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1.	Licensing


The County Draft Licensing Policy was issued for public consultation on 16th August with a response date of 30th September.  Over 200 letters have been sent out to potential consultees requesting comments by the September deadline.  A series of reports to Executive and Community Overview and Scrutiny will examine the draft Licensing Policy for Carlisle and consultation responses in detail prior to final adoption in January 2005.








2.	Food Safety


The long vacant post within the food safety section has been offered to a qualified Environmental Health Officer working for another Cumbria authority.  The officer was one of 3 applicants for the post following the most recent re-advertisement and, subject to receipt of written acceptance, should be able to start working for the Council in early autumn.  This will bring the section back to full complement and should enable the performance for food safety inspections to noticeably improve in subsequent months.





The Food Standards Agency audited the Food Safety Enforcement work o	f the Council on 24th August we await their report.








Waste Management


The Audit Commission has completed a study of the Waste Management performance of all authorities in Cumbria.  As Carlisle had previously been subject to a Best Value Review of Waste Management this audit was less intense focussing on performance since the Best Value Review.  The draft report has been received and recognises the Council’s good performance in terms of recycling. The report does however identify that the Council should now look to its future strategic direction including how it works with the Waste Disposal Authority, Cumbria County Council.  A detailed Waste Management report will be considered by Executive in November 2004.





We need to be looking at the future of waste management, how we reduce the household waste into landfill sites.








Cumbria in Bloom


At the award ceremony held in Windermere on 6th September Carlisle was successful in winning a gold award under the Large Town category within Cumbria in Bloom. This is the 5th time in a row Carlisle has won its category within the competition.





The award is recognition of a great effort, not only from the City Council, but also from all those associated with hotels and guesthouses, businesses, individual gardens and community groups. It’s been a difficult year for gardens this year with a very dry start to the season and ending in one of the wettest on record.





This award is hopefully a good omen for Carlisle in the national final, to be held in Leeds on 23rd September, where it is hoped Carlisle will achieve better than last years silver








5.	Commercial & Technical Services 


The Business Environment Network Awards at Rheged on the evening on Tuesday 07 September Commercial & Technical Services were awarded Gold for excellence in Environmental Practice. 





I would like to extend thanks on behalf of Carlisle City Council to all those staff involved in achieving and retaining this excellent award.








6.	English Heritage


Carlisle City Council were hosts to the Commissioners of English Heritage on Tuesday 07 September 2004.  The Commissioner’s visit was to hear the views of local key authority partners on the role of the Historic environment and to discuss the present working relationships and to consider opportunities for development in the future.


I believe it was generally agreed that although short the meeting was successful in recognising that Carlisle had a very deep historical significance that in many aspects was understated.


The Commission are looking to work with us in promoting more of our heritage along with their desire to regenerate interest in the Castle.
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