance with any necessary requirements, whilst enabling the works and services to be put in place by 31 March 2004.

(f) Consultation Paper – the Cycle of Local Government Elections
In England
Pursuant to Minute EX.211/03, consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.52/03) on a Consultation Paper issued by the Electoral Commission on the cycle of Local Government Elections in England.

Councillor Knapton moved, and it was seconded and AGREED -

That the suggested responses from the Executive to the various questions raised in the Consultation Paper as set out in Minute EX.211/03 be submitted as the City Council’s response to the Electoral Commission.

(g)
Minimum Age of Voting and Candidacy in UK Elections
Pursuant to Minute EX.212/03 consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.53/03) on a Consultation Paper from the Electoral Commission seeking views on whether the minimum age for voting and standing for elections should be reduced. 

Councillor Knapton moved and it was seconded and AGREED –

That the suggested response from the Executive on the Consultation Paper from the Electoral Commission on the minimum age of voting and candidacy in the UK Elections as set out in Minute EX.212/03 be submitted as the City Council’s response to that Consultation Paper.

(h)
Carlisle – Christmas City 2003      

Pursuant to Minute EX.209/03, consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Economic and Community Development and Head of Commercial and Technical Services (ECD.29/03) on plans for Christmas 2003 in the City Centre.  Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded and it was AGREED –

That the Joint Report be noted and that the City Council approve a supplementary estimate of up to £40,000 from balances to cover costs involved in the three year Christmas Lighting Programme.

C.152/03
INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL – REVIEW OF MEMBERS’ TRAVEL AND SUBSISTENCE

Pursuant to Minute CROS.87/03, consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Member Support and Employee Services (ME.7/03) regarding Members’ Travel and Subsistence Schemes.  

Councillor Guest moved and it was seconded that the recommendations made by the Independent Remuneration Panel, as set out in the above Report relating to Members’ travel and subsistence arrangements, be agreed and adopted.  

After some discussion, Councillor Bloxham moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED –

(1)    That the Report be referred back to the Independent Remuneration Panel for further consideration to be given to the matters in respect of Travel and Subsistence Allowances.

(2)  That Members of the City Council be invited to submit their comments/concerns on the proposals prior to the matter being considered further by the Independent Remuneration Panel and the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  

(3)    It be noted that the scheme will need to be agreed by the next scheduled meeting of the City Council.

C.153/03
DECISIONS TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY

Pursuant to Rule 15(1) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules, the Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported (LDS.56/03) on decisions taken by the Executive at its meeting on 28 August 2003 which had been taken as a matter of urgency not subject to call-in.

RESOLVED – That the Report be noted.

C.154/03
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of the meeting.

C.155/03
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in Paragraph Number 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

C.156/03
STANDARDS COMMITTEE – 


APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT MEMBER

Consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services regarding the appointment of an Independent Member to serve on the City Council’s Standards Committee.  The Chairman of the Standards Committee informed Council that the Standards Committee had met on 2 September 2003 to consider the applications which had been received for the post and a copy of the Minutes of the above meeting of the Standards Committee had been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson moved and it was seconded and AGREED -

(1) The City Council agree to the appointment of Dr P Tiplady to serve as an Independent Member of the City Council’s Standards Committee for a term of three years as from 9 September 2003.

(2) That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services write to the remaining applicants thanking them for their applications and informing them of the Council’s decision.

(3) That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services write to Mr J Burnett, thanking him for his service as an Independent Member on the City Council’s Standards Committee and wishing him well for the future.

(4) That the change of Parish Council representation on the Standards Committee to the effect that the former representative, Councillor Mrs J Wilkinson had now resigned and been replaced by Councillor Mrs J Holland, with Councillor Mrs P Dalton as the Substitute, be noted.

(The meeting ended at 9.35 pm)
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