
Roger Albert Clark Rally

Over the last four years, the Council has helped the organisers of the Roger Albert Clarke Rally with arrangements whilst the event has been in the City. This assistance has been limited to local contacts and help with accommodation bookings. The Council has also introduced the event organisers to local businesses who have helped with in kind sponsorship, such as supplying equipment. Since the event started in 2004 it has used Carlisle as a base for two nights, bringing in welcome accommodation bookings outside the main holiday season.     

The organisers have decided to have the event finish in Carlisle when this has previously been held in Sheffield. The finish will be in the City Centre at lunchtime on 19 November and the Mayor has been invited to flag the winning car over the finish line. 

Carlisle Enterprise Centre

Brian White, the Manager of Carlisle Enterprise Centre has become a Qualified Business Advisor under the Small Firms Enterprise Development Initiative. This will mean that businesses moving into the Centre, particularly new businesses can receive an enhanced service and support in developing their business plans.  

Launch of Online Vacant Commercial Property System

The City Council, in partnership with South Lakeland District Council, Eden District Council, Copeland Borough Council and Invest in Cumbria, has bought into an online Vacant Property System. This means that businesses looking for vacant commercial sites or premises can search the database through the City Council’s web site. The system has been operational for a few weeks and has been very well received by both users and local agents and property owners.  A launch event involving all partners has been arranged for Tuesday, 20 November 2007. As many of the countywide agencies have their offices in the City, the launch is to be held in the Learning Gateway of the University of Cumbria.

New Entrepreneur Scholarship Awards 

The New Entrepreneur Scholarship Awards is a scheme to support new businesses and covers the north west region. The City Council and Blackpool Council have been active supporters of the scheme. The two councils were invited to take part in the regional awards ceremony that was held in Carlisle. The Regional Best Business award was won by Red Computers from West Cumbria.  Several Carlisle businesses featured in the prizes.  

National Enterprise Week

National Enterprise Week commences on 12 November. A part of this event the City Council is sponsoring a Young Enterprise Masterclass. The University of Cumbria has offered the use of the Learning Gateway for this event and secondary schools from across the City are now being invited to take part.

The week also coincides with the twentieth anniversary of Carlisle Enterprise Centre. The theme of National Enterprise Week is “Having ideas and making them happen” and the target audience is young people. With this in mind, and with the assistance of the Learning City Manager, the Centre is holding a competition for a painting with the title of ”having Ideas and making them happen”.

All secondary schools from the City have been invited to take part. The entries are to be judged by a panel including some businesses from the Centre and the winning entry will be hung in the reception. 

Carlisle Jobs, Skills & Training Fair


The current Carlisle Renaissance interim programme is supporting two Jobs, Skills & Training Fairs, the first of which was held in early September.  This was the fifth such event to be held and provided both employers and potential employees with the opportunity to discuss vacancies in the run up to the annual peak in seasonal employment.

A very wide range of employers from retail to construction were exhibiting along with training providers and advice agencies.  Initial feedback from these organisations was positive.

Over 80% of delegates in a sample survey found the event useful and 43% were applying for a job as a direct result.  Approximately 19% of those attending also signed up for further training on the day.

The event was also the opportunity to launch two further Renaissance employment projects.  Firstly, a pilot project called ‘Retail Academy Carlisle’ which is designed to facilitate entry for people with skills needs, into retail employment.  The second project, also targeted at people facing barriers to employment, is the Job Brokerage project that provides one to one assessments, training and job placements with local employers through a bursary scheme.

Housing Needs Survey
The results of the County wide housing needs survey have been published.  In Carlisle District three Housing Market Areas were surveyed - Carlisle Urban, Carlisle Rural West (Dalston and Burgh wards) and Carlisle Rural East (including key service centres of Longtown and Brampton).  The survey showed that people are being priced out of the market and means that 82% of first time buyers in Rural West and 97% in Rural East would not be able to buy on the open market (based on borrowing the Government’s recommended rate of 3.5 times of salary).  The research highlighted a particular need for more family accommodation with a mix of social rented and intermediate housing to balance the housing market. At a local level, the results are being used to help justify the need for new affordable housing development in the rural areas including exception sites.  At a regional level they have been presented to the Regional Spatial Strategy Examination in Public to support the need for more housing in the Carlisle area.  Summaries of all 20 identified Housing Market Areas across Cumbria will shortly be published as a supplementary document to the Cumbria Housing Strategy 2006/11.
Councillor Mrs M Bowman
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