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Drop in library sessions

Carlisle City Council youth workers in partnership with Cumbria County Council library staff are supporting young people to access and use Carlisle Library.  Funding has been secured by the County Council to develop a young people’s area in the downstairs area of the library, and work will be completed in March 2008.

Youth workers are running a drop in session every Wednesday between 3.30pm – 5pm for young people to talk about issues important to them and give them support.  The sessions are proving to be very popular and up to 30 young people are accessing this new service.

Alongside this work, youth workers are facilitating a contract between library staff and the young people about acceptable behaviour and developing a ‘teen time’ every afternoon between 3.30pm-5pm.  Youth workers are also ensuring young people are actively involved in the design of the new young people’s area.

Safeguarding children issues 

Carlisle City Council youth workers and Living Well Trust called a number of Safeguarding meetings attended by over 14 different departments and agencies including the Police to discuss the rise of serious issues affecting young people who access the skate park.  These issues include youth homelessness, self-harm, young pregnancy, drugs and alcohol; few are in education and even less in work. These issues have escalated over the last three months whilst both agencies have been doing detached work.

The meetings have resulted in developing an action plan for all the agencies. This includes a funding bid to the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership for a notice board for young people, improvements to lighting and CCTV coverage and the availability of a timetable of agencies that can deliver specialist workshops to young people over the next six months.  An information pack for young people will also be developed.  It is hoped the outcome of the action plan will give young people more specialist advice and support and will encourage them to access services that can help them.

In addition, staff from across the Council, who work with children and young people, recently attended a training day on the complex issues around safeguarding children and as an outcome, work has started on the preparation of a corporate policy for child protection and safeguarding children.

Tullie House

Tullie House has won the Large Visitor Attraction for the North West Award - and the competition was tough.  It included the Urbis in Manchester, Walker Art Gallery and Chester Zoo. So no mean feat!  The judges assessed each of the venues by sending mystery shoppers, talking to staff and visitors and assessing all the events , exhibitions, activities we do here. We have placed the glass trophy on the Reception Desk and there is a framed certificate (which we need to find space for!)

But it’s not over .... now we are entered for the national awards in the spring - so I expect we will have more visits in the not too distant future from another set of judges. 

Consultants have been appointed to assist with the next phase of the development plan.  This work, funded via a grant from HLF, will produce an access plan.

The work will be completed in early 2008.
Raffles Annex

Community Support staff have been assisting Play Raffles in the refurbishment of this site, which after two years of fund raising will re-open on 22 October 2007.

Sport and Recreation

Coach Education Courses:

Two courses recently ran covering First Aid and Safeguarding Children – around thirty people attended and are now qualified in these areas.

New basketball sessions have begun at the Sands Centre in conjunction with Carlisle Leisure Ltd.  They run from 6.00pm to 10.30pm and provide a new opportunity for up to 60 people from U12’s to adults.

Staff have been assisting the Talkin Tarn rowing club bid for funds to develop their club facility at the Tarn.  The bid has successfully passed the first stage of the bidding process.

Sport and Recreation staff have helped the canoe club achieve club mark, a nationally recognised award for clubs recognising their organisation and delivery of their chosen sport.

Work is ongoing with a tennis club and two boxing clubs to help them achieve the same standard.

Taster sessions similar to those run on the multi games areas have recently been staged at Morton and Brampton.  Both were very well received by the local young people.

A local boxing club has recently received £10k after help from the sports team to apply for the funding.

A further £6k was obtained from the local network fund by Burgh by Sands Village Hall after help from the sports team.

22 local people have recently qualified as sports leaders through a Council run course.
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