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REPORT TO EXECUTIVE 

	Date of Meeting:
	16th February 2009

	Public
	

	Key Decision:
	Yes
	Recorded in Forward Plan:
	No

	Inside Policy Framework


	Title:
	LOWTHER STREET - OFF STREET PARKING



	Report of:
	Director of Community Services

	Report reference:
	CS 06/09


Summary: This report outlines a proposal to introduce a short stay pay and display Car Park on the existing disc parking area at the north end of Lowther Street.  Subject to the existing highway being formally stopped up.
Recommendations: It is recommended that members approve the proposed works and the inclusion of this car park in the Off-Street Parking Order, subject to approval of the ‘Stopping-Up’ Order.
	Contact Officer:
	Keith Poole
	Ext:
	 8527


1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1
At its meeting on the 21st June 2007 the County Council Carlisle Local Committee considered a number of proposals for raising additional income which could be used to fund the expected deficit in operating the system of Civil Parking Enforcement in Carlisle.  It was decided that the option of turning a number of redundant areas of highway into pay and display car parks should be investigated.  The three areas in question were at the northern end of Lowther Street, the rear of Corporation Road and Dixon Street.  These were formally areas of highway that became redundant when the Inner Ring Road was constructed in the 1970’s.

1.1 Further discussions took place with local residents at the Castle Neighbourhood Forum where concerns were expressed about creating pay and display car parks at Dixon Street and Corporation Road.  It was subsequently agreed by the Local Committee on the 10th October 2008 that the proposal for creating a car park at the northern end of Lowther Street would be progressed, with the agreement of those attending the Forum; the other proposals would be abandoned.  This matter has now been progressed and the County Council have advertised a formal order to Stop Up the area of highway highlighted on the attached plan.  This matter is to be considered by the Magistrates Court on the 20th March 2009.

1.2 If the Stopping Up is agreed then the proposal is that this parking area should be included in the Carlisle City Council Off-Street Parking Order as a short stay Pay and Display Car Park with spaces for 52 vehicles.  The remaining area of existing disc parking opposite Eden Bridge House entrance will remain as it is.  The pedestrian right of way would be maintained on the western footway along Lowther Street, this would not be affected by the Stopping Up Order.  The City Council would thereafter manage and maintain the car park in a similar manner to William Street Car Park on behalf of the County Council.  The Pay and Display income from the Car Park would be used to supplement the City of Carlisle On-Street Parking account after the deduction of staff and operational costs involved in maintaining the car parks.  The On-Street parking account is operated on behalf of the County Council under an agreement with the City Council.   This proposal will have a net  neutral financial impact on the City Council.
1.3 The area of the proposed car park is due to be resurfaced in March 2009 to repair the damaged surface, the parking bay markings will be renewed as part of this maintenance work, funded by the “Claimed Rights” Highways allocation.  In order to introduce the car park it will be necessary to erect a sign at the car park entrance. A ticket machine will also be required, it is proposed to utilise an existing spare machine.  This work is estimated to cost £2,000 and it is proposed that this will be charged to the On-Street Parking Account, with the costs being repaid from the car park income received.

1.4 Members are asked to approve the proposed work and the inclusion of this car park in the Off-Street Order as a Short Stay Car Park with charges set to match existing Short Stay charges.

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date.

This proposal has been discussed and agreed by the Highways and Transport Working Group and the Carlisle Local Committee.  The Castle Ward Neighbourhood Forum discussed the proposal and raised no objection.  The formal Stopping Up order has been advertised by the County Council and awaits a formal decision at the Magistrates Court on 20th March 2009.

2.2 Consultation proposed.

If there is agreement to include this proposed park in the Off-Street Parking Order then Legal Services will prepare a formal change to the existing order which will be advertised by public notice.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1
It is recommended that members approve the proposed works and the inclusion of this car park in the Off –Street Parking Order, subject to the approval of the ‘stopping up’ Order.
4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1
This area of land already functions as a Car Park, the proposed change will raise income which will assist with Civil Parking Enforcement in Carlisle.  


5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – There are no staffing or resource implications

· Financial –  As stated in the report the Pay and Display income fro the Car Park would be used to supplement the City of Carlisle On-Street Parking account after the deduction of staff and operational costs involved in maintaining the car park.   It is proposed in the report that the cost of the ticket machine required would also be funded from the additional income the car park would generate.
The gross cost and income budgets will be increased to reflect these amounts.   The net position is estimated to be nil.

· Legal –  It will be necessary to follow the prescribed statutory processes if the current Off Street Parking Order is to be amended.
· Corporate –  Not applicable.

· Risk Management – The proposals are relatively straightforward to implement if the Stopping Up order is agreed.

· Equality and Disability – Provision for disabled parking will be made in the proposed car park and the adjacent existing disc parking bays in the line with national recommendations

· Environmental – The proposals will have no environmental impact as the area is already in use as a car park.

· Crime and Disorder – It is not envisaged there will be any implications.  This area is well lit and has CCTV surveillance.  It would be the intention to include this car park into the Secure Car Park Scheme at the earliest opportunity.

· Impact on Customers – There will be the loss of the existing free 1 hour disc parking spaces but its replacement with short stay paring provides opportunity for shoppers to spend more time in the adjacent retail area.  Some disc parking spaces are being retained adjacent to the entrance of Eden Bridge House to meet the demand from those wising to make quick visits.
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	Note:  in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:  None
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