LICENSING COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL 2009 AT 2.06PM
PRESENT
Councillor Morton (Chairman), Councillors Boaden, Mrs Farmer, Layden, Lishman (substitute for Cllr Bainbridge), Mrs Parsons, Mrs Riddle (substitute for Cllr Mrs Styth), Mrs Robson (substitute for Cllr Vasey), Scarborough, Stothard (substitute for Cllr Bell), Tootle, Wilson.

LC.07/09
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Bainbridge, Bell, Mrs Styth and Mrs Vasey.

LC.08/09
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

LC.09/09
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting held on 21 January 2009 be agreed as a correct record of the meetings and signed by the Chairman.

LC.10/09
MINUTES OF LICENSING SUB COMMITTEES

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of Licensing Sub-Committee 2, held on 24 February 2009, attached as Appendix A to these Minutes, be noted.

LC.11/09
UPDATE ON LICENSING ACT 2003

The Licensing Manager presented report LDS.31/09 giving Members an update on the applications under the Licensing Act 2003.

The Licensing Manager reported that variations were down to two a month, with transfers and changes of Designated Premises Supervisor becoming the more common application.  He added that Temporary Event Notices (TEN’s) had continued to be popular with many villages/communities taking advantage of the ‘non bureaucratic’ method of holding an event.  

The Licensing Manager reported that a number of licensed premises had either been sold on for another use or were standing empty due to lack of business.  The majority of those premises continued to hold a premises licence which could be transferred to a new owner.  Other venues were also finding trading conditions difficult at this time due to the recession.  Feedback from the trade gave the current economic climate and cheaper drink in supermarkets as the reasons for the drop in business.

The Licensing Manager stated that an Independent Fees Panel set up by the DCMS gathered evidence during 2006 in relation to the fees for premises licences.  Regulations regarding the new fee structure had been expected for some rime and would be reported to this committee.
Applications were being invited for the 2009 Best Bar None Scheme, following the successful launch in 2008.  To date 20 premises had applied for assessment in Carlisle and a number in Eden.  The assessments would take place during April with an award ceremony in May.

The Licensing Manger also added that the Government were currently consulting on legislation that would simplify applications for village, community and church halls and also to allow a minor variation process for all premises licences.  Information stated that the former would be approved in the next few months, but the latter had been delayed due to representations about the lack of advertising variations.

RESOLVED –  That Report LDS.31/09 be noted.

LC.12/09
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – APPLICATION UPDATE

The Licensing Manager presented report LDS.32/09 giving Members an update on applications made under the Gambling Act 2005.

The Licensing Manager reported that the majority of applications received had been ‘fast track’ applications for existing premises.  He highlighted the licence figures as at 23 March 2009.
The Licensing Manager stated that the transition period for gaming machine permits in non alcohol premises would last for three years or until the permit under the old legislation expired.  The latest ones for this Authority would expire on 30 June 2009.  Additional checks must be made to ensure that the machine categories comply with the new legislation and the machines were removed after their expiry date.

Officers were visiting local gambling premises to meet managers and answer any queries under the new legislation and were also carrying out inspections, some in conjunction with the regional Compliance Manager from the Gambling Commission.

The Licensing Officer highlighted the national issues which may have local impact.

RESOLVED – That Report LDS.32/09 be noted

(the meeting ended at 2.10pm)

