
CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2010 AT 6.45 PM
PRESENT:

The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Styth), Councillors Allison,  Atkinson (from 7.00 pm),  Bainbridge, Bell, Betton, Bloxham, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Cape,  Clarke (M), Collier, Craig, Devlin, Earp, Ellis, Farmer (C), Mrs Farmer, Mrs Geddes, Graham, Harid, Layden, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J),  Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Robson, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stothard, Tootle, Mrs Vasey,  Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson
C.124/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs Clarke, Glover, Hendry, McDevitt, Ms Quilter, Mrs Riddle and Mrs Warwick.
C.125/10
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on 29 June and 13 July 2010 had been circulated.

Referring to the Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 13 July 2010 (C.109/10 - Petitions and Deputations), Councillor Betton moved the following amendments, copies of which were tabled at the meeting:
Paragraph 2, line 5, the last sentence (page 367 of Minute Book Volume 37(2)
“After this line, I request an additional sentence quoting that the Mayor of Carlisle prompted / interrupted Mr John Martin’s freedom of speech and it was said “Sorry Mr Martin, what you are saying is personal, you are not allowed, stick to the words of the petition.”
This to my knowledge I declare is true, witnessed and heard by Mr and Mrs Templeton who were present in the public gallery on 13 July 2010, they say that Mr Martin was not treated any differently to people in the same situations at previous full City Council meetings.

The amendment was not seconded and duly fell.
Paragraph 5, line 6, last sentence (page 367)
“There appears to be missing the statement that “Councillor Betton, should go and see his friends The Evening News and Star again” and “He should work with us rather than against us”.  I would like this to be added after line 6.”

The amendment was not seconded and duly fell.
Paragraph 8, first sentence (page 367)
“After the first sentence, I would like an additional sentence saying that I was interrupted in my freedom of speech by The Mayor in the same manner as Mr Martin was and the same was said “You cannot say that, it is personal, stick to the words of the petition” and that I proceeded to what little I could say and that all contents I wanted to say were not given a chance as they were all deemed personal before I had finished.

Additionally after this sentence at the end of the paragraph, or in a new paragraph, I would like it noted that the Labour Political Group Leader sided with The Mayor and added his own comments.”

The amendment was not seconded and duly fell. 
The Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on 29 June and 13 July 2010 were therefore received and signed as a true record of the meetings.

C.126/10
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That the Agenda be agreed as circulated.

C.127/10
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Mrs Mallinson and Mallinson (J) declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Item 16 – Notice of Motion requesting that the Council calls on the Executive to express the Council’s concerns to the national Liberal / Conservative coalition about the effects of their monetary policies on the poor and disadvantaged.  The interest related to the fact that the Councillors were private landlords.
C.128/10
ANNOUNCEMENTS
(a)
The Mayor
It was with deep regret that the Mayor announced the deaths of:

· Sapper Darren Foster, from Carlisle, of 21 Royal Engineer Regiment, who was killed on 13 August 2010, whilst on a Tour of Duty in Afghanistan; and

· Captain Andrew Griffiths of 2nd Battalion, The Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment, son of The Colonel of the Regiment (Brigadier Mike Griffiths and Mrs Sue Griffiths) who died on 5 September 2010 in the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham following a terrorist explosion while on operation in Afghanistan on 24 August 2010.

Members stood in a minutes silence as a mark of respect to the memory of Sapper Darren Foster and Captain Andrew Griffiths.

(b)
The Leader of the Council
There were no announcements from the Leader of the Council.  
(c)
Members of the Executive
There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d)
Town Clerk and Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.  
C.129/10
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by members of the public.  
C.130/10
PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no petitions or deputations had been submitted by members of the public.

C.131/10
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the Council.

C.132/10
EXECUTIVE
Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Mallinson (J) seconded the Minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 26 July 2010.  
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 26 July 2010 be received and adopted.

