
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

CORPORATE RESOURCES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON  27 JULY 2006 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

CROS.81/06
TRANSFER OF CITY COUNCIL LAND FOR THE CARLISLE NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT ROUTE

Councillor Mrs Bradley, having declared a personal interest, remained within the meeting room and took part in discussion on the matter.

The Head of Property, Mr Atkinson, presented report DS.38/06 concerning a request from the County Council for the City Council to transfer certain land holdings to the County Council needed for the construction of the Carlisle Northern Development Route at nil consideration in order to assist the funding of the road scheme.

The Council's policy on land disposals was contained within the Asset Management Plan -

"The Council will dispose of Assets that it does not require on the open market on a freehold and leasehold basis at best consideration."

A schedule and plans of the land required was submitted and Mr Atkinson reported that the open market value of the interests under the compulsory purchase statutory rules concerning valuation matters was £2.5m.

The City Council had been strongly supportive of the scheme in partnership with the County Council because of the considerable social, economic and environmental benefits that the road would bring to Carlisle and its renaissance.

The report outlined the quantifiable economic, social and environmental benefits that the scheme would bring to Carlisle and north Cumbria, and described the process involved if the Council was minded to transfer land at less than best consideration.  The matter would require consent from the Secretary of State.

The Executive had on 3 July 2006 resolved –

1. That the Executive is minded to approve the transfer of certain land holdings needed for the construction of the Carlisle Northern Development Route at nil consideration in order to assist the construction of the road scheme, subject to the views of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee being received on the matter.

2. That the Town Clerk and Chief Executive be requested to enter into discussions with the County Council with a view to securing in principle a reciprocal agreement in connection with any County Council owned land that may be required for the fulfilment of the Carlisle Renaissance Agenda.

A Member commented that he had no issue with the strategic importance of the Carlisle Northern Development Route, nor the valuation of £2.5m as stated above.  He did not, however, believe that a sound business case had been provided and read out a statement which he had prepared setting out his concerns around areas including the shortfall in funding against the Private Finance Initiative (PFI), implications for the Council Tax payer, traffic flows, etc.  The Member believed that the Committee required to scrutinise something more substantial than what was before them.

Another Member cautioned that it was not within the remit of the Committee to scrutinise issues such as the PFI funding of the scheme, rather the Committee had been asked for its views on the transfer of City Council land at nil consideration.

The Deputy Chief Executive clarified that the advice from Officers  was in fact that of the Council’s Senior Management Team.

In considering the matter, Members indicated that they were agreeable in principle to the transfer of certain land holdings needed for the construction of the Carlisle Northern Development Route to the County Council in order to assist the construction of the road scheme.  However, Members stressed in the strongest possible terms the need for the Executive to negotiate an equality of exchange to further the City Council’s renaissance objectives.  In so recommending the Committee sought to protect the interests of Council Tax payers.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Executive be advised that the Committee is agreeable, in principle, to the transfer of certain land holdings needed for the construction of the Carlisle Northern Development Route to the County Council in order to assist the construction of the road scheme.  

(2) That the Executive be requested to enter into negotiations with the County Council with a view to securing an equality of exchange to further the City Council’s renaissance objectives.  In so recommending the Committee sought to protect the interests of Council Tax payers.







