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PORTFOLIO AREA: INFRASTRUCTURE ENVIRONMENT & TRANSPORT

Date of Meeting:
21 FEBRUARY 2005

Public


Key Decision:
Yes
Recorded in Forward Plan:
Yes

Inside Policy Framework

Title:
WASTE MINIMISATION – CONSULTATION ON CUMBRIA JOINT WASTE STRATEGY FRAMEWORK

Report of:
HEAD OF COMMERCIAL & TECHNICAL SERVICES

Report reference:
CTS 05/05

Summary: 

The Council is a member of the Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership, which has produced a Draft Joint Municipal Waste Management Framework.  The Executives views on the draft consultation document are invited.

Recommendations:

It is RECOMMENDED that the Executive’s comments on the draft Joint Waste Framework document are forwarded to the Strategic Waste Partnership.

Contact Officer:
Michael Battersby
Ext:
 5005

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1
At its meeting on 8 November 2004 the Executive considered report CTS 18/04 which provided the context and a range of issues to minimise waste in Carlisle.  This report provides an update on progress.


1.2 A Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership has been established and has met on a number of occasions to try and develop a waste strategy for the future.  Key issues which have emerged over the last 3 months are: -

· A draft waste strategy frameworks has been produced

· Options for the future role of the Partnership are being assessed.  The level of control/influence of the Council in any future partnership is an important issue together with the need to sustain and improve the current level of performance in Carlisle.

· The County Council’s process for selecting a waste disposal partner has been put back by 6 months to summer 2005.

· Organisation change within the County Council to increase the priority given to waste management and to strengthen the management levels within their organisation.

· The ongoing input which will be required by Council Officers to contribute to the development of the future strategy.

Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy (JMWMS)

1.3 There is a national requirement to produce a joint waste strategy by April 2005.  Recent guidance issued by DEFRA suggests that the process and progress achieved to date in Cumbria may be adequate to achieve this objective.

1.4 A joint strategy framework document has been produced and is included as Appendix A.  The comments of the Executive on this document would be extremely helpful in providing the Council’s response to this consultation document.

1.5 The Infrastructure O/S Committee considered this issue at its meeting on 9 February 2005 and the relevant minutes will be circulated as soon as possible.  The Committee were extremely supportive of the need for progress and backed the principles set out within the framework.

1.6 The framework document summarises the key principles which are supported by the Portfolio Holder and relevant Council officers and as such should be supported.  There is an obvious need to move this framework forward and develop the detail to provide clean action plans, targets on performance measures.  The Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership need the views of all member Authorities to enable this to move forward.

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date.  Partner Authorities

2.2 Consultation proposed.  Detailed community engagement is a key part of the framework.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1
It is RECOMMENDED that the Executive’s comments on the draft Joint Waste Framework document are forwarded to the Strategic Waste Partnership.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

The introduction of the Landfill Directive and the essential implications together with legislation requirements mean that a Joint Waste Strategy is essential and the Council are a key partner in this process.

5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – At this stage the work can be managed within existing resources

· Financial – N/A at this stage 

· Legal – N/A

· Corporate – N/A 

· Risk Management – N/A 

· Equality Issues – N/A

· Environmental – Increased recycling and waste minimisation are one of the greatest environmental challenges in the area

· Crime and Disorder – N/A

· Impact on Customers – N/A



APPENDIX A
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