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Subject Matter

Pursuant to Minutes EX.232/09, EX.233/09 and EX.234/09, further consideration was given to the Charges Review in respect of charges falling within the responsibility of the Community Services; Development Services; and Legal and Democratic Services Directorates.  A copy of Reports CS.52/09, DS.96/09 and LDS.85/09 had been circulated.

The Assistant Director (Resources) had also issued an Addendum to Reports CS.52/09 and DS.96/09 providing some additional information/amendment on the proposed fees and charges for services falling within the responsibility of the Community Services Directorate on the issues of Contract Parking Charges and Bulky Waste; and Development Services in respect of the Old Town Hall Visitor Centre and Carlisle Enterprise Centre.

Copy Minute Extracts from the meetings of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel on 1 December, Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel on 3 December and Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel on 10 December 2009 in respect of the charges were circulated.  

The Leader indicated that the Executive had taken on board feedback from the Panel meetings in formulating its budget proposals and thanked Members of the Overview and Scrutiny Panels for their contribution.

The Chairman of the Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel reported that the majority of the Panel were in favour of an increase in car parking charges as suggested within report CS.52/09, but only subject to the proviso that work took place to develop a proper overall strategy that would include charges.  To that end a Task and Finish Group had been set up to look at all car parking issues.

The Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder was grateful to the Chairman for raising that issue.

The Portfolio Holder then moved the recommendations contained in report CS.52/09, including a 10p increase on the hourly rate for the short stay car parks.  He added that an administrative error in the report in relation to the charging regime at Talkin Tarn Car Park had been amended to read: 

£1.00 for any duration between 10.00 am - 6.00 pm; and £25.00 per year for an annual permit.

The Economy Portfolio Holder moved the recommendations contained within report DS.96/09, subject to the implementation date for the introduction of charges in 2010 for the Old Town Hall Visitor Centre and Carlisle Enterprise Centre being 1 April 2010.

The Leader moved recommendations contained within report LDS.85/09.

Summary of options rejected

A number of alternative charges as detailed in the above reports.

DECISION

1.
That the Addendum to Reports CS.52/09 and DS.96/09 be received.

2.
That the fees and charges as set out within the relevant Appendices to Report CS.52/09, be agreed in respect of services falling within the remit of the Community Services Directorate, including a 10p increase on the hourly rate for short stay car parks; and subject to the correction in relation to the charging regime at Talkin Tarn Car Park i.e.  £1.00 for any duration between 10.00 am - 6.00 pm; and £25.00 per year for an annual permit.

3.
That the fees and charges, as set out in the relevant Appendices to report DS.96/09, be approved with effect from 1 April 2010 in respect of the service areas and functions falling within the Development Services Directorate.

4.
That the fees and charges,  as set out in Appendix A to Report LDS.85/09, be approved with effect from 1 April 2010 in respect of the service areas and functions falling within the Legal and Democratic Services Directorate.

5.
That the Overview and Scrutiny Panels be thanked for their consideration of and contribution to the matter.

Reasons for Decision

The proposed charges and options reflect the Corporate Charging Policy as set out in the Medium Term Financial Plan, whilst attempting to recognise service pressures and trends.







