
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 13 NOVEMBER 2003


COS.118/03
QUALITY PARISH COUNCILS

Mr Guy Richardson, Cumbria Association of Local Councils gave a presentation on Quality Parish Councils.  He provided some background information on Cumbria Association of Local Councils (CALC) and on the development of strategies over the past couple of years.  He advised that, in 2003, the Quality Parish Scheme was launched nationally and that Quality Parish status would provide new opportunities for Parishes which achieved this status.  

With these opportunities would come more obligations but it was anticipated that it would provide a more professional ethos for Parish Councils.  He outlined the benefits of Quality Parish status to Parish Councils and to the principal authorities.  

Mr Richardson commented that there is currently a City Council and Parish Councils Charter in existence and he suggested that this may be an appropriate time to refresh and review this Charter in light of the Quality Parish Councils status.  Discussions were underway to progress this.

In summary, he advised that this was a demanding new agenda for Town and Parish Councils and the question was, “could Councils deliver the governments expectations?”  It would require principal authority commitment but was an opportunity for greater community involvement in Local Government.

The Chairman then thanked Mr Richardson for an excellent and informative presentation and Mr Richardson answered various Members’ questions in relation to specific aspects of the Quality Parish Councils proposals.  

RESOLVED – (1) That it be recommended to the Executive that they continue to support Quality Parish Councils and the City and Parish Councils Charter should be reviewed in light of this legislation and what is coming forward.

(2) That, as part of the monitoring of the rural policy, Mr Richardson be invited to a meeting of the Committee in six months time to report on the results of a survey of Parish Councils in the area, assessing their achievement of standards set by CALC.







