
 
 
 

 

CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL 
Report to:- 

 

THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE REGULATORY 
PANEL 

  

Date of Meeting:- 
 

21st January 2009 
 

Agenda Item No:-   

Public Operational Delegated Yes 
 

 

 
Accompanying Comments and Statements Required Included 
Cumbria Fire Service  No No 

Cumbria Constabulary  No No 
Environmental Services  No No 
   

Title:- 
 
JAMES DOUGLAS JEFFERY – HACKNEY CARRIAGE 
PROPRIETOR –VEHICLE CONDITION 

Report of:- DIRECTOR OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATIC SERVICES 
 

Report reference:- LDS  11 /09 
 

Summary:-   
 
James Douglas Jeffery is the proprietor of Hackney Carriage H494 registration number 
Y261 KNF. This vehicle is repeatedly failing its periodic safety check carried out by the 
Council’s garage. 
 
Recommendation:-  
To reach a decision from the options available, after hearing the evidence and any 
response from Mr Jeffery, in accordance with Section 6 (1) of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. 
 
J A Messenger 
Licensing Manager 
 
 
 
Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been 

prepared in part from the following papers:-   Vehicle inspection sheets,  
 



 
 
 

 

To the Chairman & Members of the Regulatory Panel on 21st January 2009 
 
NAME James Douglas Jeffery 
 
 
ADDRESS         Welsh Road, Carlisle 
 
LICENSING HISTORY 
 
Mr Jeffery is the licence holder (Proprietor) of a Hackney Carriage H494, registration 
number Y261KNF. The vehicle is a wheelchair accessible London Taxis International TX1, 
first registered on the 19th of April 2001. 
 
VEHICLE LICENSING POLICY 
 
Carlisle’s policy with regard to the testing of Hackney Carriages is that vehicles over 5 
years old are tested by the Council’s garage at Bousteads Grassing on 3 occasions per 
year. Once wheelchair accessible vehicles reach the age of 10 years they are subject to 
further inspections by Licensing Officers to ensure they meet our strict criteria for being in 
exceptional condition before being considered for further licensing. 
 
VEHICLE TESTING HISTORY 
 
The last 7 inspection sheets are attached to the report ( Appendix 1-7 ).  In summary the 
vehicle failed on faults including :- 
 
18/12/06 Lights, brakes, steering, bodywork 
16/04/07 Lights, brakes, steering, bodywork 
14/08/07 Lights, suspension, advisory on brakes 
14/12/07 Brakes, suspension, steering 
14/04/08 Suspension, steering, bodywork 
18/08/08 Lights, steering, brakes, bodywork 
15/12/08 Brakes, lights, steering, 2 illegal rear tyres, advisory on 2 front  tyres 
 
After the vehicle failed its test on the 14th April 2008 Mr Jeffery was written to pointing out 
its repeated failures and apparent  lack of any pre inspection before taking it to the 
Council’s garage. He was warned that should the vehicle fail again on any obvious faults 
the matter would be referred to the Council’s Regulatory Panel. ( Appendix 8 ) 
 
On its next test, on the 18th of August,, the vehicle again failed and was subsequently 
taken off the road whilst substantial repairs were done to it’s bodywork and paintwork. 
 
On it’s most recent inspection, on the 15th of December, the vehicle again failed because 
of the following obvious defects and the plate was removed because of the illegal tyres. 

1 Brake pedal pad was missing. 
2 Number plate light was not working. 
3 Steering box was leaking 
4 Both rear tyres were below the legal limit 
5 An advisory was given as both front tyres were near to the legal limit. 

The defects were rectified the next day and the plate returned. 
 



 
 
 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
Hackney Carriages have a number of terms and conditions attached to them. No 10 (a) 
includes 
“The vehicle shall be maintained in a good mechanical and roadworthy condition at all 
times. The bodywork shall be uniform and free from any rust or damage”.( Appendix 9 ) 
 
LEGISLATION 
 
Section 60 (1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, states that  
a District Council may suspend or revoke a Hackney Carriage  Licence on a number of 
grounds. 
   
Section 61 (1) (c) gives the grounds of “any other reasonable cause”   ( Appendix 10 ) 
   
OPTIONS 
 
It is recommended that after hearing the evidence and any representations from Mr 
Jeffery, members reach a decision in line with the options available. 
 
1 To take no further action. 
2 To issue him with a letter of warning 
3 To suspend his Hackney Carriage  licence for a period of time. 
4 To revoke his Hackney Carriage  licence. 
 
 
Prepared by B J Sharrock Ex 7027 
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