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The Report details the comparative performance of the City Council in dealing with applications for planning permission and other development during the third quarter of 2003.
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The Report be noted and received.
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To the Chairman and Members of the 






 P.13/04
Development Control Committee

1.0
The most recent Government release, through the National Statistical Office, discloses that in the period from July to September last year the recent pattern of increasing numbers of planning submissions was maintained. During that period a total of 167,000 planning applications were lodged, the highest total for that particular quarter since 1988 and a rise of 5% in comparison with the same period of 2002.

1.2
The North West region, within which this Authority is grouped, experienced the second highest increase (11%) in applications numbers.

1.3
The number of decisions made in the quarter also increased by 10% compared to a year earlier with the North West Region again having the second highest increase (15%) in decisions compared to the same quarter of 2002. As noted in previous Statistical Releases, the single largest factor that accounts for that increase is the growth in the number of householder applications which, nationally, rose from 81,900 for the July-September period of 2002 to 91,600 for the same period in 2003. Those applications now account for over half of all decisions, although the number of decisions relating to new dwellings also increased (from 15,900 to 19,100) and accounts for 11% of all decisions.

1.4
The speed of decisions also is rising: 73% of all decisions made in the quarter were within the 8-week target, an increase of 8% over the same period a year ago. Decisions made within 13 weeks of receipt also rose, by a more modest 3%, to 88%.

1.5
As Members will appreciate, the Government has introduced a Performance Standard in relation to the time taken to deal with major applications, minor and other applications. In national terms, district authorities dealt with 52% of major applications within 13 weeks, 62% of minor applications within 8 weeks and 78% of other applications within 8 weeks. These represent a 10% increase in each of the first two categories and 8% in the “other applications” category compared to 12 months ago. During the quarter, 143 authorities (40% of those responding) were able to deal with 60% or more of their major applications within 13 weeks; 166 authorities (46%) were able to deal with 65% or more of their minor applications within 8 weeks; and 198 authorities (55%) made 80% or more of their decisions on other applications within 8 weeks of receipt.
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1.6
The level of delegation of decisions assigned by authorities to their Officers is also now monitored and, on average, 86% of decisions were delegated, just below the Government’s objective of 90% of decisions. In comparison with the national picture, Carlisle achieves 78% delegation, the fourth lowest of the Cumbrian districts and significantly less than the national average.

1.7
In terms of the City Council’s general performance 77% of all decisions made within the quarter were within 8 weeks of receipt, bettered only in Cumbria by South Lakeland DC which achieved 84% of its decisions in the 8 week statutory period. Taken over the full year ending on 30th September 68% of decisions made by this Council were taken within 8 weeks, the third best in Cumbria.

1.8
 When the Performance Standard “categories” of development are assessed, however, the picture is somewhat mixed. Of the 6 major applications decided in the quarter by the City Council only 17% were within 13 weeks; of the 94 minor decisions by this authority 68% were within 8 weeks; while of the 195 other applications decided, 84% of those decisions were within 8 weeks. In short, we perform badly in one category against the national average, while being 6% above the national average for the other two categories of development. 

1.9
As has been observed in commentary on previous Quarterly Statistics, the City Council generally deals with more applications than other Districts in Cumbria. However, in the July-September Quarter both Allerdale BC and South Lakeland DC made more decisions. The paradox is that Carlisle had more “on hand” at the start and end of the Quarter than any other authority and received the second highest number of new applications in the quarter. It would seem that the relatively lower number of decisions made in the quarter (295 compared to 407 for the preceding quarter) is probably mainly attributable to Annual Leave entitlements.

2.0
Recommendation

2.1
The Report be noted and received.

A Eales
Head Of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Alan Taylor
Ext:
 7171
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