EXECUTIVE (SPECIAL)

MONDAY 8 OCTOBER 2007 AT 1.00 PM

PRESENT:


Councillor Mitchelson (Chairman and Promoting Carlisle Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Bloxham (Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder)

Councillor P Farmer (Learning and Development Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Mallinson (Finance and Performance Management Portfolio holder)

Councillor Prest (Health and Wellbeing Portfolio Holder)

ALSO PRESENT:   

Councillors Mrs Luckley, Boaden and Allison attended the meeting as observers.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

There were no declarations of interest in any of the items on the agenda.

EX.246/07
QUESTION BY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio – Cross cutting

Subject Matter – Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported receipt of a question submitted on behalf of the Save Our Streets campaign.  Mr G Cochrane asked the following question:

"Policy DP2 in the Local Plan concerns the designation of an area in Rickergate for Regeneration, delineated by a red line, implying that the homes and businesses within the red line are expendable.

A Report on the Concept Bid to NWDA, recommends that a concept proposal for the £1.2 million offered by the NWDA for the acquisition of properties in the transformational sites be submitted.  This implies the imminent purchase of homes and businesses in Rickergate.

The Council’s Policy Statement on the DFMS states that it wishes to retain Peter Street and Corporation Road.  These two streets lie within the red line in Policy DP2 and within the scope of the purchases implied by the NWDA’s monetary offer.

What explanation can be given for these anomalies?  It appears that this “promise” of retention is no more that a tactic to allay the fears of residents whilst the reality is the preparation of the area to be marketed for redevelopment to the highest bidder".

The Leader responded to the question as follows:

"The red line identifies the area to which the policy applies and does not imply that the homes and businesses within the red line are expendable.

The City Council has been explicit in its intentions to acquire property that may become available anywhere within the City Centre for over a year to help facilitate Carlisle Renaissance Projects.

There is no anomaly.  The Development Framework and Movement Strategy Statement is entirely consistent with the Local Plan Policy DP2 and the position adopted by the City Council at the recent Local Plan Inquiry.

It is within this planning context that further work is being undertaken as part of the normal process of defining a regeneration and development opportunity that can be presented both to the private sector and the public sector who may be called upon to provide funding support to secure the most appropriate scheme is developed.

The City Council has been entirely consistent and transparent in this respect over the last 2 years since the masterplanning work began and have spent considerable time and effort engaging with the resident and business community to put these proposals together.  There has been extensive public consultation over the past 2 years.

We now await the results of the independent Local Plan Inquiry in early 2008 to determine the final position on the planning status of the area".

Mr Cochrane then asked the following supplementary question:

"The report later on the agenda 'Growing Carlisle - An Economic Strategy for the Carlisle City Region' is based on an increase in population in Carlisle and this will mean that more housing is needed.  Why then is Carlisle Renaissance proposing to demolish good quality housing in Rickergate"?

The Leader responded to the question as follows:

"The Economic Strategy sets out the vision for Carlisle for the next 25 years and it is based on looking for a growth in population.  In the Development Framework and Movement Strategy the Council has gone on record to say it wants the retention of Corporation Road and Peter Street, we now await the outcome of the Local Plan Inquiry regarding the type of development allowed in the Rickergate area".

Mr Cochrane responded that the Council had stated that it "wishes" to retain Corporation Road and Peter Street, and he asked if this would be changed to "will" retain Corporation Road and Peter Street.

The Leader responded that the wish to retain Corporation Road and Peter Street had been part of the Council’s submission to the Local Plan Inquiry.  If the outcome of the Local Plan Inquiry agreed with that position, then the properties would be retained.  It would be up to the Local Plan Inspector to make the decision.

Mr Cochrane thanked the Leader for the response which he would report back to the Save Our Streets Committee for further discussion.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

That the Leader's response to the question from the Save Our Streets Campaign be noted.

Reasons for Decision - To hear and respond to the question from the Save Our Streets Campaign.

EX.247/07
GROWING CARLISLE - AN ECONOMIC STRATEGY FOR THE CARLISLE REGION: CONSULTATION DRAFT (Key Decision)

Portfolio – Economic Development and Enterprise

Subject Matter - The Head of Economic and Tourism Services presented Report DS.92/07 enclosing the consultation draft of Growing Carlisle - An Economic Strategy for the Carlisle Region.

The draft Economic Strategy had been produced under the guidance of the Economic Development and Enterprise Priority Group of the Carlisle Partnership, by a team of officers drawn from the City and County Councils and the NWDA, advised by Professor Frank Peck of the University of Cumbria.  It built on the work commissioned from SQW Ltd earlier in the year, including extensive consultation carried out with local stakeholders.

The Head of Economic and Tourism Services outlined the purpose of the Strategy, which was based on an assumption that the population of Carlisle would grow.  The Strategy would provide the platform upon which individual projects and initiatives would be built and work still needed to be continued with partners and stakeholders to achieve a consensus that the foundations of the Strategy were sound and right for Carlisle.  Discussions were taking place on the detailed project proposals that would be published alongside the Strategy.  This work would be concluded when partners and deliverers of projects were satisfied that the proposed programme of work was achievable, fundable and added value.

The Draft Strategy would be consulted on to establish if the basic framework was correct and to ensure that ownership and delivery would be owned by a wide set of bodies/agencies.  

The Environment and Infrastructure portfolio holder referred to the Executive summary and welcomed the intention "to be bold, confident and ambitious about Carlisle's prospects".

The Leader paid tribute to the work of the Carlisle Renaissance Economic Development and Enterprise Priority Group and to officers from the City Council who supported that Group in the development of the draft Strategy.  The draft Strategy, which would be the subject of consultation with the Council and other stakeholders, would involve the public, private and voluntary sectors in a commitment to the Carlisle's economic development.

Summary of options rejected – None.

DECISION

1.  That the draft Strategy be referred to all three Overview and Scrutiny Committees during October 2007 and following receipt of comments from that process, the Executive will consider the Strategy in detail at the meeting on 19 November 2007.

2.  That a report on the consultation process be submitted to the Executive meeting on 19 November 2007.

Reasons for Decision - To refer the consultation draft to all three Overview and Scrutiny Committees for comment.

EX.248/07
FORWARD PLAN MATTERS (Non Key Decision)

Portfolio - Economic Development and Enterprise; and Finance and Performance Management

Subject Matter – The Forward Plan for 1 October 2007 to 31 January 2008 stated that the Director of Carlisle Renaissance would report to this meeting on Carlisle Renaissance - North West Development Agency funding.  This has been deferred as the detailed application had not been completed.  The matter would be reported to the Executive on 19 November 2007.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

That it be noted that the Director of Carlisle Renaissance would report to the November Executive meeting on Carlisle Renaissance - North West Development Agency funding.

Reasons for Decision - To be informed of changes to the Forward Plan.

The meeting ended at 1.15pm

