CITY COUNCIL MEETING (Special)

FRIDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2004 AT 3:00 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Pattinson), Councillors Atkinson, Bain, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Farmer, Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Glover, Graham, Hendry, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson J, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, McMillan, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Ms Watson, Watson (R), Weber and Wilson.

C.42/04
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Aldersey, Bowditch, Collier, Ms Glendinning, Guest, Hodgson, Robinson, Scarborough and Weedall.

C.43/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Farmer, Weber, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), Jefferson, Toole and Watson (R) declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for members in respect of the item of business relating to Regional Government.  Their interest was in respect of their membership of the Cumbria County Council.

C.44/04
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) On behalf of the Council, the Mayor wished Councillor Mrs Bradley a speedy recovery following her accident at the public meeting held in the Crown & Mitre on 17 February 2004.

The Mayor announced the death of Mrs Griffiths who had been Mayoress of the City in 1978/79 and reported that Mrs Griffiths funeral had taken place earlier in the day.

The Mayor announced that a Charity abseil in aid of the Mayor’s Charity had been arranged for the 9 March 2004 and any member or officers wishing to take part should register their interest.

(b) The Leader of the Council indicated there were no announcements, which he wished to make.

(c) There were no announcements from members of the Executive.

(d) There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive

C.45/04
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 and 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions or petitions had been submitted by members of the public.

C.46/04
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice.

C.47/04
NOTICE OF MOTION

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no notices of motion had been submitted by members in accordance with Procedure Rule 12.

C.48/04
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW

Consideration was given to the City Council’s Stage Three responses to the Boundary Committee on the future structure of Local Government in Cumbria should Regional Government be implemented.  

A copy of the minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 9 February 2004, the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 11 February 2004, the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 12 February 2004 and the minutes of the Executive held on the 13 February 2004 had been circulated together with a copy of the Executive’s Report setting out a proposed Stage 3 response to the Boundary Committee’s draft recommendations.  Councillor Mitchelson also circulated amendments to that report and informed members that the amendments related to section seven on pages 21 – 24 of the report circulated.   The amendments were annotated for members ease of reference

Members questioned the Executive on details of the report and its relationship with the report submitted by the Eden District Council.  Members then discussed in some length the report on proposed response to the Boundary Committee.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded that the report entitled Local Government Review in the North West, Carlisle and Eden District Council 2nd submission to the Boundary Committee, as amended by the amendment sheet circulated to the Council Meeting relating to Section 7 pages 21 – 24 of the circulated report be agreed as the City Council's formal response to the Boundary Committees draft recommendation for Unitary Local Government in Cumbria.

In accordance with Procedures Rule 17.4 Councillor Weber supported by one fourth of the members present moved that the vote on the item of business relating to Regional Government and Local Government Review be recorded.

Members voted as follows:-

For Councillors Mitchelson’s motion

The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Pattinson), Councillors Bain, Bloxham, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Farmer, Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Graham, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson J, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Stevenson and Toole.

Against Councillors Mitchelson’s motion 

Councillors Atkinson, Boaden, Mrs Bradley, Glover, Hendry, Im Thurn, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, Mrs Southward, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Ms Watson, Watson ( R), Weber and Wilson.

Councillor McMillan abstained.

RESOLVED -  That the report entitled Local Government Review in the North West, Carlisle and Eden District Councils second submission to the Boundary Committee as amended by the amendment sheet circulated to the Council Meeting relating to section 7, pages 21 – 24 of the circulated report be agreed as the City Council’s formal response to the Boundary Committee’s draft recommendations for Unitary Local Government in Cumbria.

C. 49/04
DECISIONS TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY

Pursuant to Overview and Scrutiny Procedure 0.15 (I), the Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported on decisions of the Executive which it had been agreed should be taken as urgent decisions and dealt with as matters of urgency without the need for call-in.

RESOLVED – That report LDS.12/04 setting out decisions taken as a matter of urgency since the last meeting of the Council be noted and agreed.

C.50/04
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further communications, which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of the Council.

(The meeting ended at 3:55 pm)
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