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Title:-
EDWARD PATRICK CRANGLE - HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER – USING MOBILE PHONE WHILST VEHICLE IN MOTION

Report of:-
HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION SERVICES



Report reference:-
EP 75A/04



Summary:-  

This report was listed for hearing by the Licensing & Regulatory Panel on Wednesday 24th November 2004,however due to administrative issues it was adjourned until today.

Edward Patrick Crangle has been licensed by this Council as a Hackney Carriage driver since 1999.  A complaint has been received from a member of the public regarding Mr Crangle using his mobile phone whilst driving his Hackney Carriage.

Recommendation:- 

To reach a decision from the options available, after hearing the evidence and the response from Mr Crangle in accordance with Section 61(1)(b) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

J Messenger

Licensing Manager

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:- Statement from James Michael Sanderson, copies of which are attached.

To the Chairman and Members of the Licensing & Regulatory Panel 

4th January 2005

NAME
Edward Patrick Crangle

DATE OF BIRTH
24th August 1957

ADDRESS 
144 Springfield Road, Carlisle.

LICENSING HISTORY

The Licensing Panel licensed Mr Crangle as a Hackney Carriage driver in 1999.

On 10th April 2001- A  warning Letter was issued ref:  Parking on a bus stop bay and double yellow lines. (Appendix A)

On 15th August 2002 – A warning Letter was issued ref : Using a mobile Phone whilst vehicle was in motion. (Appendix B)

On 22nd June 2004 – A warning Letter was issued ref:  Parking on a loading bay. (Appendix C)

BACKGROUND

On Tuesday 12th October 2004, the Licensing Office received a complaint from Mr James Michael Johnston, regarding the actions of a taxi driver.

The circumstances as described by him are that at about 2.07pm Tuesday 12th October 2004, Mr Sanderson was standing near the doorway of the Newsagents situated next to Argos in Lowther Street when he saw a white taxi being driven down the offside lane in Lowther Street towards Victoria Place.   He could clearly see that the driver of the taxi was using a mobile telephone in his right hand whilst the vehicle was in motion.   As the taxi passed him he took the number of the plate attached to the rear of the vehicle which was H453 and contacted the Licensing Office by telephone.

On 15th October 2004 Mr Crangle attended the Civic Centre and spoke to a Licensing Officer regarding the complaint.   He stated that he had driven his Hackney Vehicle down Lowther Street around the time and date in question but had not used a mobile phone whilst the vehicle was in motion.  Mr Crangle stated that Mr  Sanderson was mistaken. 

On 21st October 2004 Mr Sanderson was seen again and stated that he was not mistaken regarding the use of the mobile phone by the taxi driver whilst the vehicle was in motion and would be willing to appear at the Licensing Panel to give his evidence.    

On 1st November 2004 a statement was recorded from Mr Sanderson. (Appendix D)

LEGISLATION

Section 61 (1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, states that 

a District Council may suspend or revoke a Hackney Carriage Drivers Licence on a number of grounds.  

Section 61 (1)(b) gives the ground of  ‘for any other reasonable cause’  (Appendix E).  

It is recommended that after hearing the evidence and any representations from Mr Crangle, members reach a decision in line with the options available.

OPTIONS

1. To issue him with a letter of warning.

2. To suspend his Hackney Carriage drivers licence for a period of time.

3. To revoke his Hackney Carriage drivers licence.

Prepared by F Watson





