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Summary:- A petition has been received from residents of Botchergate East,

requesting the closure of Rydal Street Play Area, This report outlines
proposals that should be implemented should the Play Area be closed
down.
Recommendation:- It is recommended that, subject to a favourable response from
the public consultation:-

A developer be sought to provide residential development on
the site of Rydal Street Play Area.
The site be closed down, when a developer has bought the
site.
Some or all of the proceeds from the sale are used to provide
additional play facilities on the Fusehill Street site, subject to
local planning conditions relating to the siting of play
equipment.

Contact Officer: Chris Wright Ext: 7364

Euan Cartwright

Director of Leisure & Community Development

03 January 2002

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985
the report has been prepared in part from the following papers: Petitition submitted by residents of
Botchergate East



TO: THE CHAIR AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL
15™ January 2002

REQUEST FROM RESIDENTS TO CLOSE DOWN RYDAL STREET PLAY AREA

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 A petition has been received from residents of the Rydal Street, South Street area
of Botchergate East, requesting that the City Council address the problems being
experienced by residents relating to the Rydal Street Play Area. A copy of the
petition is included in this report.

1.2 The problems relate mainly to mis-use of the play area by teenagers, and not from
the use of the play equipment by the children for whom it is provided.

2.0 OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO THE CITY COUNCIL

2.1 The play area is very close to adjacent property, and it is accepted that teenagers
mis-using the play area would cause considerable nuisance to residents living
adjacent to the site.

2.2  The only way to remove the problem would be to close down the play area, and
develop the land. Just removing the play equipment and leaving the empty space
would not resolve the problems being experienced by residents.

2.3 Closure of the play area would mean the loss of play facilities for children living in
the Botchergate East area.

3.0 CONSULTATION

3.1  Whenever the City Council receives a request to close down a play area, the local
community are consulted, due to the possible loss of a community facility. A
questionnaire, a copy of which is included in this report, has been sent to all
residents in the play area catchment area. The catchment area in this instance is
considered to be the area enclosed by Rydal Street, Fusehill Street, Botchergate,
and Brook Street.

3.2  The results of the questionnaire will not be available until 14™ January, the closing
date for responses. These results will therefore be reported to members at the

Council meeting on 15" January.



4.0

4.1

4.2

5.0

5.1

8.2

5.3

FUSEHILL STREET PLAY AREA

There are two playgrounds, Rydal Street and Fusehill Street, located within the
defined catchment area. If it is decided to close the Rydal Street site, it is essential
that the remaining playground at Fusehill Street is improved, with new equipment
provided, to cater for the extra demand of more children using it.

There would be little point in closing the Rydal Street site unless it could be
developed for housing. Some or all of the proceeds for the sale of the site to a
developer would be used to provide new and additional equipment at Fusehill
Street.

CONCLUSION

There is no doubt that the proximity of the play area to surrounding property, and
the anti-social behaviour of teenagers, is causing problems to residents. There is
no point, however, in closing down the site without providing alternative play
facilities and developing the site so that it does not remain a congregation point for
teenagers.

There is an alternative site in the area at Fusehill Street, where new equipment
could be provided, funded from the sale of the Rydal Street site if it were to be
closed.

The results of the consultation exercise will have to be taken into account in coming
to a decision on the future of the play area.



6.0 RECOMMENDATION

6.1 Itis recommended that, subject to a favourable response from the public
consultation:-

(i) A developer be sought to provide residential development on the site of
Rydal Street Play Area.

(ii) The site be closed down, when a developer has bought the site.

(i)  Proceeds from the sale are used to provide additional play facilities on the
Fusehill Street site, subject to local planning conditions relating to the siting
of play equipment.

Euan Cartwright
Director of Leisure & Community Development
3" January 2002
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AE STREET AND FUSEHILE STREET PLAYAREAS®
This letter is being sent to all residents in the area bounded by Boichergate, Rydal St,
Fusehill St & Brook St. It concerns playgrounds in your area (see plan overleaf).

Rydal St playarea has been the subject of complaints about nuisance and vandalism.
The City Council has been asked to look into the possibility of closing the Rydal St
playarea and using the site for new housing. If this goes ahead it might be possible to
use some, or all, of the money raised from the sale of the site to provide extra
equipment at the Fusehill St playarea. This improved playarea would then be the only
playarea in the neighbourhood. Planning regulations would restrict the new equipment
to a small area along the fence next to the Community Garden. The Rydal St playarea
is in need of renovation. The remaining climber is due for removal soon, as it does not
meet modern safety requirements. If the land at Rydal St is kept as a playarea it could
be several years before equipment and surfacing is completely renewed. We are
writing to ask what you think the Council should do. If you have any queries please
ring Parks and Countryside on 01228 817364.

Q1 How many children live or visit your house regularly? (WRITE NUMBER IN BOX)

Aged 5-10 years

Aged 0-4 years [
—

Aged 11-16 years

Q2 Do any children in your house use these playareas?
Don't have children................... D1 Fusehill St:|3
Bydal Stsimmmisamimd_ | Don't use either of them ..........[ |4
Q3 How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Strongly Dis- Strongiy
dIEEgIF."E agree F'-IETEE agree
Rydal St playarea should stay and be improved O OQ:z Qs 4
Some/all money raised from selling Rydal St site should -
fund extra equipment at Fusehill St T [z [Je []4
Rydal St playarea should close and be developed for
housing 0 [0z g []+4
Fusehill playarea does not need any extra equipment LY Eie Che [
If the old play equipment was removed from Rydal St,
young people would still meet there LYt £ [O= L4
Developing the Rydal St site with housing would discourage
young people meeting there 1 12 & [L]A
Q4 Would you like a teenage shelter or similar facility built on the edge of Melbourne Park?
£ = e R S e e | |1 NGGE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE ANY COMMENTS ABOUT RYDAL ST OR FUSEHILL ST
PLAYAREAS PLEASE WRITE ON THE BACK OF THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. COMPLETED
QUESTIONNAIRES SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THE GREYSTONE COMMUNITY CENTRE
BEFORE MONDAY 14TH JANUARY 2002
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