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Title:
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLAY AREA LAND AT 

RYDAL STREET CARLISLE

Report of:
HEAD OF LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES

Report reference:
LDS.65/03

Summary:

On 2 September 2002 by resolution EX.273/02 the Executive resolved that the Rydal Street Play Area be declared surplus to requirements (Report reference EN.96/02).

On 28 April 2003 by resolution EX.098/03 the Executive resolved that there be agreed terms to sell the Rydal Street Play Area (Report reference PS.3/03).  A prospective purchaser for the site has been found.  

Prior to disposal of the site the Council is required by S.123(1) and (2A) Local Government Act 1972 to advertise the proposed disposal and invite objections.  Following publication of an advertisement in the Cumberland News on 26 September 2003 and 3 October 2003, the Council has received an objection dated 9 October 2003 from a local resident.  However, following inspection of the plans for the proposed housing development on the site the resident has confirmed that he now has no objection to the proposals.  The relevant correspondence is attached.

Recommendations:

That in the light of the fact that the one objection received has now been withdrawn the Executive consider the position and decide whether to proceed with the proposed disposal of the play area land at Rydal Street, Carlisle.

Contact Officer:
Ben Blamires
Ext:
7020

JOHN EGAN

HEAD OF LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

This Report details an objection received in relation to the proposed disposal of play area land at Rydal Street, Carlisle, pursuant to Executive resolutions EX.273/02 and EX.098/03, but confirms that the objection has now been withdrawn.

A disposal of the site would generate a capital receipt.  It is intended that part of the capital receipt would be used to improve children's play facilities on the nearby Fusehill Street Community Gardens.

1. RECOMMENDATIONS

That, in the light of the fact that the one objection received has now been withdrawn, the Executive consider the position and decide whether to proceed with the proposed disposal of the play area land at Rydal Street, Carlisle.

2. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources

· Financial

· Legal – None at this stage.

· Corporate

‘Corporate’: comments from the Head of Property Services are:

1.
This matter first came to the City Council’s formal attention through a petition of 30 signatories submitted by residents of Rydal Street calling on the City Council to resolve various anti-social behaviour problems associated with the Rydal Street playground.

2.
The Council resolved to sell the site for residential development if there was no major local objection to doing so and that some or all of the proceeds would then be used to enhance Fusehill Street playground facilities.

3.
There is also a proposal to consider leasing land at Fusehill Street for a Doctors’ Surgery but with the proviso that half the site remains as a community playground and garden.  This separate proposal is attracting significant public interest locally and will be brought back for further Executive consideration soon.

4.
In the meantime, it is recommended that the Rydal Street site be disposed of for residential development.  The builder’s proposal is for a small development of 7 units, in 2 blocks of 4 and 3 two-bedroom dwellings respectively, to be sold on the open market.  The one objector is worried that it might be a site to be sold as a hostel and this is not proposed.

· Risk Management

· Equality Issues

· Environmental 

· Crime and Disorder 
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