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Summary:-  

The Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 gave local authorities the power to designate public areas as being subject to a Designated Public Place Order (“DPPO”) whereby it is an offence to drink alcohol after being required by a Police Officer not to do so.  The Police will have the power to require individuals to surrender the alcohol and any opened or sealed containers, and if any person fails to comply with the request they can be arrested.  The powers apply and can be used in areas which have experienced alcohol related disorder or nuisance.

Two areas have been identified as suitable for a DPPO – Denton Holme and Carlisle City Centre.

Recommendation:-

i. That the Council approve the delegation of the consideration of the Designated Public Place Order consultation responses to the Regulatory Panel;

ii. That following consideration of the consultation responses the Regulatory Panel report back to the Council on the issues raised.
Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:- Health Act 2006 and associated Regulations made thereunder.

To the Mayor and Members of the City Council 6th November 2007
1.0
INTRODUCTION
1.1 The Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 gave local authorities the power to designate public areas as being subject to a DPPO whereby it is an offence to drink alcohol after being required by a Police Officer not to do so.  The Police have the power to require individuals to surrender the alcohol and any opened or sealed containers, and if any person fails to comply with the request they can be arrested.

1.2 The offence is not consumption of alcohol in a public place, but drinking after being required by a Police Officer not to do so.

1.3 The powers, which replace the old drinking byelaws, were introduced to help the police deal with the problems of anti-social drinking in public spaces.  DPPOs make it easier for local authorities to designate places where restrictions on public drinking will apply and can be used in areas which have experienced alcohol related disorder or nuisance.

1.4 Previously, the Police had limited powers to confiscate alcohol from young people only.

1.5 It is not possible to create a blanket restriction on alcohol drinking in public.  Before an area is designated the local authority must obtain evidence that the area has anti social nuisance or disorder associated with the consumption of alcohol.

1.6 The Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership have identified two areas as having experienced alcohol related disorder and nuisance and, therefore, being suitable for a DPPO,.  These two areas are Denton Holme and the Carlisle City Centre.

1.7 The recently published Local Authorities (Functions and Responsibilities) (England) (Amendment) (No 2) Regulations 2007 provide that the making of a DPPO is not to be the responsibility of the Council’s Executive.  Accordingly the matter is reserved to be dealt with by the Council.

1.8 Before an Order may be made, the local authority is required to consult with various bodies, including the Police and Premises Licence holders operating in the targeted area.  In the interests of the efficient operation of the Council’s business, it is proposed that consideration of the consultation responses is delegated to the Regulatory Panel who will then make appropriate recommendations to the Council in relation to the making or otherwise of the Order.

2 RECOMMENDATION
iii. That the Council approve the delegation of the consideration of the Designated Public Place Order consultation responses to the Regulatory Panel;
iv. That following consideration of the consultation responses the Regulatory Panel report back to the Council on the issues raised.
3 REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION
To facilitate the proper operation of the Council’s functions. 
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