(Approved by Council on 11 September 2007)
APPEALS PANEL NO 2

WEDNESDAY 22 AUGUST 2007 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Collier, Graham and Mrs Rutherford

1.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

Councillor Collier was appointed as Chairman of Appeals Panel No 2 for the current meeting.

2.
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in Paragraph Number 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.  

3. COMPLAINT

Consideration was given to an Appeal regarding a complaint against the Electoral Registration Section.  

The complainant was invited to state his case. The complainant alleged that he had been contacted by canvassers at the recent elections who had informed him that they knew his personal details going back over a considerable period of time and when questioned by the complainant the canvassers had informed him that they had received the information from the Electoral Registration Office.  The complainant indicated that he wished the matter to be resolved by the Electoral Registration Officer not releasing private information about the complainant to third parties.  

Members questioned the complainant on details of his complaint and also drew the complainant’s attention to the responses which had been received from the Political Parties on the complaint.  

The Chairman of the meeting then summed up the complaint and stressed that in this instance the Panel were only able consider the elements of the complaint which related to the Council’s Electoral Registration Section and could not consider any element of the complaint as it affected Political Parties.

The complainant left the meeting at 2.35 pm.

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services and the Electoral Registration Officer then attended the meeting and outlined the background to the complaint and set out details of information which was held by the Electoral Registration Section, the information which the Electoral Registration Officer was required to supply to Political Parties and Election Candidates under the Representation of the People Act and the steps which Officers had taken to try to address the complainant’s concerns, including meeting the complainant and writing to the Secretaries of Political Parties.  

Members then questioned the Director of Legal and Democratic Services and the Electoral Registration Officer on details of the complaint and the Officers then left the meeting.

RESOLVED – (1)
The complaint with regard to the Electoral Registration Section be not upheld on the basis that:

the only information held in the Electoral Services Office was the canvass form completed by the complainant when the Electoral Register was updated in Autumn 2006 and his application to vote by post, that neither form was available for inspection by political parties,

that no information about the complainants previous address(s) was kept by Electoral Services, and that even if the information was known to the Electoral Registration Office (which it was not) Officers would not be permitted to share that information with any other body including Political Parties.

(2) That the Director of Legal and Democratic Services write to the Secretaries of the Political Parties involved to request that they respond to the complainant.

(The meeting ended at 3.04 pm)

Appeals Panel No 2 22 08 07

