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Summary:-  

The Security Industry Authority is an independent body, set up by the Government under the terms of the Private Security Industry Act 2001.  This new law brings into force a central licensing system for people working in certain sectors of the private security industry including Door Supervisors, Wheel Clampers and Private Investigators.  Door Supervisors will be the first sector to be licensed.

Recommendation:-

Members to note the new legislation and the local authorities continued enforcement role.

R W S Speirs

Head of Environmental Protection Services  

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:-  Private Security Industry Act 2001

To the Chairman and Members of the Licensing & Regulatory Panel on 

7th July 2004

BACKGROUND

1) On 3rd August 1994, the Licensing Panel approved a scheme whereby all door supervisors at premises holding a public entertainment licence, would be required to register with the council.  This scheme commenced in October that year and has continued with only slight variation since then.  In 1997 the Licensing Panel approved a training scheme for door supervisors to be delivered by Carlisle College.  In both cases we were one of the first authorities in the country to adopt these schemes.

2) The Security Industry Authority (SIA) is an independent body, set up by the Government under the terms of the Private Security Industry Act 2001.  This new law brings into force a central licensing system for people working in certain sectors of the private security industry including Door Supervisors, Wheel Clampers and Private Investigators.  Door Supervisors will be the first sector to be licensed.

3) There will be two types of licence, one for front line staff and one for managers and supervisors.  Front line staff have strict criteria to fulfil:

a) Criminal Records Bureau check

Current applicants are only subject to a local Police check.  The CRB are a national body with access to a number of sources of information.

b) Offence  acceptance criteria

A number of guidelines are currently referred to when considering an application.  If the Licensing Officer is of a mind not to grant a registration, the application is referred to this Panel.  The SIA have a rigid policy with lists of most offences and their disqualification periods.

c) Training qualification

The current qualification at Carlisle College costs £80 and will be accepted as Part 1 of the new qualification.  Part 2 will be more intensive and includes conflict management.  New starters will have to pay up to £300 for both courses and it will be over a four day period.

d) Licence Fee


Following a high court ruling local authorities have not charged door supervisors directly since 2001.  The fee has been recouped through a levy on public entertainment licences.  The SIA will charge £190 for a three year licence. 

Applicants must have successfully completed both their Part 1 and 2 qualifications before they can apply for their licence.

CURRENT POSITION

4) The roll out of the new licensing regime will be over a 12 month period throughout 9 regions of the country.  Carlisle are part of the north west region and the appropriate dates are 9th August 2004 for accepting applications and 15th November 2004 from when a SIA licence would be required.  All current Carlisle door supervisor registrations have been issued until 15th November 2004.

5) The first regional roll out has been completed in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, with the effective date being 4th June 2004.  It is of concern that out of a possible 2,000 Door Supervisors in that area, less than 200 had been licensed by the 4th June.  The reason is reported to be the lack of urgency on behalf of existing door supervisors.  Courses had been cancelled due to lack of applications.

6) There are a further three regions to roll out before the north west and the situation is being monitored.

7) In Carlisle we have maintained close contact with the training providers and existing door supervisors to ensure that all concerned are aware of the training available and the urgency involved in completing the courses.  Individual letters have been sent to door supervisors who require the additional training.  Early indications are that the main companies that supply door staff are up to speed, however the minority have yet to start the qualification process.

8) Carlisle have hosted a SIA roadshow for officers from the six Cumbrian authorities.  We have also been involved in a further SIA roadshow for the licence trade and current registered door supervisors. 

FUTURE

9) The result of the transfer of door supervisor registration to the SIA, will mean that local authorities will no longer be responsible for accepting applications, the granting, or maintaining records of licensed door supervisors.

10) The SIA will maintain a national database of licence holders, which will be available on the internet.  The public will have access to minimum details, however it is expected that local authorities will have greater access by password.

11) The Licensing Act 2003, which supersedes existing alcohol, entertainment, cinema and theatre legislation, states that:

· where a premises licence includes a condition that at specified times one or more individuals must be at the premises to carry out a security activity, the licence must include a condition that each such individual must be licensed by the Security Industry Authority.

The SIA will have four inspectors covering the north west region, therefore It is obvious that any enforcement will be minimal.  By default the enforcement of the new licensing regime will remain with local authorities and the Police, with assistance where appropriate from the SIA for serious cases.  In essence it means that local authority officers will enforce the new legislation, however any breaches will be taken to the Magistrates Court, not the Licensing and Regulatory Panel.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. To note the new licensing regime under the Security Industry Authority.

2. To recognise the SIA Door Supervisors licence in Carlisle City Council area after 9th August 2004, until such time as the SIA licence supersedes this council’s registration.

3. To note that local authorities will continue to have an enforcement role under the both the Private Security Industry Act 2001and the Licensing Act 2003.

Prepared by J A Messenger






