CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL

Report to:- THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE LICENSING &
REGULATORY PANEL

Date of Meeting:- 5th December 2001 Agenda Item No:- p\ S-
Public Operational Delegated Yes

Accompanying Comments and Statements Required Included

Cumbria Fire Service Mo No

Cumbria Constabulary Mo No

Environmental Services No Mo

HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER —CONVICTION FOR

Tiktee- MOTORING OFFENCE - JOHN JAMES WRIGHT
Report of:- CITY SOLICITOR & SECRETARY

Report reference:- TC. 229 /01

Summary:-

John James Wright has been a licensed driver of both Hackney and Private Hire vehicles
with Carlisle City Council since 1989. He has disclosed an offence of speeding om4™
April 2001, whilst carrying a passenger in a private hire vehicle.

A Ockdoer 2co.

Recommendation:-

To reach a decision from the options available, after hearing the evidence and the
response from Mr Wright in accordance with Section 61(1)(b) of the Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

J M Egan
City Solicitor & Secretary

Mote: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been
prepared in part from the following papers:- Fixed Penalty Ticket and Driving Licence, copies of which are
attached to this report.



To the Chairman and Members of The Licensing & Regulatory Panel 5" December 2001

NAME John James Wright

DATE OF BIRTH 16" May 1943

ADDRESS 32 Rashdall Road, Carlisle

UNSPENT CONVICTIONS

30" November 1897 Speeding FPT & 3 Penalty Points
9™ October 2001 Speeding FPT & 3 Penalty Points
HISTORY

Carlisle City Council granted Mr Wright a Private Hire Drivers Licence in 1989. Since that
time he has held both Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licences. The Private Hire
Drivers Licence was last renewed on 29" January 2001.

On 20" April 1998 Mr Wright appeared before the Licensing Panel as a result of motoring
convictions and for not disclosing the latter of these convictions. His Private Hire driving
licence was suspended for two weeks.

On 4" June 1998 Mr Wright appealed to Carlisle Magistrates Court against this decision.
The appeal was rejected.

On 9" October 2001 Mr Wright was driving a Private Hire vehicle with a passenger on
board in West Road, Wigton. He was stopped by the Police travelling at 47 mph in a 30
mph limit and was issued with a fixed penalty ticket (Appendix A). Under the conditions of
his Private Hire driving licence he reported the offence to the Licensing Officer a few days
later.

A copy of his DVLA licence is attached which shows a previous offence (Appendix B).

Section 61 (1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, states that a
District Council may suspend or revoke a Hackney Carriage Drivers Licence on a number
of grounds following conviction for an offence. Section 61 (1)(b) gives the ground of “for
any other reasonable cause' (Appendix C).

It is therefore recommended that members reach a decision in line with the options
available after hearing the evidence.

OPTIONS
1. Toissue him with a letter of warning.
2. To suspend his Private Hire drivers licence for a period of time.

3. To revoke his Private Hire drivers licence.

Prepared by J A Messenger
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PART II, 1976 ACT.

SECTION 61. SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF DRIVERS' LICENCES.

{1 MNotwithstanding anything in the Act of 1847 or in any part of this Act, a District Council may suspend or revoke or (on application therefore under
Section 46 of the Act of 1847 or Section 51 of this Act, as the case may be) refuse to renew the licence of a driver of a Hackney Carriage or a
Frivate Hire vehicle on any of the following grounds:-

(a) that he has since the grant of the licence:-
(i) been convicted of an offence involving dishonesty, indecency or violence: or

(iiy been convicted of an offence under or has failed to comply with the provisions of the Act of 1847 or of this part of this Act; or

() any other reasonable cause,

(2) (a) Where a District Council suspend, revoke or refuse to renew any licence under this Section they shall give to the driver notice of the
grounds on which the licence has been suspended or revoked or on which they have refused to renew such licence within fourteen days
of such suspension, revocation or refusal and the driver shall on demand return to the District Council the driver's badge issued to him in
accordance with Section 54 of this Act.

(b} If any person without reasonable excuse contravenes the provisions of this Section he shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary

conviction to a fine not exceeding Level 1 on the standard scale,

{3) Any driver aggrieved by a decision of a District Council under this Section may Appeal to a Magistrates Court.

NOTE.

The abave section is as amended by the Criminal Justice Act 1982.

561. 55, 9TH.ED.00.
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