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Roles and responsibilities
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Preparing for winter

(recovery funding stream seperate to future flood defence works)

Inspected over 3,300 raised defences at cost of over £1m.

159 defences damaged.  75% repaired. 100% by autumn.

Repair of drains, walls, bridges(3) and A591.

United Utilities looking at Thirlmere, Haweswater and Wet 
Sleddale for flood storage capability.

Will have removed at least 70,000 tonnes of gravel.

Increased access to national network of pumps, sandbags 
and 40km of temporary defences.



Preparation for winter 2016: Carlisle area

Project name Description Status

Carlisle - Willowholme embankment Repair areas of scour & erosion to flood embankment following overtopping. Complete

Carlisle, Parham Beck Repair areas of scour & erosion to flood embankment following overtopping. Complete

Durranhill storage basin repairs Embankment forms part of Flood Storage Reservoir.  Reinstate Embankment 

including the installation of a drain down structure.

On-going

Carlisle, Maltings (scour) Reinstate the ground on the landward toe of the flood defence wall. Complete

Carlisle Maltings Replace ‘lift – up’ flood gates. By October

Crosby on Eden lower embankment Re-profile the crest and repair local damage Complete

Durranhill Pumping Station Remove damaged surface, relay surface, repair 50m of fencing and replace CompleteDurranhill Pumping Station Remove damaged surface, relay surface, repair 50m of fencing and replace 

damaged edge protection markers for public safety

Complete

River Eden Full river channel assessment and removal of large debris which poses a flood risk. By October

River Caldew Full river channel assessment and removal of large debris which poses a flood risk. By October

Little Caldew Debris and silt removal By August

Holme Head Gravel Trap Remove gravel. Gravel trap prevents excessive gravel accumulation at flood risk 

locations in Carlisle.

Start

September

Botcherby Bridge Parapet strengthening, followed by gravel removal works By October

River Petteril Debris removal (London Road to Melbourne Park) On-going
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Post plan publication:

Complete remaining flood investigation reports.  

Develop local solutions additional bids for funding (including 
Warwick Bridge and Low Crosby).

Longer term investment:

£72 million budget (£14m existing, £58m new).£72 million budget (£14m existing, £58m new).

£117 million for roads and bridges.

Extra £350 million reserve allocation (England wide)



CFP actions relevant to Carlisle and parishes

What? When? Lead

Review the role that bridges play in flood risk and their 

vulnerability during a flood. 

Seek funding to reduce this risk.

Identify further options for improving the flow of water at bridge 

crossings and pinch points, including reviewing gravel removal 

where appropriate. 

Assess by September 

2016 

Cumbria County 

Council and the 

Environment Agency

Identify where we can best protect communities by extending the 

use of 250 national mobile pumps before/during flood incidents.

Autumn 2016 Environment Agency

use of 250 national mobile pumps before/during flood incidents.

Identify further land management opportunities and locations for 

natural flood management projects by working with landowners, 

commoners, and the farming communities to use their knowledge 

of the catchments. 

Short-list of options by 

October 2016

Environment Agency 

and Cumbria County 

Council as lead local 

flood authority

Increase the uptake of natural flood management measures 

through schemes such as Countryside Stewardship and 

Catchment Sensitive Farming.

From 2016 Natural England and 

Forestry Commission 



CFP actions relevant to Carlisle and parishes

What? When? Lead

Identify further locations for building flood storage basins and/or 

improving storage of flood water upstream of communities.

Started by

Autumn 2016

Environment Agency, Lead 

local flood authority, Natural 

England, farmers, landowners, 

land managers, Cumbrian 

rivers trusts and Wildlife Trust 

Develop multi agency flood plans to ensure organisations and local 

communities are ready for Winter 2016. 

Autumn 2016 Cumbria Flood Risk Strategic 

Partnership, Cumbria County 

Council, district authorities, Council, district authorities, 

Environment Agency

Update long term spatial plans (which are used to decide where 

housing and other building works can take place) in response to 

Storm Desmond.

Eden: review by 

2021

Carlisle: review 

by 2017

Eden District Council

Carlisle City Council



CFP actions relevant to Carlisle and parishes

What? When? Lead

Review the role of Haweswater and Wet 

Sleddale Reservoirs in contributing to flood risk 

management.

Understand, through modelling, the potential 

benefit of changing operating regimes as well 

as the impact on public water supply and dam 

safety. 

Work in partnership with the Environment 

Scope investigation and 

agree actions by August 

2016

United Utilities

Work in partnership with the Environment 

Agency, community groups and other statutory 

agencies to agree actions.

Develop a Carlisle flood plan to ensure 

organisations and local communities are better 

prepared. 

Autumn 2016 Carlisle City Council

Hold a flood risk management and modelling 

competition on the Eden catchment. 

September 2016 Defra



18,000,000 m3  

behind defences in Carlisle

=
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=

4.5 x



How could this be scaled up to benefit Carlisle?
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