C.133/10
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS
Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting:

Promoting Carlisle

Local Environment

Governance and Resources

Economic Development

Community Engagement

Performance and Development

Referring to the Local Environment Portfolio Holder’s report and, in particular, the new record 7 parks and gardens in Carlisle who were celebrating the award of a Green Flag for 2010, Councillor Wilson suggested that the thanks of the City Council be conveyed to all the groups who promoted the parks and particularly to the Friends of Hammonds Pond.
Councillor Wilson was very pleased to see the work carried out under area maintenance, but pointed out that the Petteril Bank ‘Big Tidy Up’ had been omitted from the report.

The Local Environment Portfolio Holder replied that, had he been made aware of the Petteril Bank ‘Big Tidy Up’ it would have been included within his report.

Councillor Collier stated that he had thoroughly enjoyed the Theater Titanic which took place at Carlisle Castle from 23 – 24 July 2010.

In response, the Economic Development Portfolio Holder indicated that she would convey the Councillor’s thanks to the Council’s Tourism Director.

The Community Engagement Team had worked in conjunction with the Heath Lands Project on a project, which culminated in a performance of a Midsummer Nights Dream on 13 August 2010.  Councillor Mrs Robson congratulated the organisers of the event.

The Mayor reported that she had attended an Open Day at the new Gypsy and Traveller Site, Low Harker Dene and also a Gypsy Roma Traveller History Festival entitled “Diversity within Diversity”, both of which had been truly enjoyable.
In response, the Community Engagement Portfolio Holder thanked The Mayor for her attendance and contribution to the events.
The Performance and Development Portfolio Holder referred to the Crosby Garrett Roman ceremonial helmet recently discovered in a field in Cumbria.  It was an exciting find for the area and staff at Tullie House were working to try to secure it for the City.

Members then questioned individual Portfolio Holders on details of their reports, and it was – 
RESOLVED – (1) That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That the Portfolio Holder for Community Engagement provide details of the financial contribution made by the Council to the Summer Holiday Playscheme Programme in response to the request raised by Councillor Wilson.
C.134/10
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMEN’S


REPORTS
(a)
Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel 
Councillor Mrs Bradley moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 15 July 2010 be received and adopted.  
In the absence of the Chairman, the Council received her report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 15 July 2010 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.
(b)
Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel
Councillor Allison moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 29 July 2010 be received and adopted.  
Councillor Allison also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 29 July 2010 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(c)
Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel
Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 24 June and 22 July 2010 be received and adopted.

Councillor Mrs Rutherford also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 24 June and 22 July 2010 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.135/10
REGULATORY PANEL
Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 14 July 2010.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 14 July 2010 be received and adopted.
C.136/10
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE
Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Morton seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 14 and 16 July 2010.
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 14 and 16 July 2010 be received and adopted.

C.137/10
EMPLOYMENT PANEL
Councillor  Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Employment Panel held on 13 July 2010.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Employment Panel held on 13 July 2010 be received and adopted.

C.138/10
APPEALS PANELS
Councillor Collier moved and Councillor Lishman seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of Appeals Panel No. 1 held on 8 July 2010.

Councillor Weedall moved and it was seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of Appeals Panel No. 3 held on 12 July 2010, subject to the title of the Minutes being amended to read “Appeals Panel No. 3”.
Councillor Mrs Geddes moved and Councillor Mrs Rutherford seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of Appeals Panel No. 2 held on 2 August 2010.

RESOLVED – That, subject to the correction highlighted above, the Minutes of the Meetings of the Appeals Panels held on 8 and 12 July, and 2 August 2010 be received and adopted.

C.139/10 

NOTICE OF MOTION

Councillor Mrs Mallinson, having declared a personal interest, remained within the meeting room but made no comment on the matter. 
Councillor Mallinson (J), having declared a personal interest, took part in discussion on this item of business.
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Motion submitted on notice by Councillor Watson OBE:
“The Council calls on the Executive to express the Council’s concerns to the national Liberal / Conservative coalition about the effects of their monetary policies on the poor and disadvantaged.  In particular the potentially devastating effects on Carlisle’s families with children, because of the changes to the benefits system.

