REGULATORY PANEL

WEDNESDAY 01 JUNE 2005 AT 2.00PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Boaden, Bowman S, Crookdake (as substitute for Councillor Bloxham), Farmer N, Morton, Parsons, Prest, Scarborough, Stockdale, Styth, Tootle and Wilson

LRP.28/05
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

It was moved and seconded that Councillor Parsons be appointed as Chairman of the Regulatory Panel for the municipal year 2005/06.  It was then moved and seconded that Councillor Styth be appointed as Chairman.

Following voting thereon it was:

RESOLVED – That Councillor Parsons be appointed as Chairman of the Regulatory Panel for the municipal year 2005/06.  Councillor Parsons thereupon took the Chair.

LRP.29/05
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

It was moved and seconded that Councillor Styth be appointed as Vice Chairman of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel for the municipal year 2005/06.  It was then moved and seconded that Councillor Morton be appointed as Vice Chairman.

Following voting thereon it was:

RESOLVED – That Councillor Morton be appointed as Vice Chairman of the Regulatory Panel for the municipal year 2005/06.  

LRP.30/05
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Bloxham.

LRP.31/05
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Morton declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the complaint against a Hackney Carriage Driver (LRP.33/05).  He stated that his interest was in respect of the fact that he is registered blind. 

LRP.32/05
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 16 March 2005 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

LRP.33/05
HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER – COMPLAINT – MAGILL

The Licensing Officer submitted report EP.15/05 on a complaint which had been received from a member of public in which she alleged that the driver of a taxi she had ordered had refused to take her guide dog.  Mr Magill, the Hackney Carriage Driver and Miss Watt, a witness, were in attendance at the meeting.

The Assistant Solicitor advised Mr Magill that he had the right to be represented.  Mr Magill responded that before he had attended the meeting he had not fully understood the process to be followed.  He understood the consequences of the decision the Panel could reach and in light of this he felt he should take legal advice and get legal representation.

RESOLVED – That in light of the fact that Mr Magill wanted to get legal advice and legal representation, the matter be adjourned to the next meeting of the Regulatory Panel.

LRP.34/05
APPLICATION FOR VARIATION TO THE PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE – THE SOURCE CAFE, NELSON STREET, CARLISLE

The Licensing Manager submitted report EP.24/05 in respect of an application to vary the termination hour on the Public Entertainment Licence for The Source Cafe, Nelson Street, Carlisle.  Ms German, one of the applicants was in attendance at the meeting.

The Assistant Solicitor advised Mrs German that she had a right to be represented but she indicated that she did not wish to be so represented.

The Licensing Manager advised that the Applicants currently hold a Public Entertainment Licence terminating at 2300 hours on Mondays to Saturdays and 2230 hours on Sundays.  The variation to the hours requested was as follows:

Monday to Saturday (inclusive) 1000 hours until 0100 hours.

The Licensing Manager then tabled responses from the following authorities, which had been received after the papers had been sent to Members:

(a) Cumbria Fire Service had no objections provided deep fat frying equipment is not used in the kitchen and the number of persons accommodated in the premises does not exceed 55.

(b) Planning Services had commented that planning conditions restricted trading until 2300 hours on Mondays to Saturdays and 2230 hours on Sundays.

(c) Cumbria Constabulary had no objections to a terminal hour of 0100.  

(d) Environmental Services had commented on a noise complaint in the past and the provision of insulating shutters.

The Licensing Manager advised that the application had been advertised in the local newspaper with a deadline for any representations of 04 June 2005.  He advised that if any representations were received before that time, the matter could be reported to the next meeting of the Regulatory Panel.

The Environmental Health Officer advised that one complaint concerning noise had been received in relation to The Source but the complaint was not substantiated and there were no further complaints received after the Manageress had been made aware of the problem.  Before The Source was originally opened there had been consultation with Environmental Health and a noise consultant employed, as a result of which shutters were constructed which could be placed over windows when entertainment is taking place.  The Environmental Health Officer could not be certain of whether these were being used.

Ms German then spoke in support of the application.  She advised that the reason for the application was pressure from customers who were currently having to leave the premises at 2300 hours and go to other licensed premises if they wished to continue the evening.  She took over the premises approximately one year ago and she outlined the developments which had been introduced since that time, including Acoustic Nights and Poetry Nights.  She advised that it was a small, friendly venue, which encouraged performers who had never performed in front of an audience before, to do so for the first time.

She advised that there was a back room in the premises which she did not think was covered by the Entertainment Licence and was therefore not used for entertainment.  However, a club met in the room to play experimental music.  She believed that this had been the source of the disturbance which had led to complaint.  After she had been notified of the complaint she had taken action to ensure that the shutters were stored in that room and were fitted every time the music club met.  In relation to the main cafe room, she suggested that the use of shutters at all times would block out the light and change the light and friendly atmosphere of the premises.  She did however state that she would be prepared to install the shutters from 2300 hours onwards if live music was taking place after that time.

In response to a question from the Licensing Manager about the four additional documents from the Police, the Fire Service, Environmental Health and Planning Services, Ms German stated that she was agreeable to the conditions within these documents.  In relation to planning conditions she advised that she was in the process of applying to vary the conditions and that she was aware that she should not trade after 2300 hours on Monday to Saturday or 2230 hours on a Sunday until her planning conditions had been varied.

The respective parties then withdrew from the meeting whilst the Panel gave detailed consideration to the matter.

RESOLVED – That the application for variation to the hours of operation as set out above in respect of The Source Cafe, Nelson Street, Carlisle be granted subject to:

(a) The Council’s Licensing Officer being satisfied that the requirements of the relevant authorities are fully met and inspected and confirmed to that effect.

(b) That no objections to the variation are received by 04 June 2005.

LP.35/05
HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES – NEW LICENCE PLATES

The Licensing Manager presented report EP.25/05 on proposed new Licence plates for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles.

The Licensing Manager advised that Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles are required to display a Licence plate to show that they are licensed and to identify the Vehicle by number.  As a result of new Licensing Software, these plates can now be produced from the data held on the computer which results in a more professional and personalised plate.

He circulated at the meeting examples of the current plates being used and the proposed new plates.  He advised that he had consulted with the Council’s Access Officer and that as a result, changes were made to the case and size of lettering used on the plates.

Members welcomed the proposed new plates.

RESOLVED – That the new Licence plates be welcomed and approved.

(The meeting ended at 3.46pm)

