
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

INFRASTRUCTURE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 2 AUGUST 2007 


IOS.66/07
DRAFT AIR QUALITY ACTION PLAN
The Environmental Quality Manager (Mr Ingham) submitted Report CS.45/07 enclosing a draft Air Quality Action Plan. The matter had been considered by Executive on 2 July 2007 (EX.157/07) and Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 19 July 2007 (COS.85/07).

Mr Ingham advised that the 1995 Environment Act required the City Council to monitor the air quality in its area and to produce an Action Plan to address air quality where necessary.  Two Air Quality Management Areas had been declared in the City in December 2005 and December 2006 applying to the A7, along Scotland Road/Kingstown Road and Currock Street respectively.  The Action Plan attached to the report fulfilled the Council's duty to pursue the achievement of Air Quality Objectives in the Air Quality Management Area.

Mr Ingham outlined the consultation which had taken place during the production of the draft Air Quality Action Plan, commenting that it would not be complete without the further assessment findings from consultants during July 2007.   The consultants had received all the information required and would have a final report by mid September.  

Mr Ingham advised that the Council was not under any legal obligation to achieve the objectives.  However, through the implementation of the local measures included in the Air Quality Action Plan and continued improvement of vehicle emissions nationally, it was believed that nitrogen dioxide levels in Carlisle would reduce below the Air Quality Standard by 2010.

The Executive had decided:

“1. That the Draft Air Quality Action Plan be welcomed and the thanks of the Executive to officers involved in the production of the draft Plan be placed on record.

2. That the Draft Air Quality Action Plan be referred to the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 19 July 2007 for consideration and comment.

3. That the Executive refers the Draft Air Quality Action Plan to Cumbria County Council Carlisle Local Area Committee and Stagecoach North West for observations.”

Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee referred the Action Plan to this Committee to consider the transport issues in the Plan.

a)
In response to a Member’s question the Environmental Health Officer (Ms Donald) explained that although the Council did not have a legal obligation to achieve the pollutant objectives it did have a legal responsibility under the Environment Act to demonstrate that it was taking steps towards achieving the objectives through the implementation of the its Action Plan.

b)
Concerns were raised regarding the proposed new education establishments in the Victoria Place area.  The traffic would be increased in an area that was already busy and had lots of children.  Was there any work on traffic management or pollution levels being undertaken?

Ms Donald responded that through the planning process, air quality impact assessments would be required to be submitted for any proposed development which may have a significant impact on air quality.

In response to a further question Ms Donald said that the use of Section 106 agreements to help improve air quality would be considered as part of new planning guidance.

Mr Ingham stated that there was a County wide car parking strategy being developed which would have an impact on air quality and it was due in September.  The City Council representative was the Highways Services Manager.

The Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder stated that the County Council and City Council were working together on the parking strategy.  Carlisle would have a separate strategy but it would be part of the County wide strategy.

d)
Page 21 – Remove the 9th bullet point because Carlisle had won awards for car parking.

e)
In response to a Member’s question the Head of Environmental Services (Mr Tickner) stated that the Park and Ride Scheme did not have support at County Council level.

f)
To help encourage pedestrians and cycle users the Council must learn from previous mistakes.  Some cycle paths had been made of inferior surfaces and in some areas of the City cycle path markings had gone.  There also needed to be some improvement in public transport.

g)
Page 15 – An increase in employment in the City was needed to keep people working locally and take away the need to drive out of the City.

h)
Page 32 – Concerns were raised that funding was being diverted away from the City to other areas in the County and roads, pavements and cycle ways were not being maintained correctly.

i)
A Member commented that the plan was a useful document to help educate people and allows the City Council to take ownership and responsibility.

j)
In response to a Member’s question Ms Donald stated that several areas of the City had been declared as ‘Smoke Control Areas’ during the1970’s and that those areas generally covered estates built at that time such as Lowry Hill.  A map showing the locations of the Smoke Control Areas would be placed on the Council’s website.

k)
It was becoming more fashionable to have solid fuel in the home, was this being monitored?

Ms Donald responded that the Council carried out an “Updating Screening and Assessment” every three years.  This looked at 7 pollutants for which all local authorities had a legal duty to consider.  Each of the 7 pollutants had different sources and health risks.  Burning solid fuel could be significant in respect of the objective levels for particulates and sulphur dioxide.  Towns and villages where significant solid fuel burning took place, e.g. where mains gas was not supplied such as Longtown, were identified and considered every three years in the Updating and Screening Assessment.  The density of solid fuel burning houses within a 500m x 500m grid was established and an estimate of emissions was made.  Updating and Screening Assessment Reports were available on the Council’s website.

l)
In relation to the Waste Strategy, Mr Tickner explained that a company called Shanks ran a Mechanical Biological Waste Treatment Facility (MBWT) at Dumfries and were looking to build a similar facility at Carlisle.

RESOLVED – 1) That the Committee welcomes the draft Air Quality Action Plan and looks forward to the final Air Quality Action Plan at a future meeting.

2) That the Head of Environmental Services presents the draft County Car Parking Strategy to a future meeting of the Committee.

3) That the Committee undertake a site visit to the Mechanical Biological Waste Treatment Facility (MBWT) at Dumfries on 26 September 2007.







