
There is little that I can say, as this is the last Council of the civic year, that has not been said over previous months.  However, there are some points of information that I feel should be passed on to all Members.

Major Infrastructure Improvements

In the next two to three years there is likely to be major investment in the infrastructure of Carlisle, valued within the region of £100m.  Works include the Flood Defence project for the Caldew and City centre, major sewer replacements/upgrading in the Warwick Road and Willowholme areas and the long awaited construction of the Carlisle Northern Development Route.  

Whilst there remains some outstanding decisions on each of these, the works will be the first visible stages of Renaissance in Carlisle.  These infrastructure improvements are a crucial step to facilitate some of the ambitious development proposals that we have for Carlisle.  

I would advise Council that discussions are already taking place to try and ensure that the above works are integrated and co-ordinated to minimise the disruption that will inevitably arise during construction.  It is essential that we keep “Carlisle open for business”.  

More details will follow as the integrated approach progresses.  Clearly, this promises to be an interesting and exciting challenging period.

Connect 2

The Council is working with SUSTRANS the national cycling charity and other partners to progress a major cycle route to link the north and south of Carlisle from Currock to Kingmoor. This initiative addresses a number of key priorities, which have emerged from the Carlisle Renaissance Movement Strategy.  It is early days and we should know by Christmas if the bid for the Lottery funding has been successful. To help progress this I would urge all Members to go to www.sustransconnect2org.uk to access more details and support the project if they are so minded.

Alternate Weekly Collection System

The alternate weekly collection system for refuge and recycling seems to be progressing quite well.  However, there have been some concerns and where these have been identified to staff a personal visit and letters have been sent to accommodate any concerns.  Prior to this major change to our service the Council provided kerbside garden waste collection to 30,000 properties, a kerbside green box service (collecting glass, cans and paper) to 40,000 properties and a kerbside collection of plastic and cardboard to 10,000 properties.  Subsequent to the changes, these figures have increased to 34,000, 45,000 and 37,000 respectively.  By any standards this represents a significant extension to the Council’s recycling and collection service.  I would take this opportunity to congratulate all the staff that have been involved in this major change and that includes our Customer Service Contact Centre who have been at the front end of any difficulties.  I would also take the opportunity to thank the members of the public who have responded so tremendously to the improvement in the Council’s collection scheme.  There are of course some people who are unable to have kerbside collections and in those instances I would ask for them to continue to recycle and use the bring sites at the various supermarkets and other areas within the district.

The recycling rate for 2006/07 to the end of February has held up well at 34.33%.   We would normally expect a dip at the end of the winter but this hasn’t happened this year.  I think I can safely say that the prediction for 2007/08 will be 45%+.  

Crime, Disorder and Reduction Partnership

As you may be aware the CDRP has now moved into the ground floor office under the Council Chamber.  It is proposed that, apart from the CDRP’s staff, there will be a police presence, fire service presence, the Anti-Social Co-ordinator, plus the facility for our wardens to drop in and discuss concerns with the CDRP staff.  This is a great step forward as it gives us the opportunity to really work in partnership and I look forward to giving you further reports on the progress of this unit, hopefully, in the future.

Councillor R Bloxham

Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder
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