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IOS.95/03
REFERENCE FROM THE EXECUTIVE – DOGS (FOULING OF LAND) ACT 1996 – EXTENSION OF DESIGNATED AREAS

The Executive had, at its meeting on 1 September 2003, considered a report from the Head of Environmental Protection Services (EPS.56/03) seeking to extend the current provisions of the Carlisle Dog Fouling Designated Areas Order 1997 so that the enforcement provisions would apply to the whole of the Carlisle City Council area.  

Exemptions, as stipulated within the Act, would remain i.e. agricultural land, common land (rural), mountain, moorland, marshland and heathland, woodland (commercial) and carriageways with a speed limit of above 40 mph and land running alongside them.

The Executive had decided (Minute Excerpt EX.198/03 refers) that it wished to apply the provisions of the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act throughout the District by designating the whole of the Council’s area under the provisions of that legislation, and had referred the report EPS.56/03 to this Committee for consultation purposes.

The Head of Environmental Protection Services added that concern had existed as to whether Defra would be happy with the proposal.  Defra had the day before confirmed their agreement, subject to the proviso that the areas not to be included were stipulated.  The matter was being considered by the Council’s Solicitors, following which wide spread consultation would take place.  A presentation to this Committee or the Executive may be appropriate thereafter depending upon comments received.

A Member referred to the picnic area at junction 42 which was currently being improved and questioned whether that would be included.  Mr Speirs advised that the byelaws included public open space to which the public had access without payment and therefore it should be included.

Another Member recognised that the extension of the designated areas may have resource issues, potentially resulting in a deterioration in the service in the city area by default.  He suggested that the Executive be asked to investigate that issue with a view to providing additional resources for the service.

Mr Speirs stated that he would appreciate the Committee’s support in that regard.

RESOLVED – (1) That this Committee endorses the wish of the Executive to apply the provisions of the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 throughout the district by designating the whole of the Council’s area under the provisions of that legislation.

(2) That the Executive be requested to investigate the resource issues emanating from such an extension with a view to providing additional resources to support the same.







