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Summary:  
The Gambling Act 2005 came into effect on 7th September 2007.  There is a requirement that Licensing Authorities must prepare and publish a licensing policy statement.  This document will last for a maximum of three years.  The first policy was published in January 2007 and a revised copy must be approved and published by Full Council by 3rd January 2010. 
Recommendations:
That the Executive approves the content of the draft Gambling Policy Statement and makes it available for consideration by the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel.
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	7025
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	7019


Background
1.1 The Gambling Act came into effect on 7th September 2007 and as a result Local Authorities become Licensing Authorities under the legislation.  The Act gives responsibility to Licensing Authorities to undertake a number of licensing and regulatory functions in relation to gambling premises.  
1.2 In all of their activities, Authorities will be guided by the three licensing objectives set out in Section 1 of the Act:
· To prevent gambling from being a source of crime and disorder, being associated with crime and disorder or being used to support crime
· To ensure that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way; and
· To protect children and vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by gambling
1.4
The Act gives Licensing Authorities a number of important regulatory functions in relation to gambling.  The main functions are to: 
· Publish their statement of principles for licensing (Gambling Policy)
· License premises for gambling activities
· Consider notices given for the temporary use of premises for gambling
· Grant permits for gaming and gaming machines in clubs and miners’ welfare institutes
· Regulate gaming and gaming machines in alcohol licensed premises
· Grant permits to family entertainment centres for the use of certain lower stake gaming machines
· Grant permits for prize gaming
· Consider occasional use notices for betting at tracks
· Register small societies’ lotteries.
Statement of Gambling Policy
2.0
In order to assist Authorities in undertaking these new responsibilities and to provide transparency for those wishing to apply to the Authority for permissions under the Act, Section 349 requires all Authorities to prepare and publish a Gambling Policy Statement.  This document will last for a maximum of three years, but can be reviewed and revised by the Authority at any time.  It must set out the principles the Authority proposes to apply in exercising its functions under the Act.  The first policy was published in January 2007and the reviewed version must be published by 3rd January 2009.
2.1
Cumbria Licensing Managers Forum has produced a draft policy to be used by the Cumbrian authorities during the consultation process.  This is based on the template provided by LACORS to all authorities and will ensure consistency around the county and hopefully, the country.  
Licensing Policy Working Group
3.1
On 27th May 2009 the Licensing Committee received a report on the review of the Gambling Policy and elected a working group to consider the draft.  The working group has approved the current draft policy and is overseeing the consultation process.
3.2
Whilst it as accepted that a common policy for the county would be favoured, it is recognised that each council may wish to make minor amendments to recognise local concerns.
3.3
Consultation on the draft policy is taking place between 3rd July and 25th September 2009.  Consultees include Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service, Cumbria County Council Social Services, Carlisle City Council Directorates and all Council Members.  In addition members of the trade, Licensing Solicitors and all existing premises licence holders have been made aware of the draft policy and invited to comment on it.  A copy is available on the council web site and one is attached to this report at Appendix ‘A’.
3,4
Following extensive consultation, the final draft of the policy will be recommended by the Executive to the full Council for approval.
3.5
The practice is similar to the policy formulation under the Licensing Act 2003, when the Regulatory Panel appointed a Working Group of three members to oversee the preparation and consultation process of that policy.
3.6
The timetable for the implementation of the Policy is as follows: 
· 3rd July – 25th September 2009 – Consultation held on draft Policy Statement
· 1st September 2009 – Executive

· 8th October 2009 – Community Overview & Scrutiny

· October 2009 – Re-draft Policy Statement following consultation
· 26th October 2009 – Executive considers final draft and makes recommendations to Council
· 10th November 2009 – Full Council for approval
· by 3 January 2010  – Publish Gambling Policy Statement
4. RECOMMENDATIONS
That the Executive approves the content of the draft Gambling Policy Statement and makes it available for consideration by the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel.

5. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS
To secure the adoption of the Gambling Policy by Full Council in accordance with the required timetable.
6. IMPLICATIONS
· Staffing/Resources – None
· Financial – None
· Legal – Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 requires that the Council, as Licensing Authority, prepares, adopts and publishes a three-year licensing policy in accordance with Regulations from the Secretary of State.  The legislation requires specified persons to be consulted in the formulation of the policy.

· Corporate – The Council has a statutory duty to enforce the licensing proposals
· Risk Management – Incorporated within the Council’s Risk Register.
· Equality Issues – The draft Gambling Policy Statement has been drafted to ensure that equality is fully addressed.
· Environmental – It is not believed that the legislation will have any environmental implications.
· Crime and Disorder – The new legislation recognises the requirements of the crime and disorder strategy and this is included as one of the three licensing objectives.
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