
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 15 FEBRUARY 2007


COS.25/07
CARLISLE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY PLAN

The Carlisle Partnership Manager (Mr Kemp) presented report PPP.17/07 enclosing the framework for developing the Carlisle Sustainable Plan and the first draft of the Community Plan for Carlisle.

Mr Kemp stated that the Local Government Act 2000 requires local authorities to publish a Sustainable Community Strategy. This obligation is developed in a variety of guidance and analytical documents most recently the White Paper “Strong and Prosperous Communities”, in which Government proposes to put sustainable community strategies at the heart of what local authorities do.

In considering the report, Members made the following comments and observations:

(a) A Member queried why the Voluntary Sector had not been mentioned under the Carlisle Partnership or anywhere in the document.

Mr Kemp responded that the feedback from the Voluntary Sector had not been received but it would be included in the next version of the document.

(b) A Member asked what role the Local Education Authority (LEA) would have in the Children and Young People Priority targets.

Mr Kemp said that is was intended that Childrens Services would align with the work of the relevant Local Strategic Partnership Group.  Both of them shared responsibility under the Local Area Agreement and he hoped that in the future they would be able to work together more.  He stated that for schemes such as the Young Persons Foyer it was important to receive support from Childrens Services as education played a big part in the planned development.

(c) A Member asked for details of Youth Work in Cumbria.

Mr Kemp replied that he didn’t have exact details on this but it involved a representative from the Carlisle Local Strategic Partnership (Carlisle Partnership) working for the Children and Young People Group to involve young people in events organised around the City.

In response to a further question Mr Kemp said that a strategy for young people in Carlisle would form part of the Children and Young People Plan.

(d) A Member commented that the opening paragraphs about Sustainable Communities were very informative and well written but he had concerns that the concluding paragraphs regarding Carlisle Renaissance lacked detailed information.  He also raised concerns that it was focusing on the City Centre and there was not enough emphasis on areas where people lived.

Mr Kemp recognised Members concerns and undertook to examine ways of including increased coverage of objectives for residential  communities within the document.

Dr Gooding added that Carlisle City Council Officers recognised the need for Carlisle Renaissance to accord with the structures of the Council, the Carlisle Partnership and the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership and that difficulties were sometimes encountered in this regard.

(e) A Member raised concerns that the Safer Stronger Communities Priority targets were based on crime and that they did not reflect the wider issues for communities.

Mr Kemp stated that the ‘Stronger’ element was under represented in terms of people and coverage not just in the Carlisle Partnership but in the Local Area Agreement.  He stated that it was difficult to include a target on the ‘Stronger’ element, but that the matter was under detailed consideration.

(f) A Member questioned why Carlisle Renaissance was named as a Lead 

Partner under the Economy and Enterprise priority targets, when it was not a separate body.

Mr Kemp confirmed that this would be amended.

(g) A Member asked who the audience for this document was intended to be.

Mr Kemp responded that the intended audience for the main document was the partners, but a flyer would be distributed to the public informing them about the document and the website.  He stated that further work was required on the launch and publicising of the document.

(h) A Member commented that if the Plan was to contain issues that are important to Carlisle then there should be an Education related target included.  He asked what the life of the Plan would be and how often it would be reviewed.

Mr Kemp agreed that Education should be included more explicitly and he informed Members that there had been no participation from the sector relevant until November 2006 although progress was now being made.  The life of the Plan was anticipated as ten years but it would probably be rewritten again in the next twelve months due to the changing situation.  He stated the Plan would be reviewed on a ongoing basis.

RESOLVED – That the Executive be informed:

1) That the Committee acknowledges the work undertaken in the preparation of the Carlisle Sustainable Community Plan.

2) That the Committee’s comments are as detailed above.

3) That the description of partners should be amended to remove Carlisle Renaissance as a lead partner.

4) That the Committee looks forward to further opportunities to examine the Plan in the future and consider the role of the Committee in future monitoring.