In particular, the Council expresses concerns that whilst the coalition has committed itself to ending child poverty by 2020 these cuts will hit the poorest families hardest.  It is not fair that children should be detrimentally affected by the cuts, and shocking that poorer families are bearing the brunt of them.  

The Council urges the national coalition to reconsider these cuts, including changes to Housing and other benefits.  October’s spending review will need to show clearly how the government will deliver on its commitment to ending child poverty. The Council calls upon the Executive to lobby the coalition government to ensure cuts fall on those most able to pay, not on the children of Carlisle’s poorest families.”

Councillor Watson moved and Mrs Rutherford seconded the motion.  

Following substantial debate, with input from a number of Members of the City Council and voting thereon, the motion of Councillor Watson was NOT AGREED.  
C.140/10
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK
(i) EX.119/10  and EX.132/10 –  Medium Term Financial Plan (incorporating the Corporate Charging Policy) 2011/12 – 2015/16
Pursuant to Minute EX.119/10 and EX.132/10, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the Medium Term Financial Plan (incorporating the Corporate Charging Policy) 2011/12 – 2015/16.  A copy of Report RD.27/10 and relevant Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the recommendation that the Medium Term Financial Plan (incorporating the Corporate Charging Policy) 2011/12 to 2015/16 be approved.
Councillors Mitchelson and Mallinson (J) then responded to concerns expressed by Councillor Watson regarding the quality of the Plan as a working document.

RESOLVED – That the Medium Term Financial Plan (incorporating the Corporate Charging Policy) 2011/12 to 2015/16 as set out in Report RD.27/10 be approved.
(ii) EX.120/10 and EX.133/10 – Capital Strategy 2011/12 – 2015/16
Pursuant to Minute EX.120/10 and EX.133/10 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the Capital Strategy for 2011/12 to 2015/16.  A copy of Report RD.26/10 and relevant Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the recommendation that the Capital Strategy be approved.

RESOLVED – That the Capital Strategy 2011/12 to 2015/16 as attached to Report RD.26/10 be approved.

(iii) EX.121/10 and EX.134/10 – Asset Management Plan
Pursuant to Minute EX.121/10 and EX.134/10 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Asset Management Plan be adopted.  A copy of Report RD.37/10 and relevant Minute Extracts had been circulated.  

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the above recommendation.

RESOLVED – That the Asset Management Plan as attached to Report RD.37/10 be approved and adopted.

(iv) EX.109/10 and EX.138/10 – Comprehensive Equality Scheme
Pursuant to Minute EX.109/10 and EX.138/10, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Comprehensive Equality Scheme be adopted.  A copy of Report PPP.38/10 and relevant Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Mrs Luckley moved the above recommendation, which was duly seconded.

RESOLVED – That the Comprehensive Equality Scheme as attached to Report PPP.38/10 be approved and adopted.

(v) EX.137/10 – Shoreline Management Plan Adoption
Pursuant to Minute EX.137/10, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Shoreline Management Plan be adopted.  A copy of Report ED.25/10 and relevant Minute Extract had been circulated.

Councillor Mrs Bowman moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the above recommendation.

RESOLVED – That the North West England and North Wales Shoreline Management Plan for Carlisle City Council Coastline be approved and adopted.

C.141/10
OFFICER CODE OF CONDUCT
Pursuant to Minute EMP.18/10, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Employment Panel that the Officer Code of Conduct be adopted.  A copy of Report CE.21/10 and relevant Minute Extract had been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the above recommendation.

RESOLVED – That the Officer Code of Conduct as attached to Report CE.21/10 be approved and adopted.

C.142/10
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULES 
CALL-IN 

AND URGENCY
Pursuant to Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 15(i), consideration was given to a report of the Assistant Director (Governance) (GD.45/10) on procedures in respect of occasions where decisions taken by the Executive are urgent.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

C.143/10
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications or items of business brought forward by the Mayor as a matter of urgency to be dealt with at the meeting.

(The meeting ended at 8.00 pm)
