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1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

1.0 This report has been prepared in accordance with Rule 15(j) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules which requires the operation of the provisions relating to call-in and urgency to be monitored annually, and a report submitted to Council.

2.0
OPERATION OF THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO CALL IN AND URGENCY

2.1
CALL-INS

During the 2007/08 Municipal Year there has been 1 call-in, as follows:-

EX.179/07 – VAT PARTIAL EXEMPTION 
Decision by Executive on 30 July 2007.

Called in by Councillors Boaden, Mrs Styth and Stockdale

Scrutinised by the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 17 August 2007 who decided that Minute EX.179/07 regarding the option to charge VAT on all Council commercial rents be not referred back to the Executive and the decision as set out under Minute EX.179/07 become live

2.2 URGENCY RULES

Rule 15(I) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules provides that call-in procedures shall not apply where a decision being taken by the Executive is urgent.  A decision is urgent if any delay likely to be caused by the call-in process would seriously prejudice the Council’s or the public’s interest.

In these circumstances, the Chairman of the Council (i.e. the Mayor) has to agree both that the decision proposed is reasonable in all the circumstances and to it being treated as a matter of urgency.

During the 2007/08 Municipal Year, the Mayor has agreed that the following decisions of the Executive were urgent and should not be subject to call-in procedures.  The reasons for the Mayor’s decision were set out in the decision notice at the time and in all except one instance the reason for urgency has been to enable items to be considered by full Council.  If the matters had been called in the process would have overlapped the next Council meeting.

In the one instance where this was not the case, the reason for urgency was to enable the purchase of two properties.  The purchase was required to be completed by 31 March 2008, otherwise the NWDA funding would have been lost to the Council and the properties could not then be acquired other than by the Council using its own resources.

2.2.1
Executive – 14 June 2007

EX.145/07 – Local Government White Paper, Safer and Stronger Communities – Proposed Response

Executive – 25 June 2007

EX.146/07 – Carlisle City Council Corporate Improvement Plan/Best Value Performance Plan 2007-2010

EX.148/07 – Provisional Capital Outturn 2006/07 and Revised Capital Programme 2007/08

EX.149/07 – Statement of Accounts 2006/07

EX.150/07 – Council Tax Second Homes Discount

Executive – 21 January 2008

EX.003/08 – Revenue Budget 2008/09 to 2010/11

EX.004/08 – Provisions Capital Programme 2008/09 to 2010/11

EX.005/08 – Treasury Management Strategy Statement and Investment Strategy

EX.006/08 – Executive Response to the Budget Consultation and Recommendations for the 2008/09 Budget

Executive – 18 February 2008

EX.028/08 – Delivering Carlisle Renaissance

EX.029/08 – Growing Carlisle – An Economic Strategy for the Carlisle City Region

EX.030/08 – Corporate Complaints Policy

EX.043/08 – Capital Budget – Monitoring Report – April-December 2007

EX.046/08 – Review of Polling Arrangements

Executive – 17 March 2008

EX.082/08 – Land and Property Transactions

Executive – 21 April 2008


Concessionary Fares


Air Quality: Detailed Assessment Report


Race Equality Scheme


Disability Equality Scheme


Progress and Refresh of – A Community Plan for Carlisle 2007


Urban Design Guide and Public Realm Framework Supplementary Planning Document – draft for Statutory Consultation

3.0
SUMMARY

3.1 In the past 12 months there has been 1 call-ins and it is not felt that the present procedures give cause for concern.  Overview and Scrutiny use the standard form for Members calling in decisions on which Members are asked to identify the reasons for the call-in and it is considered that the identification of specific reasons gives portfolio holders the opportunity to be prepared and briefed at call-in meetings.  It is recognised, however, that the identification of the specific reason is not mandatory in the call in process.  Overall this system continues to operate satisfactorily.

3.2 With regard to the urgency rules, the decisions on items deemed by the Mayor to be urgent and not subject to call in have in the main related to instances where recommendations from the Executive have been referred to the City Council for decision and the call-in period would overlap the date of the City Council.

4.0
RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1
That the report be noted and the current procedures on the operation of call-in and urgency be continued.

5.0 IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – Not required

· Financial – Not required

· Legal – report is by the Director of Legal and Democratic Services

· Corporate – Not required

· Risk Management – Not required

· Equality Issues – Not required

· Environmental – Not required

· Crime and Disorder – Not required

· Impact on Customers – Not required

J M Egan

Director of Legal and Democratic Services
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