
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 7 JULY 2004 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

EX.142/03

CCTV ANNUAL REPORT 2002/03 (Key Decision)

Portfolio

Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

Consideration was given to a report from the Head of Commercial and Technical Services (CTS.17/03) reviewing the operation of the CCTV scheme over the past 12 months and highlighting a number of changes that are likely to occur during 2003/04.

A total of 1,329 Police attended incidents had been recorded by CCTV during the calendar year 2002 resulting in 936 arrests.  Some 94% of these recorded incidents were in City Centre areas which emphasised the role of the Shop Watch and Pub Watch schemes.

The presence of CCTV cameras in other areas has had a major deterrent effect on disorder and anti-social behaviour incidents, which was reflected in the relatively low level of incidents recorded.

In 2003/04, a further 5 cameras would be installed adjacent to shopping parades at Botcherby, Harraby, Denton Holme, Hutton Way and Stonegarth, to be funded through the Home Office Crime Reduction Programme (£108,000) with revenue costs being met by the City Council for 2003/04 subject to review.  A further 2 cameras would also be provided in the City Centre, one at Cecil Street/Portland Place, funded by Portland Developments, and the second at West Walls/Victoria Viaduct funded through the Carlisle and Eden Crime and Disorder Partnership.

A second camera was proposed for Devonshire Walk car park to provide additional coverage at the Skatepark end of the car park, and as part of the requirement to achieve secured design status for the car park.  This would be funded from existing car park budgets.

Control room equipment would be upgraded to allow further future expansion to the system, and 7 cameras at The Lanes were now connected to allow the Council to monitor The Lanes when their control room was closed.  He added that discussions were underway with The Lanes management with a view to them funding the revenue costs associated with the monitoring of those cameras.  

He further added that a feasibility study was also underway to examine the possibility of providing a monitoring service for Eden District Council cameras.

Two person monitoring within the Control Room was also being introduced to cover the busiest periods and he suggested that as further cameras became operational, there could be increasing pressure to extend those periods.

The Shop Watch and Pub Watch schemes have proved very successful and continued to grow. A review of these schemes was intended during 2003/04 to assess their effectiveness, scope for improvement and costs of operation, taking into account the large input made by the CCTV system to the operation of these schemes.  A further report would be presented to a future Executive meeting on this issue.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1. That the report be noted.

2.
That the Head of Commercial and Technical Services arrange for copies of report CTS.17/03 to be circulated to the organisations listed in Appendix 6 of the report for observations with any relevant comments received being incorporated in a revised copy of the CCTV Code of Practice.

Reasons for Decision

As set out in the CCTV Code of Practice, it was agreed that an annual report will be presented on the operation of the system and comments from interested parties would be invited and, if appropriate, incorporated into an updated Code of Practice.  This will ensure that the CCTV system will remain relevant.







