
Committee Report 

  

Summary: 

To keep Members informed of progress on the Regeneration Best Value Review 

Recommendations: 

Members are requested to note and endorse the contents of the report 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

TO: CHAIRMAN & MEMBERS OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE 

OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
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Date of Meeting:   
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Title: REGENERATION - BEST VALUE REVIEW - UPDATE 

Report of: DIRECTOR OF LEISURE & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Report reference: LCD 4/02 

Contact Officer: Rob Burns Ext: 7352 
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21ST JANUARY 2002 

REGENERATION – BEST VALUE REVIEW – UPDATE 

  

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Regeneration Best Value Review is still in the early stages of progress with 
the Officer’s Working Group continuing to collect and disseminate information which 
will be relevant and useful to the various phases of the review process. 

2. The preparatory work included the compilation of the schedule of regeneration 
activities and projects in which the Council are currently involved (Appendix A) and a 
list of some of the Council’s strategies, some actual, some aspirational, under which 
this work is being or could be carried out (Appendix B).  

3. This has been an ‘interesting’ development as, probably for the first time, there is a 
genuine sense of activity being conducted on a joined-up basis across the various 
departments of the Authority.  

4. This has of course been necessitated because of the broad definition under which the 
Council has agreed to scope the review. 

1. DEFINITIONS & EXPLANATIONS 

2.1 Indeed, at the last meeting of this Committee, Members will recall there was 
discussion around the definition of regeneration which had been proposed by Officers 
and Members agreed to refer that definition to the Executive for approval, as the 
emphasis, direction and work required to undertake the Review would be significantly 
different if the scope was reduced. 

2. The Executive Committee has not at this time of writing this report, met to consider the 
definition but discussions at briefing sessions have indicated that they may wish to add 
‘environmental’ to the issues of ‘economic and social disadvantage’ which 
regeneration should tackle.  

3. A note prepared for Members of the Executive is attached (Appendix C) and gives a 
brief explanation of how the definition has been reached.  

4. Members also raised questions about the meaning of the word ‘worklessness’ which 
occasionally appears in relation to regeneration and Appendix D refers to the HM 
Treasury definition of the word, although this itself is not very clear.  

5. Essentially, worklessness differs from unemployment because unemployment is the 
result of no jobs being available. Worklessness if the longer term effect of this, there 
being no incentive to work, even if jobs are available. So, references to ‘common goals 
of worklessness’ for instance, mean not just bringing jobs to an area, but ensuring 
people have the desire, motivation and skills to do them. 

1. PROGRESS 

3.1 The Officers Working Group have begun to review element of ‘challenge’ by 
addressing some of the questions of why we are involved in regeneration, should we 
be, how are we, who do we work with, where are we involved, etc? The notes from the 
last meeting of the group are attached to give a flavour of those discussions (Appendix 
E) 

2. A brief was prepared to invite Consultants to work with the Group, particularly on the 
Compare and Consult elements and two proposals were received by the closing date.  

3. To date, one of the Consultants has been interviewed and the other interview will take 
place on the date before this Committee takes place.  
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4. The decision, on who the successful Consultant will be, will therefore be intimated to 
Members at the Meeting.  

5. The appointment of the Consultants will mark a significant gear change in the 
timetable for progress, a current copy of which is attached (Appendix F).  

6. The first of a series of workshop style consultations to ensure the involvement of 
relevant Members of the Council, will take place on Wednesday 29th January and 
again, a verbal report on the outcomes from that meeting, with agreed dates for future 
‘workshop’ sessions, will be presented to this Committee. 

1. RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 Members are requested to note and endorse the content of the report. 

  

  

  

E CARTWRIGHT 

Director of Leisure & Community Development 

  

25th January 2002
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