
Longtown Market Town Initiative

Longtown Market Town Initiative (MTI) has continued to exceed its targets for investment and business support in the past year with more than 30 jobs created and 19 new start-up businesses assisted in the past year.

To date, 52 different businesses in the Longtown area have benefited from Business Expansion Grants of up to 50% of project cost to a maximum of £5K.

So far, almost £200,000 has been invested into the area through the scheme in addition to numerous training grants that amount to over £5K and marketing support worth almost £8K.

The project has now been successful in securing additional ERDF (European Regional Development Fund) (more than £26K) to assist start-up businesses and to enable local micro businesses to expand.

The Swan Street commercial area of the town is scheduled to benefit from a series of streetscape improvements. The £1/4 million project is principally funded through the MTI by the Northwest Regional Development Agency, the European Regional Development Fund and English Heritage. The City Council is also contributing a small amount (£8K) to the scheme.  The proposed works will include construction of new parking bays incorporating natural granite sets, sandstone paved pedestrian footways and landscaping with the planting of new trees.

Work is expected to start in September.

Longtown MTI Exit Strategy

The Lead Body for the Longtown MTI, the Longtown and District Enterprise Trust, is seeking resources to examine the options for the sustainability of activity beyond the programme life which ends next March when both the NWDA and City Council’s financial support ends.

As a Board of Directors they have decided to try to obtain funding themselves which would give them capacity to look at key existing issues such as micro business support and emerging ones such as the closure of Lochinvar School.

Rural Proofing Process 

Rural Proofing Guidelines were adopted by the Council in 2004 and are now being reviewed as part of the development of the Council's Equality Action Plan.  The Guidelines are being drafted jointly by the Rural Support Group consisting of key partners and the Policy and Performance Officer.

Proofing Guidelines will provide a comprehensive guide to officers developing policy, and consideration of rural proofing will be part of this process from the onset.

Tourism

Tourism revenue is already a major contributor to the City's economic prosperity. There is, however, acknowledgement that Carlisle has the potential to significantly raise its profile as a recognised visitor destination and increase its share of tourism revenue.

The importance of tourism to the City is also confirmed in the Economic Strategy now being prepared as part of Carlisle Renaissance Year 1 Action Plan.

In addition a Strategic Tourism Group (comprising leading operators from the local tourism industry) has been set up to manage the development of a Carlisle brand, and accompanying marketing plan.

Footfall to the city centre remains strong and has continually bucked the national trend, January-June 2007 saw an increase of 5.4% to 5,329,447.

The Longtown area (The Debatable Lands beyond the Wall) has now a new promotional leaflet, (over 25,000 of which have already been distributed), a bedroom browser pack for accommodation providers and a new website which have been produced by the Longtown MTI and the Council's Tourism Unit.

Business Start Up Programme

The Business Start Up programme is being delivered by the Cumbria Chamber of Commerce and Industry as part of the Carlisle Renaissance Year 1 Action Plan.  They are running 14 business start up programmes over this year.  To date five have been completed and one is presently underway in Brampton.  The remaining eight will be delivered at the Chamber's offices, in Longtown, Brampton and at Upperby CDC.  In addition to the courses those taking part, will receive one to one support from qualified Business Advisors. Under the contract, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry will need to help 120 new businesses commence trading.

Tourism Business Support programme

This is being delivered by Cumbria Tourism and the Cumbria Rural Enterprise Agency as part of Carlisle Renaissance Year 1 Action Plan.

Cumbria Tourism are delivering: 

· The national Profit Through Productivity programme to 15 businesses.

· Customer Care Training to 20 people.

· Helping 10 businesses achieve national accreditation.   

The Cumbria Rural Enterprise Agency are delivering a programme of support covering:

· Developing a comprehensive database of tourism businesses across the district.

· Providing one to one business advice to 22 businesses.

· Providing one to one computer advice and help with on line trading to 40 businesses.

· Organising two Business Development Days to raise awareness of business support services.

· Helping two tourism businesses develop environmental management programmes (pilot project).

· Help one tourism business with conservation advice (pilot project).  

Carlisle Joint School Council

Plans for the first Carlisle Joint School Council meeting which will be hosted by Carlisle City Council in the Council Chamber on 26 September are progressing well.

The young people are keen to work with Councillors from Carlisle City Council and a small group of Members will be meeting them informally over lunch. There will be further opportunities for Members and young people to work together at future meetings.
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