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HOUSING

Homelessness Strategy

Consultation is currently underway with a number of stakeholders and key organisations to inform the authority on its Homelessness Strategy, which has to be in place by August this year to cover a five-year period.

Families Hostel

The government, under its' 'Places for Change' programme has awarded £1.89 million to Carlisle towards the Families Hostel replacement project. The scheme will replace London Road Hostel with new accommodation and a 'Centre of Excellence'.   

YMCA Foyer

The bid, submitted by us on behalf of the YMCA, for £1 million, was unsuccessful.  However, further funding streams are currently being identified and assessed.

Home Improvement Agency

The Home Improvement Agency is being taken in-house as of 1 May, and work is progressing to enable this to be done in a seamless way, to ensure that grant applicants know what is happening.  All staff who remain with the Agency as of 30 April will be transferred to the City Council. 

Group Repair

Group Repair work is progressing well at Garfield Street, but due to the extremely wet weather over the past few months, progress is slightly behind schedule.  It is hoped that the project will be completed by mid May.  The first scheme at Westmorland Street has been successfully completed, and has transformed the area, which in the past, was looking very tired! 

Disabled Facilities Grants

Work on the Local Area Agreement (LAA) stretch target for improving delivery times for Disabled Facilities Grants (DFGs) is progressing well, and the time taken for dealing with DFGs is gradually coming down. 

Gypsies and Travellers

The Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) - a study of needs of the Gypsy and Traveller community by Salford University on behalf of all the local authorities in Cumbria has been finalised and was launched on 14th of this month.  This report provides a number of recommendations relating to site provision and support for these communities.

Energy Efficiency Advice Centre 

The Energy Efficiency Advice Centre has received an extension of its contract until the end of August, to enable the transfer of work to be tied into the formation of the new Energy Saving Trust Advice Centre.  It is proposed to try and ensure continuity of work for existing staff over the next five months and once a new provider has been identified. 

CDRP

· CDRP Plan 2008/2009 is now published on the website.

· Action plans for each priority are underway and will be seen in draft by the leadership group on 16th April.

· Two new developments with CCTV of particular note: The installation of Automatic Number Plate Recognition and CCTV camera on an industrial estate to tackle the level of thefts. The completion of a digital link between the Citadel Police Station and the CCTV control room, we no longer need to deal in CD-Roms as officers can access footage directly.

Healthy Communities and Older People

The HCOP Priority Group held their Spring Forum at Tullie House at the end of March.   Presentations on each of the current projects were given. 

There have been some excellent results with each of the four priorities: Smoking Cessation, Income Maximisation for older People, Active Carlisle and Keep Warm Keep Safe.

Future projects:- 
Lifestyle on the Road  - A 3 year project with Carlisle Leisure which involves taking equipment and fitness instructors to schools and community venues to promote healthy lifestyles.

                         
Worthwhile Days  - Carlisle Mencap will encourage people with learning disabilities to access mainstream sporting and leisure facilities and to eat healthily.  The scheme involves working with providers, people with learning disabilities and their carers.

                          
On Your Bike   -  Impact Housing Association are to use cycling and bicycle mechanics to improve the health and wellbeing of vulnerable and hard to reach local people.  The scheme involves a programme of rides and events and the provision of equipment.
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